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SECTION 1: PLAN SUMMARY
The town’s first Open Space & Recreation Plan was in 1989; it was updated in 1998 and 2004, and now
in 2015-2017. As with the earlier versions, the goals and action priorities of this update have been
shaped by community consensus and mandates.
The 2015-2017 open space & recreation goals set forth in this plan are:
1. Conserve and protect the watershed & aquifer-rich southwest quadrant of town,
2. Improve and maintain existing recreational resources/facilities,
3. Protect important natural resource areas (BioMap areas, wetlands, floodplains, buffer zones,
conservation corridors, critical habitats, and farmland, scenic or historical assets) from future
development.
4. Expand recreational resources, green spaces, and open space, and
5. Link existing and potential trails and recreational resources

The 2013 Master Plan and 2015 Open Space and Recreation Plan Update present a challenge to the
town to break from the past and learn and adopt new, progressive strategies to move into the twenty-first
century. At one time, Southbridge ranked 4th in the country in terms of the number of persons employed
in a community. In large part this was due to the American Optical Company (AO); the AO shut down
in 1984 and the town is still struggling from the loss of these and other manufacturing jobs. The impact
of what was felt as the sudden closure of the town’s major employer that occurred decades ago still
lingers, as one resident stated, “When American Optical closed, the town closed.” (Page 122 Master
Plan).
Southbridge’s new direction must be orchestrated from the top, from the town staff and governing
bodies. But the projected actions will call upon all of the town’s resources, local and regional volunteers
and funding through grants; everyone must become a stakeholder in the success of their beloved
community. In the face of continued fiscal constraints, the 7-Year Action Plan lays out practical steps to
make progress toward each of the Open Space and Recreation Plan’s 5 goals.
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SECTION 2: INTRODUCTION
A. Statement of Purpose
The purpose of the Open Space and Recreation Plan is to be a guide in the development and growth of
the Town of Southbridge to insure the protection of its character and natural resources. Thoughtful
planning and stewardship will retain in our landscape the open spaces, critical flora and fauna habitats,
community parks, and quality recreation facilities.
The Commonwealth of Massachusetts advocates the use of a broad definition of “open space” to include
conservation land, forested land, recreation land, agricultural land, corridor parks, amenities such as
small parks and green buffers, vacant lots and brownfields that can be turned into recreation areas, open
space that can be used for passive recreational activities such as walking, hiking, and nature study and
more active activities such as soccer, tennis, and baseball. Once completed, the plan is a powerful tool
to effect the community’s goals; it sets forth the aspirations of the town and recommends patterns of
development that will support those aspirations.
The town’s first Open Space and Recreation Plan was completed in 1989 and first updated in 1998. A
2004 updated plan was drafted and reviewed in the context of the community’s 2003-2004 Long Term
Plan, so that open space and recreation planning could be integrated into a full growth management plan.
This document will serve as an update to the 2004 plan, and it too is being drafted and reviewed in the
context of the community’s broader 2012-2013 Master Plan.
The goals of the 2004 Open Space and Recreation Plan echoed those in the 1998 plan:
• to conserve and protect the watershed & aquifer-rich southwest quadrant of town;
• to add to, improve upon, and maintain existing recreation facilities;
• to link existing and potential recreation facilities and trails;
• to develop a town-wide comprehensive plan based on the Long Term Plan and principles of
Smart Growth; and
• to incorporate into the development review and permitting process consideration of scenic
features identified by the plan.
Watershed protection has been a priority for decades. Community concern for their future water needs
led the town in the 1980s to purchase the Southbridge Water Supply Company and lands for water
supply protection purposes. After the purchase, the Town Planning Board prepared the Watershed
Protection Overlay District that was approved by the Town Council on April 23, 1993. [See attached
Zoning map.] This district protects the 5 reservoirs and 1,100 acres of watershed land from development
that could endanger the town's water supply. Watershed lands that lie outside Southbridge have been
protected through purchase of properties. The combination of town ownership and overlay protective
zoning provides extensive but not complete protection of the reservoirs.
One of the Smart Growth principles adopted by the town was to aim for a balance of housing, business,
and open space. The town has many densely populated areas that were created 100 years ago when the
mills and the AO Company were the power behind the community. People did not think about open
space or recreation; they were concerned with convenient location and minimum upkeep. Consequently,
mill houses were built at the roads’ edge with few possessing a yard.
Town of Southbridge
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Like watershed protection, addressing the lack of open space in overcrowded neighborhoods also began
decades ago. In 2002, the town acquired title of abandoned condemned buildings, used grant funds for
demolition, then designed and built neighborhood playgrounds at 636-640 Main Street and 19-23
Walcott Street. Thanks to the Mass Releaf program the town acquired and created green spaces at 42
Worcester Street (at the corner with Charlton Street) and 129 North Street (at its intersection with
Mechanic Street) in 1997. Since 2011, the Worcester Street site is a successful location for community
garden plots available to the neighborhood (community gardens have also been established on Cross
Street and at the Community Center). Another opportunity arose when a developer went bankrupt and
abandoned a large parcel in the late 1980s. The town secured ownership and obtained grant funds to
create Capillo Park, a neighborhood park that is handicap-accessible with a quarter mile walking path.
This particular area of town (the intersection of Worcester and Charlton Streets) has over 60%
low/moderate income residents and a large multi-story senior living facility. The Capillo Park trail
connects to the nearby Henry Street Playground which in turn is adjacent to Carpenter Pond and the
McCann Fields and Park, which includes the Association ballfields. In 2013 the McCann Fields and
Park Redevelopment Committee used grant funds to develop a plan to improve both parks and their
connection, and they are currently working on a funding plan.
The Quinebaug River Heritage Nature Trail is an 800-yard ADA-accessible trail that runs from the
Lower West Street Recreation Fields along the river bank replete with benches, boardwalks with
railings, and a scenic river overlook. Located in the northwest corner of town, its’ construction was
completed in 1999 on town-owned property abutting the Westville Dam flood control project. In 2006,
the Southbridge Trails Committee secured grant funds to install a commercially-made ADA picnic table
and to build and install a bulletin board encasing brochures with maps and trail descriptions. In 2012,
the committee utilized grant funds to build a trail linking the Grand Trunk Trail from the Sturbridge side
of Westville Lake to the Heritage Trail. The future vision is to connect this trail system to the
Providence and Worcester Rail Trail, now named the Quinebaug Valley Rail Trail (QVRT), thereby
creating a route from Brimfield through downtown Southbridge into Dudley.
The 2006 grant funds used to improve the Heritage Trail also implemented a plan to use town-owned
land with existing trails to connect neighborhoods and community facilities adjacent to this land. The
Southbridge Community Center and Senior Center, a senior housing and condominium complex, and the
Southbridge YMCA are connected by three trails in Cole Forest which then link to the roads running
through the town-owned Oak Ridge Cemetery. In addition to linking community facilities and housing
complexes, these trails are also surrounded by residential areas, and are thus available to residents in
numerous neighborhoods. A trailhead and kiosk with brochures was built and installed adjacent to the
Community Center on the north side of the forest. All three trails were blazed and additional bulletin
boards with maps were erected on the southwest side of the forest next to the senior housing on Maria
Avenue and on the northwest side of the forest adjacent to the Oak Ridge Cemetery with directions to
the YMCA facility.
Summary - There has been progress on some of the 2004 Open Space and Recreation Plan goals, some
remain priorities, and some of the stated objectives to reach these goals have been accomplished, but
there has been no action taken on others. As noted, the most significant achievement was the
completion and adoption of the Southbridge Master Plan in 2013.
One stumbling block was the elimination of the Direction of Recreation position from approximately
2005 to 2011 due to Town budgetary constraints. But the goal most neglected was that calling for a
Town of Southbridge
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change to the development review and permitting process. While this 2015-2017 Open Space and
Recreation Plan is being drafted by volunteers with assistance from the master plan consulting group, the
town is aware of the necessity for the establishment of an open space and recreation committee to
monitor, steer, and be champions for the realization of the plan’s goals.
B. Planning Process and Public Participation
The Town initiated a comprehensive update of the 2004 Open Space and Recreation Plan in conjunction
with the preparation of the first complete update of its master plan since 1963. An Open Space and
Recreation Plan Advisory Group was formed to work with advisory groups for each of the other master
plan elements: Goals and Policies/Community Development, Historic and Cultural Resources, Housing
and Neighborhoods, Economic Development/ Downtown, Transportation and Circulation, Public
Services and Facilities, Land Use and Zoning/ Smart Growth, and Implementation and Funding.
Members of the Town Council, Planning Board, Conservation Commission, Recreation
Department/Committee, Historical Commission, Town Hall and Department staffs have helped develop
the Open Space and Recreation Plan along with a wide spectrum of citizens including the general public.
Consultants to the Economic Development and Planning Department collected and updated data on the
town’s open space and recreation resources with assistance from town departments that contributed
information on water supply, infrastructure, and recreation areas and programs. A vision for
Southbridge and set of goals for the master plan and for open space and recreation were generated using
a series of public meetings in the fall of 2012 (see section on Public Participation) as a basis. The town
also established a master plan website and Facebook page for collecting comments on both the master
plan and the open space and recreation plan.
The draft open space and recreation plan is being prepared following the guidelines established by the
Massachusetts Division of Conservation Services for the preparation of state-approved open space and
recreation master plans. Background information was gathered and an inventory of resources has been
completed to provide a basis from which to analyze the town’s open space and recreation needs. The
formation of goals, objectives, and appropriate actions is currently underway. These goals, objectives,
and actions will form the substance of a five-year plan for implementation. The plan will be further
reviewed by staff and municipal boards for comment and revision. A series of public forums and
hearings will be held during this process and the town’s website is being used to obtain feedback and
additional information.
The advantage of developing the open space and recreation plan in conjunction with the master plan
assures more participation and interest from a broader spectrum of the community as well as a more
efficient use of time and other resources.
Southbridge designed and implemented an outreach and public participation plan to assure an
inclusionary process that would maximize involvement and comment on developing the master plan
elements including parks, recreation, open space, and related topics. The first phase of the outreach plan
was to engage the public in developing a vision and set of goals for the future of Southbridge. Because
more than 26% of the population is Hispanic most notices, handouts and other materials were available
in both English and Spanish (See appendix for examples). Spanish interpreters were also available at
most of the public meetings. The methods utilized to publicize the meetings included flyers posted at
public areas (town hall, library, post office, YMCA, hospital, neighborhood variety stores, clubs);
articles and inserts in the local newspaper (The Southbridge Evening News); announcement at the
Town of Southbridge
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televised town council meeting; and in the case of the town hall forum, a banner in the downtown area
and sandwich boards near the entry ways to the town hall.
The following ten public forums were held as part of a “Community Conversation” to develop a vision
with the residents of Southbridge:
Focus Group, Private Home
Eagles
Jacob Edwards Library
Community Center (senior citizens)
Middle/High School (high school seniors)
Charlton Street School
West Street School
Southbridge Community Connections
Man/Woman on the street Interviews
Town Hall
Facebook page
These meetings attracted more than 500 participants.
A series of roundtable discussions, ten in total, were held to further address key issues which arose in the
planning process; experts and interested parties were invited to discuss the issues and identify strategies
appropriate for Southbridge. The meetings were well attended, characterized by a dynamic exchange of
ideas, and open to the public. The topics of these discussions were: Healthy and Safe Community,
Downtown Revitalization and Economic Development Town-wide, Business Community, Education for
All, School Department, Sustainability, Community Pride: Interactive Theatrical Event, Neighborhood
Improvement, and Neighborhood Walk with Town Department Heads.
Comment boards allowing residents to state their favorite and least favorite things about Southbridge
were posted at the town hall, the town library, the high school, Community Connections, the YMCA,
three local banks, and The Arts Center.
Summary of the Master Plan Community Conversation.
What most people appreciate about Southbridge:
• The people, small town feel, sense of community, good place to raise a family
• Diversity of ethnic groups/cultures
• Library
• YMCA
• Hospital
• Police and Fire
• Westville Dam and Recreation Area, and the Quinebaug River
• Walkability of town
• New middle/high school
• Parks
• Grocery stores
• Holiday decoration in downtown
• Concerts on the Common
• Historic downtown
• Restaurants
Town of Southbridge
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•

Abundant and high quality water

What most people seem concerned about:
• Empty storefronts in downtown
• Lack of jobs
• Welfare office (concern expressed regarded the location of the welfare office (once believed to be temporary)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

resulting in a disproportionate number of people moving in with public assistance needs)

Tone of town governing bodies
Lack of public transportation
Lack of activities for youth (entertainment/recreation/shopping)
Divisiveness of community, lack of interaction among ethnic groups
Lack of cleanliness
Police relations with community
School district reputation
Crime, especially drugs
Lack of participation/ apathy/negativity
Racial tension
Wastewater treatment plant odor
Teen pregnancy, homelessness
Town’s reputation

(Bold type indicates greatest potential relevance for open space and recreation.)
Public input specifically addressing open space and recreation was obtained through a Southbridge Open
Space & Recreation Survey and a public hearing. The survey forms were placed in multiple locations at
the Southbridge town hall and at the library. While the sampling is small (only 49 surveys were
returned), the responses are significant.
All types of open space lands listed were considered nearly equally important to protect - water
resources & drinking water supply received most votes, but followed closely by passive recreation,
wildlife habitat, historic sites, scenic properties or natural features, farmland & agriculture, and active
recreation. All means listed to preserve open space were supported – the town buying land or
conservation rights, zoning changes, the town accepting donated land or conservation rights, educating
landowners & residents about land protection & estate planning, and reducing taxes on farms. There
was over 50% support for the adoption of the Community Preservation Act (CPA) and for providing the
conservation commission more stringent laws to better protect the wetlands and rivers. In relation to
numerous recreation activities listed, needing more walking trails received the most number of votes.
The Open Space and Recreation public hearing was held on May 13, 2015. The hearing was attended by
approximately 40 people; participants were asked for suggestions regarding implementation of the Open
Space and Recreation Plan’s goals.
Public input on goal 1 - Conserve and protect the watershed:
• Expand the protective zoning overlay district
• Make protection of the watershed permanent under Article 97 or through a conservation
easement to the State.
Public input on goal 2 – Improve and maintain existing recreational resources/facilities:
Town of Southbridge
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•
•
•
•

Improve surface of the Quinebaug Valley Rail Trail
DPW and/or Sheriff’s Department assistance with maintenance of trail system
Increased signage, mapping, and brochures; include habitat corridors and BioMap areas, make all
written material bi-lingual
Add markers to vegetation on public grounds identifying common and scientific names.

Public input on goal 3 – Expand recreational resources, green spaces, and open space:
• Create a handball court, a trail around Carpenter Pond, and a skating rink, expand a canoe trail on
the Quinebaug River, convert blighted properties to playgrounds or community gardens
• Sources of funding: consider adoption of the CPA, assess an “impact fee” on all real estate
transactions and use fees to purchase open space
• Find funding for the Redevelopment Authority Riverfront Park
• Identify privately owned land that would be priority property for protection and future purchase
• Need to hire a grant writer, need a full-time recreation and open space director
• Allow limited public access to the trails on the watershed land.
Public input on goal 4 – Link existing and potential trails and recreational resources:
• Create bicycle routes with signage connecting the downtown to other parts of town, increase
bicycle events
• Resurface the rail trail to enable travel to neighboring town
• Create local transit system so residents can get to the town’s recreational resources.
Public input on goal 5 – Preserve areas of bio-diversity (critical environmental areas), of scenic or
historical value, and farmland:
• Identify and list critical areas for preservation
• Promote agriculture, establish an agriculture overlay zone
• Add a program on the importance of protecting natural recourses to the school curriculum
• Continue to partner with local and regional entities dedicated to open space such as land trusts
• Expand tax breaks for farmland
• Convince the Massachusetts DCR to manage the rail trail to enable the town to make permanent,
protected improvements.
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SECTION 3: COMMUNITY SETTING

SECTION 3 CONTENTS
Page:
A. Regional Context
15
B. History of the Community
16
C. Population Characteristics
18
Summary
D. Growth and Development Patterns 26
Patterns and Trends
Infrastructure
Long Term Development Patterns

A. Regional Context
Southbridge is a town of approximately 16,825 people. It is located on the banks of the Quinebaug River
in the south central portion of Massachusetts, nearly equidistant from the cities of Hartford, Springfield,
Providence, and Worcester. Although conveniently situated near larger more urbanized areas, it is the
nucleus of a scenic, semi-rural region. It is a hub-type community with inner city issues and a
low/moderate household income percentage of 56.7%. Most of the housing is located at or near the
center of the Towns, creating needs for recreation and open space needs within built up areas as well as
for trails and passive recreation in the outlying areas of the Town.
Southbridge is one of the few communities in southern Worcester County that owns and operates its own
water, sewer and municipal landfill. The town has 5 reservoirs that provide municipal water to 95% of
its residents and sells water to the neighboring town of Charlton. Approximately 2,024 acres and 1,100+
acres of border lands are protected by the Watershed Protection Overlay District and Section 15 of the
Southbridge Zoning Bylaw. The Town’s sewer treatment facility accepts some sewerage from the Town
of Sturbridge. In addition, treated water from the sewer treatment facility is piped to the Millennium
Power Plant in Charlton where it is used for cooling, and is then piped back to the sewer treatment
facility prior to being released into the Quinebaug River. With the possible exception of the
southernmost section of Route 169, all water is taken from and returned to the Quinebaug River
Watershed. The Town has a municipal landfill, which is managed by Casella Waste Systems, Inc.
Casella also manages the Town’s roadside trash and recycling pick up, but also accepts municipal waste
from other communities.
Southbridge and Sturbridge share a joint facility, the Westville Recreation area. This is a 578-acre flood
control project; one part of a network of six dams owned and operated by the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers to relieve the effects of flooding along the major rivers of the Thames River Basin. The land
surrounding Westville Lake, a 23-acre body of water, offers amenities including handicapped accessible
picnic facilities and restrooms, ball fields, two boat ramps, and numerous scenic views such as the
observation point at the Westville Dam. Massachusetts stocks the Quinebaug River with fish for
anglers. For hikers and cyclists, a 1.8 trail loop, the Westville Lake Community Trail, circles the lake.
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Other key regional open space and recreational resources include the Grand Trunk Trail, a designated
National Recreation Trail (NRT) (a designation for “exemplary trails of local and regional
significance”). This riverside trail follows the Grand Trunk Railroad bed which runs along the
Quinebaug River. It was the goal of the Grand Trunk Railway’s President, Charles M. Hays, to open a
warm water port for his transcontinental Canadian Railway. The plan was to develop a port in
Providence, Rhode Island and connect that port with the Grand Trunk’s Central Vermont Railway in
Palmer, Massachusetts, a distance of about 53 miles. In 1912, while returning home to Montreal from a
meeting in London with the Grand Trunk’s financial backers, Hays booked passage on the Titanic.
Because of this, the route lost its greatest promoter among management and ownership and the railroad
was never finished.
Even though Charles M. Hays’ dream for the railroad went down with the sinking of the Titanic, his
legacy lives on in the vision of connecting Palmer and Franklin with the Titanic Rail Trail; when
completed it will span through 15 towns in South Central Massachusetts and Northeastern Connecticut
and include the Brimfield Trails, the French River Greenway, the Grand Trunk Trail, the Thompson
Trails, the Southern New England Trunk line Trail, and the QVRT. This envisioned 60-80 mile eastwest trail linking the Blackstone Valley with the Pioneer Valley will pass through the regional towns of
Sturbridge, Southbridge, and Dudley. Southbridge and Dudley have worked diligently for the last
several years on the state-owned QVRT, which now extends the Grand Trunk Trail into Dudley. This
has added a further link in the growing east-west greenways system taking shape in southern New
England.
Another notable regional NRT is the Quinebaug River Water Trail (QRWT). The Quinebaug River runs
for almost 60 miles between Brimfield, Massachusetts, east of Southbridge, and Norwich, Connecticut,
to our south. The QRWT comprises approximately 45 miles of that 60 miles, and 1.7 miles from Old
Mashapaug Road in Sturbridge to Westville Lake in Southbridge. This provides a scenic water trail for
canoeists and kayaks.
Southbridge was once one of the richest communities in America with a booming economy in textiles.
The impact of the mass closures of the town’s textile mills that occurred decades ago still lingers. The
median household income is significantly below that for Worcester County ($47,234 vs. $61,212). The
2010 U.S. Census Bureau shows 13.7% of the population over age 65. Statistics in 2010-11 concerning
the youth reveal a school dropout rate of 17.9% (this rate was recorded as 9.9% in 1999), and a teen birth
rate that remains 5th highest in the state.
Despite the size of the town, Southbridge is considered an urban community due to the ethnic
background of the population and financial demographics. Much of the housing stock is pre-WWII,
multi-family dwellings built on postage-stamp style lots that create densely populated neighborhoods
with little or no green space.
These socio-economic statistics demonstrate the need for the town to continue efforts to provide open
space in densely populated neighborhoods and to improve and develop recreational facilities that are
easily accessible by foot. The town’s open space survey asked the question, “which park, field or trail
do you like most in town and why?” One resident’s response was, “by my home – shouldn’t everyone
have close access?” Given that many of the residents do not have the ability to travel outside of the
community for recreation, “close access” for all residents is the ideal for which to strive.
B. History of the Community
Town of Southbridge
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In 1795, Southbridge was formed as a separate community consisting of inhabitants of the southeast part
of Sturbridge, the southwest part of Charlton, and the west part of Dudley. Southbridge was
incorporated on February 15, 1816, and the first town meeting was held the following March 6th. At the
time of incorporation there were approximately 900 people living in the community which developed
into a manufacturing town during the industrial revolution. The Marcy Saw and Grist Mills back in the
1730's had started the trend using the Quinebaug River as a convenient source of power. Town growth
followed industrial growth along and near the banks of the Quinebaug, leaving the hilly northern and
southern sections agrarian and rural until the need for housing in the 20th century lead to development
along the major roads there. Vacant farm land between the major roads remains largely undeveloped,
and there are still some active small farms.
The first cotton factory was built in 1811 where Westville Dam is now sited with a woolen factory going
up about the same time. Deacon Sumner manufactured the first wool designed for sale in 1811, the wool
being supplied by Calvin and Luther Ammidown, Esquires. The War of 1812 provided impetus for
clothing manufacturing. "Water-privileges and water-power were sought and examined with lively
interest," Moses Plimpton writes in 1836. "The introduction of manufacturing in this place in 1812 to
1814 may be considered the great cause or first step in the rapid increase of business and population in
this town. As an illustration it need only be remarked, that previous to that time there were not more
than ten dwelling houses within a quarter mile of the Baptist Meeting House. There were only three
dwellings in Globe Village - Captain Newell's, Gershom Plimpton, and Samuel Fiske's”.
In 1814 Globe Manufacturing Company was incorporated, making cotton, woolen cloth, and yarn. The
neighborhood on the west side of town surrounding the mill became known as the “Globe Village.”
During the same year spinning and weaving machinery were introduced which brought hardship to the
many home weavers. Peace with Britain in 1815 led to the repeal of double duties on foreign woolens
and the subsequent influx of foreign goods brought further hardship.
The Columbian Cotton Mill was built in 1821. The town was not populated entirely by ambitious
Ammidowns, Plimptons, and Masons; many working hands were needed in the mills. By today's
standards working conditions were unpleasant but typical of the age. Power looms were installed in
1824 after much opposition from hand weavers. The factories maintained their own company stores
where the workers bought on credit since they received their salaries only once a year. By 1820 there
were 1,066 residents of Southbridge. Textile manufacturing dominated town industry until well into the
twentieth century. For example, the Hamilton Woolen Company, which dissolved in the early 1960s,
was incorporated in 1831.
In the 1820s another industry began which gave Southbridge a national reputation as an optical
manufacturing center. Mechanic, inventor, and businessman William Beecher had been manufacturing
articles of silver in Southbridge since 1826. About 1831 he began making silver frames for eyeglasses.
A couple of years later he made steel frames that were better and less expensive than those made in
Europe. These were possibly the first steel frames made in the United States. This was the beginning of
what became the American Optical Company (AO).
In 1840 Beecher sold his business to Holdridge Ammidown and Jairus Putney who continued it until
1842 under the name Ammidown and Son. By 1850 it was called Ammidown and Company and the
manufacture of gold spectacles began. Beecher returned to the company in 1860. Name and personnel
continued to change until the business was incorporated as the AO in 1869. Through the years AO grew
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to produce over 2,000 products with over 11,000 employees worldwide. The Southbridge location grew
from 4 employees in 1833 to 4,200 by 1966. In conjunction with the mill facilities, AO purchased and
built homes for workers, including the many triple-decker structures located in the “Flats” area of town,
which lies along the Quinebaug between two areas of descending river waters and small falls, just east of
the center of Town.
In 1933, the Harrington Cutlery Company merged with the John Russell Cutlery Company (established
in 1833) and formed the Russell-Harrington Cutlery Company of Southbridge and Turner Falls. Under
the ownership of the Wells family and the AO, the union brought together two legendary names in
cutlery “Dexter and Green River”. Following the flood of 1936 and the months long clean up, the entire
operation was moved from Turners Falls to Southbridge.
Meanwhile, the town worked to create infrastructure to support the growing community. The first road
into Southbridge was constructed in 1739 and began at the Sturbridge meeting house. In 1828 the Board
of County Commissioners laid out and ordered to be constructed the county road leading from
Southbridge to Dudley.
The pattern of development in Southbridge is still connected to the early years. The Globe village
section of the community was built and prospered as the textile mills grew along the banks of the
Quinebaug River. The Flats area was built to house the workers of the AO. Development grew from the
town center into other, outlaying sections of the community, but the most densely populated section of
the Town still remains in the center, along the Quinebaug River. The Town grew wealthy as the optical,
tool and die, and tool industries prospered. A downtown with fine Victorian buildings grew to meet the
needs of the community, along with a hospital, many town services, and later a YMCA and a municipal
airport.
As hard times hit the mills and the AO, the community was affected. The large owner-occupied
three-deckers that were built for mill workers became economically attractive to families of limited
income and landlords who live elsewhere. The result was a lack of green space in densely populated
areas.
C. Population Characteristics
The information presented below is excerpted from the 2010 U.S. Census Bureau and the U.S. Census
Bureau Decennial Census of Population for Past Years, unless noted otherwise.
Population Trends

Southbridge has a total population of about 16,825. In 1990, the town had 17,816 people, up from 1980
by 1,151 people. By 2000 the population had dropped to 17,314, with a further loss by 2010. The
following is the distribution of residents in 2010 among “times of life”, in percentages:
•
•
•
•
•

Persons under 5 years
Persons 5 - 19 years
Persons 20 - 34 years
Persons 35 – 64 years
Persons 65 – 85 and up
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6.1%
19.7%
19.8%
40.7%
13.7%
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The following shows how these life cycle age groups have changed over time:
Life Cycle Groups
Pre School
School Age
Young Adults
Family Formation
Family Rearing
Empty Nesters
Retirees
Senior Citizens

Age Categories
< 5 years
5-19 years
20-34 years
35-44 years
45-54 years
55-64 years
65-74 years
75 years and over
Total Population

1990
1,362
3,577
4,557
2,344
1,511
1,364
1,591
1,510
17,816

2000
1,138
3,739
3,640
2,642
2,156
1,399
1,114
1,486
17,314

2010
1,019
3,286
3,328
2,337
2,437
2,016
1,081
1,215
16,719

Southbridge has been steadily losing population for the last 20 years, but the 2014 annual estimated
population showed a slight increase to 16,825. It is expected to grow to 17,800 by 2030. While the
family rearing category gained, it is expected to decrease as the diminished young adult and family
formation groups advance into this older age group. The retirees and senior citizens are expected to
increase as the larger family rearing and empty nester categories advance into the next two over age 64
categories. The most significant population trend is that, of those aged 65 and over is projected to
increase 91% from 2010 to 4,380 by 2020.
Changes in life cycle groups have implications for all aspects of a municipality, including open space
and recreation. Open space and recreation facilities for youth and families must be balanced with the
need for passive forms of recreation to meet the increase in the senior population.
Employment Trends

The Massachusetts Executive Office of Labor and Workforce Development, Labor Market Information,
reports that over the last 10 years unemployment in Southbridge has been about 2-3% higher than the
state average. In March, 2013, unemployment was 10.1% while the state was 6.4%. Both figures
represent an improvement. In January, 2012, Southbridge had a 10.8% unemployment rate, while the
state had a 7.7% rate. Historic data shows that a “normal” unemployment rate is about 6 to 7%, while
for the state it is 4 to 5%. The Hispanic/Latino unemployment rate in Massachusetts was 16.1% in 2011,
according to the report, The Hispanic Labor Force in the Recovery – 2011 by the U.S. Department of
Labor. For the U.S., the comparable rate was 12.5%.
Private sector employment experienced a slow decline during the last 11 years. This is a continuation of
a long term trend that started when the optics industry started its decline in the 1970s. Manufacturing
was the town’s traditional economic base. According to the Massachusetts Executive Office of Labor
and Workforce Development; ES-202 Wage Reports, the number of manufacturing companies declined
from 48 in 2001 to 35 in 2011 representing about 900 jobs. Other sectors that lost jobs are retail trade,
information services and business and professional services. All other sectors grew somewhat, with
health services, social services, and accommodation and food services showing the most gains. Some
activities such as printing and plastics disappeared by 2011 and were replaced by medical equipment and
coating and engraving metals which did not exist in 2001.
Business and professional services showed the second largest decline between 2001 and 2011. Some of
the decline is due to losses in overall employment and the number of businesses in other categories. The
Town of Southbridge
Open Space & Recreation Plan May 2017

Page 20

major declines in this category were in administrative and office support services. Retail trade is the
third category for which a decline is reported. Retail trade generally varies with population growth or
decline. The loss in retail trade can be attributed mainly to the loss in population in Southbridge
between 2000 and 2010 (a loss of 595 people). It can also partially be attributed to the fact that lower
income people are moving to Southbridge with less purchasing power than other households. Thus, for
multiple reasons, Southbridge has become less of a regional shopping center.
The town’s 26 largest employers have from 50 to 1000 employees, with the Harrington Memorial
Hospital Complex the largest employer in town. Most businesses are quite small with less than 12
employees on average. Small establishments, predominantly retail and services, have grown in number
creating a diversified economy which can help to mitigate the effects of downturns in specific industries
or groups of industries. This diversification is evidenced by the fact that there were 476 private sector
establishments in 2011; up by 60 from 2001, with fairly steady growth each year despite the fact that the
number of employees has declined, as reported by the Massachusetts Executive Office of Labor and
Workforce Development.
Traditional “blue collar” occupations include construction, extraction and maintenance, and production,
transportation and material moving occupations; these account for 34.7% of Southbridge’s labor force.
Traditional “white collar” occupations account for 65.3% of the labor force.
About half of Southbridge’s employed residents have jobs out-of-town. The town has industries, stores,
and services that attract employees, customers, and clients from nearby towns, but while it is still an
important sub-regional retail center, it no longer serves as the multi-dimensional regional center it did in
the past.
Population and Housing Density

In general, population and housing is most dense in the areas of town that were the sites of early
industrial development along the contours of the Quinebaug River, mainly in the north and east of the
downtown and in the northwest area of the Town. Pockets of multi-family residences and highest density
are located in these areas, as reflected in the following environmental justice populations; minority,
income and English isolation, and minority and income. Minority environmental justice populations are
also found southwest of the downtown.
Ethnicity Trends

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 and 2010 Census Population, the ethnic composition has
changed as the Hispanic/Latino component increased from 20.2% of the population in 2000 to 26.6% of
the population in 2010. The White component fell by 4.0% during this same period, but Whites still
account for 81.2% of the population in 2010.
Figure 2: Southbridge Ethnicity of Population

White
Afro-American
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% in 2000

% in 2010

85.2
1.4

81.2
2.6
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Native-American
Asian
Other or Mixed Race
Total
Hispanic/Latino

0.4
1.5
11.5
100
20.2

0.5
1.9
13.8
100
26.6

The 2007-2011 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates reflect what language was spoken at
home. If the language spoken at home was other than English, the census asked how well the residents
spoke English.
Total population 5 years and older
English only
Language other than English
-- Speak English less than “very well”
- Spanish
-- Speak English less than “very well”
- Other Indo-European languages
-- Speak English less than “very well”
- Asian and Pacific Islander languages
-- Speak English less than “very well”
- Other languages
-- Speak English less than “very well”

15,655
10,519
5,136
2,248
3,922
1,891
912
184
291
162
11
11

Figure 7: Proportion of Linguistically Isolated Households in 2000,
Comparing Households’ Languages
Language Spoken at Home

total

%

Spanish
linguistically isolated
not ling. Isolated

1,177
350 29.7%
827

Other Indo-European Langs.
linguistically isolated
not ling. Isolated

1,063
143 13.5%
920

Asian/Pac. Island Langs.
linguistically isolated
not ling. Isolated
Other Languages
linguistically isolated
not ling. Isolated

Town of Southbridge
Open Space & Recreation Plan May 2017

86
14 16.3%
72
5
0
5

0.0%
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Southbridge has a large and growing Latino population, a significant number who speak Spanish at
home, some of whom have limited English proficiency and are considered linguistically isolated.
The U.S. Census Bureau, 2007-2011 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates reports a total
population of 16,800 (slightly higher than the 2010 Census cited earlier) with 93.6% of Southbridge
residents citizens of the United States, with the great majority born in Massachusetts. The following
indicates where residents were born:
Native to the United States
Born in Massachusetts
Born in other state in the U.S.
Born in Puerto Rico, U.S. Island areas, or born abroad to American parents
Foreign born
Naturalized U.S. Citizen
Not a U.S. Citizen

15,719
11,243
2,111
2,365
1,081
579
502

In general, the U.S. Census Bureau, 2007-2011 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, reflect
that foreign-born residents made entry into the U.S. in greater numbers prior to 2000. Local observers
report that foreign-born arrivals tend to cluster in waves, for example, the years 1979-1980 saw a
number of Laotians move into Southbridge.
Educational and Family Income Trends
Despite the consensus on the part of the community that education is, at all levels, critical to the town’s
future, the state of education for youth, adults, and seniors is lagging. The state has labeled the
Southbridge School District as “underperforming” as a result of low school enrollments, high dropout
rates, low educational attainment, and an overall poor district reputation. Large numbers of
Southbridge’s at-risk youth are involved in the use and sale of narcotics. Adult literacy rates are low,
and adequate educational services are not available to the town’s increasing senior population.
The U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 and 2010 Census of Population, reflects that while educational
attainment is improving, it is still behind Worcester County in higher education.
Education Attainment of Population over 24

% in 2000

% in 2010

Less than 9th Grade
9th to 12th Grade but No Diploma
High School Grad (including equivalency)
Some College, No Degree
Associate Degree
Bachelor’s Degree
Graduate or Professional Degree
Total

11.4
17.2
36.2
17.2
5.5
8.7
3.8
100

8.4
13.8
40.3
16.0
7.3
9.7
4.5
100

% in Worcester
County: 2010
4.3
7.2
29.6
17.3
8.7
20.2
12.7
100

Only three quarters of the town’s population aged 25 and older have a high school diploma, and a large
number of residents are reportedly functionally illiterate. The high school dropout rate is of serious
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concern. When Southbridge students are viewed in terms of a 4-year cohort, the dropout rate in 2011
was 19%, with higher rates in certain demographic groupings. For example, in 2009 the overall dropout
rate was 21.4% with male students dropping out at a rate of 27.7%, special education students at a rate of
50%, and white students at a rate of 26.5% (as compared to latino students who dropped out at a rate of
19.4%). In general, the high school dropout rate peaked in 2004 and began to decrease, reaching a rate
of 5.5% in 2010.
While income is closely associated with education, household income has grown in Southbridge.
Households by Income
Less than $10,000
$10,000 to $14,999
$15,000 to $24,999
$25,000 to $34,999
$35,000 to $49,999
$50,000 to $74,999
$75,000 to $99,999
$100,000 to $149,999
$150,000 and over
Median Household Income

2000
924
567
1,136
1,014
1,081
1,439
472
348
96
$33,913

%
13.1
8.0
16.1
14.3
15.3
20.3
6.7
4.9
1.4

2010
442
429
845
734
1,040
1,332
865
611
201
$47,234

%
6.8
6.6
13.0
11.3
16.0
20.5
13.3
9.4
3.1

However, there also exists significant percentage of low income households (57.1%) in Southbridge.
The U.S. Census Bureau 2007 – 2011 American Community Survey 5 Year Estimates, indicates the
following percentages of families and people whose income in the past 12 months is below the poverty
level:
All families
With related children under 18 years
With related children under 5 years only
Married couple families
With related children under 18 years
With related children under 5 years only
Families with female householder, no husband present
With related children under 18 years
With related children under 5 years only
All residents
Residents under 18 years
Residents 18 years and over

13.8%
21.3%
18.2%
3.9%
7.3%
0.0%
36.9%
41.1%
42.4%
16.2%
24.8%
13.3%

One quarter of the children under the age of 18 is below the poverty level. Of Hispanic/Latino
individuals, 21.8% have incomes below the poverty level in Southbridge.
Housing Trends

The U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 Census of Housing indicates there are many rental housing units in
Southbridge. There are 1,759 rental units occupied by householders (head of households) in the younger
age groups (ages 15 to 44). In each of these age groups, renters exceed owners. Over age 44, owners
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exceed renters. For the town as a whole (all age groups) renters exceed owners by 410 occupied housing
units. The percentage of renter occupied housing units fell from 55.1 to 53.0 between 2000 and 2010.
This is a favorable trend because home ownership generally means a greater commitment to a
community and greater economic stability for residents as financial equity accrues in their property.
Rental units are associated with population mobility. Mobility is also reflected by the length of time
residents (renters and owners) have lived in their homes. U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 Census of Housing,
shows that only about 40% of Southbridge’s residents have lived in their current housing units since
2005 (relatively short-term residents). Another 21% have lived in their homes since 2000 (mid-term
residents). This means that only about 40% of Southbridge’s residents are long-term (more than 12
years). Relatively rapid turnover of rental housing units is one factor that has led to deteriorating
neighborhood quality.
The most mobile categories are the younger age groups, from age 1 to 44. Forty-two percent of the age
group 25 to 29 moved into Southbridge within the last year. Overall (for all age groups) 19.6% of the
population moved into town within the last year. This is a large number associated with a rapid turnover
of tenants in rental property. Most of the mobility is in the younger age groups. Only 7.6% of the
town’s residents over age 44 moved into their homes in 2009. The children (age 1 to 17) who moved
into town came with their families, whose adult members are counted in the young adult, family
formation, and family rearing age groups (ages 20 to 54).
The types and sizes of households have been changing somewhat over the last decade. Total households
have declined by 3%, reflecting the decline in total population but offset somewhat by the 19.6% of
people who moved into Southbridge. Family households have declined by 5.6%, and married couple
families have declined by 14.4%. The percentage of households with children headed by a married
couple is the lowest in the region (58.2%). Nearly 40% of children under the age of 18 are living in
single parent households while the state average is under 23%.
Female headed households increased by 6.3% between 2000 and 2010, and those with children under
age 18 increased by 8.2%. The decline in the number of households with children under age 18, like the
aging of the population, has important implications for the need for size of housing units; smaller
households need smaller housing units. In 2000, 59% of owner-occupied housing units had households
of one or two people. For renter-occupied housing units 66% were households of one or two people.
The figures are about the same in 2010; 58% for owner occupied housing units and 65% for renteroccupied housing units. The figures reflect the existence of smaller housing units and the continued
need in the future for smaller units.
Household Types and Size:
Total Households
Family Households (families)
With Own Children Under 18 Years
Married Couple Family
With Own Children Under 18 Years
Female Householder, No Husband Present
With Own Children under 18
Non-Family Households
Householder Living Alone
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2000
7077
4520
2203
3087
1283
1100
745
2557
2103

2010
6866
4269
1961
2642
1061
1169
806
2597
2090

%
-211
-251
-242
-445
-222
+69
+61
+40
-13
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Householder Over Age 64
Households with Individuals Under 18 Years
Average Household Size
Average Family Size
Average Household Size of Owner Occupied Housing Units
Average Household Size of Renter Occupied Housing Units

1678
2385
2.41
2.98
2.65
2.21

1462
2127
2.29
2.98
2.48
2.11

-216
-258
-0.12
0
-0.17
-0.1

Two person households are the dominant mode for owners, and one person households are the dominant
mode for renters. The town’s current rental vacancy rate of 8.8% means that there are many rental units
available. Hispanic/Latino households are attracted by the existing Hispanic/Latino people, shops, and
cultural support groups. Hispanic/Latino tenants occupied 29% of the town’s rental units in 2010; up
from the figure of 11% in 2000.
Ancestry

The Early Industrial Period brought an influx of immigrants attracted by employment in the mills. A
large French-Canadian migration began in 1832, followed by the Irish and Germans. By 1885, FrenchCanadians made up over 50% of the population, and by the turn of the century Jews, Poles, Albanians,
and Greeks were living and working in Southbridge. Beginning in the 1950’s, the Town experienced an
influx of Hispanic Americans from Puerto Rico. Since Puerto Rican citizens are considered Americans,
they have had a significant impact on the community characteristics of the Town. The residents think of
Southbridge as a diverse community as noted in the town’s 2003-2004 Long Term Plan and in the
current 2012-2013 Master Plan and the Census bears this out.
Figure 3: Ancestries outside the U. S. Reported by Residents in 2000
Including “First Ancestry” and All Others Mentioned
Ancestry

# who
reported
as first
ancestry

Total # who
mentioned

Ancestry

# who
Total #
reported
who
as first mentioned
ancestry

Albanian
Arab:
Lebanese
Palestinian
Armenian
Australian
Austrian
British
Canadian
Ancestry

55
33
25
8
22
6
15
34
260
# who
reported
as first
ancestry

55
57
49
8
22
6
15
46
276
Total # who
mentioned

Hungarian
Iranian
Irish
Italian
Lithuanian
Norwegian
Polish
Portuguese
Romanian
Ancestry

0
13
7
7
1,232
2,251
1,104
1,482
39
79
11
11
932
1,367
119
119
26
47
# who
Total #
reported
who
as first mentioned
ancestry

6

6

Croatian
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Russian

34

69
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Czech
Czechoslovakian
Danish
Dutch
English
European
Finnish
French
[except Basque]
French Canadian
German
Greek

6
5
12
0
668
7
12
3,275

6
11
17
29
1,194
7
18
4,103

Scotch-Irish
Scottish
Slovak
Subsaharan African:
African
Other Subsah. Afric.
Swedish
Ukrainian

2,139
340
84

2,385
627
111

Haitian
Yugoslavian
Other Groups

104
218
0
18
11
7
165
16

140
296
21
18
11
7
220
22

0
8
3,570

8
8
4,062

Summary - Southbridge is marked by diversity of income, family structure, ethnic background, and
place of origin. Working schedules, lack of transportation, financial constraints, single parent
households, and language barriers all raise potential obstacles to many residents’ enjoyment of and
participation in open space resources and recreation programs in town.
D. Growth and Development Patterns
Patterns and Trends

Southbridge was founded at the threshold of the industrial revolution. Development was fueled by
waterpower along the Quinebaug River and close-knit residential and economic growth rose up around
the mill sites. A legacy of brick factory buildings and complexes remains to house new industry where
mills once thrived. Wool and fabric mills, eyeglass, tool and knife industries were the mainstay of the
town’s livelihood during the second half of the nineteenth century and for much of the twentieth century.
With the advent of personal transportation, the community spread out from the mill sites creating
neighborhoods with green yards and commercial activity farther removed from the town center.
Today, fiber optics, sheet metal, safety products, and medical instruments have joined the lens and
peripheral industries in the old mill complexes. Tool and die and tool and knife remain in well
maintained facilities at various locations. Some of the historic brick buildings in the town center have
returned to their earlier mixed use, both commercial and residential, bringing back a more vital and
vibrant downtown, and encouraging more mixed uses to foster more sustainable development. The
downtown is the area generally covered by the central core overlay zoning district which also contains
the Centre Village National Register Historic District.
There are still spaces within the historic buildings near the old mill sites and the town center, but other
opportunities are also evolving. According to the 2005 land use data available from Mass.GIS, there
were 283 acres of land zoned for commercial development, with 172 acres of it developed. Similarly
there were 2210 acres of land zoned for industrial development, with 154 of it developed. There is land
for expansion of both commercial and industrial activates.
The town has five clusters of related activities that could serve as anchors to attract more jobs and create
more income, namely, the Southbridge Business Center, the Harrington Memorial Hospital, the
Downtown Commercial Area, Financial Institutions, and the Airport and Environmental Technology
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Park. The Southbridge Business Center is a complex of approximately 1,200,000 square feet, in 12
principal buildings, on 150 acres encompassing the former American Optical (AO) site on the east end
of the downtown area. The center has 40 acres of vacant land suitable for building industrial or office
structures.
The Harrington Memorial Hospital and related medical complex consists of a 114 bed acute care
hospital and a treatment center. It is located on the west side of the downtown area and has the potential
to generate downtown business. It has already attracted more medical services to the area and is
expanding its service area through acquisition, adding facilities in surrounding communities, and
welcoming the regional communities to utilize the Southbridge medical facilities. Within the last two
years, Family Health Centers of Worcester has established services here, and as of this writing is seeking
to expand them. The Downtown Commercial Area has the potential to increase its business by attracting
more stores and offices through the town’s revitalization efforts. Those efforts are embodied in the 2010
Downtown Urban Revitalization Plan (URP) which extends from the town center north to the
Quinebaug River and a riverfront park through which the Grand Trunk Trail-Quinebaug Valley Rail
Trail would pass. The entire project is scheduled over a 10 year period and is estimated to cost $13.9
million, with $8.6 million as the town’s share. In addition, several past studies noted tourism as a
potential growth activity in Southbridge, particularly the downtown area based on its attractive and
historic character. This potential is based partly on the existence of the 300,000 to 500,000 tourists who
visit nearby Sturbridge annually. Some could be encouraged to traverse the short distance to
Southbridge. Another asset for downtown Southbridge is the existing financial institutions. They
provide a local touch for business transactions and maintaining handsome properties. They also attract
people to the downtown thereby building pedestrian traffic in the same fashion as the U.S. Post Office,
Town Hall, and Town Library.
The Airport and Environmental Technology Park are additional assets of the town. One of the airport
runways is being extended by 500 feet to allow use by corporate aircraft which will make the
Environmental Technology Park more attractive to businesses. The park has EOA (“Economic
Opportunity Area”) designation and municipal water and sewer. It is suitable for professional and
technical service industries, medical offices, self-storage facilities, specialized manufacturing,
warehouse and distribution facilities, and small associated retail businesses servicing the other
businesses. Environmental features include materials recycling and use of nearby landfill methane and
solar power to generate electricity. In addition, major use of solar power is planned through solar array
farms, one of which would be used by the town for its new school facility. These plans would make
Southbridge among the “greenest” of Massachusetts cities and towns.
In general, the town continues to support industry as a major means of employment and revenue. A
single tax rate has been steadily maintained in order to encourage and sustain the growth of industry.
The town also takes part in the MA Tax Incentive Plan and Tax Increment Financing Program as an
economic development tool to support industrial development.
The Southbridge of today is far more prepared for development and encourages economic growth in
order to provide jobs both within the community and within the region. Recent rezoning of town-owned
land and the subsequent development of the municipal industrial park directs heavy industrial
development to the right location; away from the residential and downtown core area.
The Town participates in the MA Economic Development Incentive Program as an economic
development tool to support industrial development. The first Economic Opportunity Area was approved
October 10, 1995 by the Economic Assistance Coordinating Council in Boston. Since then, additional
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economic opportunity areas have been approved. Notably, these have all been sites with existing
buildings, and no open space has been destroyed as a result of the program. However, the Town needs to
attract new industry and is aware that not all industry can utilize former mills and traditional industrial
buildings. Although there is little developable land in Southbridge, in the mid 1990’s the decision to
accommodate new industry by establishing an industrial park in the northwest quadrant of the Town was
made. The location for the Environmental Technology Park was selected, because: its available land is
closest to Routes 20, 84 and 90 than any other; it could provide space for a new access road away from
land that is zoned for residential use; and it is next to the municipal airport and the municipal landfill.
Although it is difficult terrain and provides development challenges, it does have the advantages of
available materials from recycling and use of landfill methane and solar power to generate electricity.
The land is now undeveloped open space and is not being utilized for recreation, or even passive
recreation. It is adjacent to a parcel of land that has recently been designated as permanent open space
under MGL Ch. 93; this newly designated land would not be suitable for recreation but will be reserved
for wildlife and will be an environment that is largely left in peace. The Environmental Technology
Park is the first industrial space to be developed in many decades, and construction by its first tenant is
currently underway. In the meantime, the Town continues to encourage and enable industrialists and
entrepreneurs to adapt and re-use existing properties within the built-up sections of Town, especially in
former mill buildings.
At this time, there is no other suitable, undeveloped land with sizable available parcels that has been
deemed appropriate for modern industrial development. The geography of the Town dictated that growth
during the Industrial Revolution along the Quinebaug River, which runs west to east, leaving very little
undeveloped land near the center. Land north and south of this industrially driven growth remained
agricultural until the mid-20th century. Zoning was assigned in the early 1940’s, and the outlying land
was designated “Single Family Residential”. Growth there has therefore been mainly residential and
tends to be along existing roads, leaving undeveloped land behind it, often hidden from view. The loss of
working farms in these areas during the late 20th Century has left undeveloped land at risk, but its
challenging geography and Single Family Residential zoning, the most restrictive of the Town’s zones,
has protected it from development to a large degree. The exception to this is the land in the northwest
quadrant. The airport and the landfill were already existing when the zoning there was changed in 1995
to allow for the industrial park, as described above.
The Town now faces the challenges of preparing for growth, encouraging new-age, enlightened
agriculture, and protecting un-developed land for the benefit of future inhabitants of Southbridge.
Property on the northern and southern drumlins is where the majority of open land exists, but there are
also pockets of open space within the developed areas, and there are existing parks and recreation spaces
that can be improved and developed.
Infrastructure

Transportation
The major regional highways have close proximity to the town center; 4 miles to US Route 20, 6 miles
to I-90 (Massachusetts Turnpike), and 3 miles to I-84. Southbridge has no direct access, but must rely
on minor arterial roads to reach these roadways. Highway access to Southbridge is limited by the
scarcity of thru roadways causing traffic congestion on available roads, limiting mobility both within the
town and between the neighboring towns of Sturbridge and Charlton, and imposing constraints on
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potential commercial, industrial, and residential development in the area. The arterial roads serving
Southbridge include Massachusetts and/or Connecticut State Routes 131, 169, and 198. The
construction of a new access road was recently completed which provides access to the Environmental
Technology Park from Route 169. It has been accepted as a public roadway by the town.
A limited transit service for the general public began January 26, 2013 with added busses and increased
use in each successive year. The Worcester Regional Transit Authority (WRTA) is providing a new
service to Southbridge and Charlton along Routes 169 and 20 to the Auburn Mall and the Union Station
in Worcester. Since 1974, the SCM Elderbus has provided regional transit service to seniors and the
disabled. Under the auspices of the WRTA, it serves 21 communities in central Massachusetts with
access to safe, reliable, and affordable transportation.
Although the new bus service has been so well received, there is a need for more public transpiration in
order to increase access to the town’s resources as well as to those of surrounding areas (including
employment opportunities). As the town population and economics change over time, the transportation
system and service will likely evolve to meet the demands of residents, employees, and visitors.
The town updated a self-evaluation and transition plan in 2009, also known as the Town of Southbridge
Accessibility Plan, which assessed the condition of the sidewalks and curb ramps on the main public
ways and a number of downtown area minor or local streets. Recent sidewalk improvements have
mainly focused on the downtown and school areas. The assessment revealed that many of the curb
ramps, especially on major and secondary streets were reasonably functional. In general, sidewalks are
older and are in significant need of major repair and/or full replacement to come into full compliance
with the accessible curb ramp ADA standards. Sidewalk and streetscape improvements were identified
as part of the 2010 URP.
Existing trails and bike paths in the Town of Southbridge include the Westville Lake Community Trail,
the Grand Trunk Trail, the Heritage Nature Trail, and the QVRT. A portion of the Grand Trunk Trail
was recently built as a detour to the south side of the Quinebaug River to connect the SturbridgeSouthbridge Westville trail network to the QVRT currently extending into Dudley. These trails provide
links in the growing east-west greenways system taking shape in southern New England which not only
connects Southbridge to neighboring towns, but will connect the regional towns to nearby states.
(www.grandtrunktrailblazers.org)
It is important to note that while trails currently extend from River Road in Sturbridge through
Southbridge into Dudley, some of the connections need refinement. The recently constructed detour of
the Grand Trunk Trail needs final surfacing for a bicycle path. Additionally, the portions connecting the
Heritage Nature Trail to the Grand Trunk Trail and the Grand Trunk Trail to the QVRT includes rail bed
sections that have yet to be converted to navigable trail surface, as well as traverses sidewalks and
roadways that require sidewalk construction and/or replacement, improved curb ramps, and signage to
increase accessibility and safety. While much work has been done on the QVRT from Route 131 to
Dudley, it still needs re-surfacing to be more functional and enable bicycling and strollers.
The town has one airport, the Southbridge Municipal Airport, owned and operated by the town. The
airport is located about three miles northwest of the downtown and approximately five miles from the
regional highway system in Sturbridge. It is designated by the Massachusetts Aeronautics Commission
as part of the statewide airport system; the purpose of the system is to ensure that all areas of the state are
accessible by air. The airport is a utility airport to accommodate smaller, lighter, general aviation
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aircraft; it also offers air taxi services. Of the four utility airports in the Central Massachusetts region,
the Southbridge airport is the most utilized airport. Following a direct hit from a tornado in June, 2011,
rebuilding of hangers was undertaken and new growth and development has been spurred by a change in
management. Recent developments include new hangers, plans for a new terminal, self-serve fuel, and a
new airport based business. New tenants and a waiting list for space in the new hanger will substantially
increase the total number of Southbridge-based private planes.
The Southbridge Transportation Committee was formed in 2011 to advise the Town Council on
transportation related issues. It has been successful in improving the process of identifying, evaluating,
and prioritizing public transportation improvements.
Water, Sewer, and Landfill
Southbridge is one of the few communities in southern Worcester County with municipally owned and
operated water, sewer, and landfill. The older manufacturing firms are located within three miles of
Main Street in Southbridge where the first municipal services were provided; as the town expanded, its
infrastructure extended out from the center. The capacity of the water and sewer departments shows that
the town utilizes less than 50% of the safe yield of the reservoir, allowing the town to provide
infrastructure to further development in Southbridge.
Southbridge has a very reliable source of public water supply that provides municipal water to 95% of its
residents. The water system consists of five surface water reservoirs, one filtration facility, six pump
stations, four water storage tanks, one re-chlorination facility and approximately 93 miles of water main.
Water is delivered to consumers via low service and high service systems.
The town also sells water to the neighboring town of Charlton. Approximately 2,024 acres and 1,100+
acres of border lands are protected by the Watershed Protection Overlay District and bylaw. The Water
Department is in the process of completing a mini-master plan that will provide recommendations for
additional improvements, cost savings, and ways of improving the hydraulic model that increases the
sub-regional nature of the department (e.g., the feasibility of selling additional water to Charlton).
Eighty-five percent of the community is serviced by municipal sewer. The majority of the wastewater
treatment system was built in 1986 and then upgraded in 2008. Most recently a third treatment pool was
added to increase capacity. While the system is in good condition, in the future, the plant will need
approximately $15 to $21 million for improvements to increase efficiency, control odor, and update
technology.
The municipal landfill is active and contains more than 100 acres, of which 60 are within the site
assignment area. The landfill is run by Casella Waste Systems, Inc. As part of the contractual
relationship, the town receives free trash and recycling services for a savings of $1.2 million a year.
Recycling is mandatory per the town’s by-laws. The town is a single stream community that uses zerosort recycling which allows residents to place all of their recyclable material in one toter on the curb for
collection. Since the introduction of this recycling practice, the town has increased its recycling to the
2012 year end rate of 22%. Additional disposal is provided through scheduled bulk waste, seasonal
collection of yard waste, and quarterly Household Hazardous Waste Days. Casella is in the process of
acquiring additional acreage for 1) storage of materials for the compost program and 2) additional
landfill space.
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Residents of Southbridge are proud to have many amenities. The Town has a new middle/high and three
renovated schools, a beautiful downtown, full service fire and police, 3,000 acre watershed with state-ofthe-art filtration plant, renovated and expanded public library, a well maintained wastewater treatment
plant, a municipal airport, municipal solid waste and recycling program, YMCA, attractive town
common, full service hospital, four large parks, trails linking to a United States Army Corps of
Engineers dam and recreation area, a state conservation area with hiking trails, an arts center with
galleries, and an amateur theater.
Long Term Development Patterns

Zoning
In 1941 the Town of Southbridge adopted their first Zoning By-laws. Very little is known about changes
that were made to the original document, but in 1975, soon after the Town Council/Town Manager form
of government was adopted, a completely revised Zoning By-law was enacted. The Zoning By-laws
were updated and adopted May 20, 1985, by the Town Council. From 1985 to 1990, additions and
changes were made to the table of use regulations, table of dimensional regulations, the special permit
process, and cluster and planned unit development was added. Since 1990 various additions and
changes have been made to continue the refining process that guides the development of the community.
A Watershed Protection District was approved by the Town Council on April 23, 1993 to protect the
reservoirs in the Town’s Watershed, one of the Town’s greatest assets.
The existing land in the Town of Southbridge is an area encompassing over 20 square miles totaling over
13,000 acres. The town has 7 zoning categories: single family, two family, multi family, retail business,
general business, light industry, and heavy industry. An 8th district is the Central Core Overlay District,
which recognizes the unique character of the Town’s downtown, commercial district with respect to
dimensional requirements such as setbacks and parking. A second overlay zone was created in the early
1990’s to protect the Town Watershed. It regulates activity within the Watershed via a separate section
of the Zoning Bylaw.
The Planning Board considers the Zoning Bylaw and Subdivision Regulations to be living documents
that must evolve and be subject to review in order to serve the zoning and land use needs of the
Community.
Zoning category
Single Family
Two Family
Multi Family
Total Residential
Retail Business
General Business
Total Business
Light Industry
Heavy Industry
Total Industry
Total
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Acres
9,786.0
911.0
159.0
10,856.0
60.1
222.8
282.9
536.5
1,673.8
2,210.3
13,349.3

Percent
73.3%
6.8%
1.2%
81.3%
0.5%
1.7%
2.2%
4.0%
12.5%
16.5%
100.0%
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Over 2,000 acres of the Single Family district is permanently protected Water Department land and is
unavailable for development. The Single Family districts are located on either side of Clemence Hill
Road and either side of Pleasant Street in the northwest section of the town; on either side of
Guelphwood Road, Ellis Road, and Torrey Road in the northeast section of the town; and the entire
southern section of the town. The Single Family districts allow single family detached houses.
Two Family Residential (911.0 acres) and Multi-Family Residential (159.0 acres) districts are
concentrated along either side of the Quinebaug River and on either side of Worcester and Charlton
Streets. The Two Family Residential districts allow single-family detached and two family dwellings.
The Multi-Family Residential district allows single family, two family, and multifamily units. Other
uses are allowed in accordance with a table of use regulations included in the zoning bylaw. Such uses
as cluster or planned unit developments, educational and other institutions, government and public
services, recreational and social facilities, agricultural uses are generally allowed by a Special Permit or
site plan approval.
Retail Business districts (60.1 acres) are also located along the Quinebaug River and in some scattered
areas in neighborhoods. General Business districts (222.8 acres) are located along the river and along
Worcester Street. There is also a Central Core Commercial District located around the intersection of
Main and Elm Streets in downtown Southbridge. All types of residential uses are allowed in these
business districts. Multi Family dwellings in combination with commercial uses require site plan
approval in the Retail Business and General Business districts and a Special Permit in the Central Core
district. Most types of business uses are allowed in all three districts with a few exceptions that are
prohibited or require site plan approval or a Special Permit. Most industrial uses are prohibited with a
few exceptions that require site plan approval or a Special Permit. Other uses, as in the residential
districts, may require Special Permit or site plan approval.
Light Industry districts (536.5 acres) and Heavy Industry districts (1,673.8 acres) are located along the
Quinebaug River, the eastern border with Dudley, and the northern border with Charlton. All types of
residential uses require a Special Permit in these industrial districts. Most types of business and
industrial uses are allowed in these districts with exceptions that require site plan approval or a Special
Permit. Several heavy manufacturing uses are prohibited in the Light Industry districts. Like the other
districts, other uses may require Special Permit or site plan approval.
Land Use
Existing land use in Southbridge reflects the historic development of the town and the underlying
zoning. Most industrial uses are located along the Quinebaug River and other watercourses that
originally powered the mills. MassGIS prepared an interpretation of land use based on 2005 air photos.
Undeveloped land (forests, wetlands, agriculture, and open land) and water make up 78.5% of the total
area. Of the remaining 2,728.9 developed acres, 65.4% is residential, 6.3% is commercial, 5.6% is
industrial, and 6.4% is recreation and golf course. Other recreation land and activity is associated with
schools (institutional). Other developed land (institutional, waste disposal, junkyards, and mining)
makes up the remaining 15.4%.
Land Use
Agriculture (Cropland and Pasture)
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Acres
432.7

Percent
3.4%
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Forest
Forested Wetland
Non-forested Wetland
Open Land, Brushland, Transitional, and Utility ROW
Recreation
Golf Course
Multi-Family Residential
High Density Residential
Medium Density Residential
Low Density Residential
Commercial
Industrial
Urban Public/Institutional
Transportation
Waste Disposal and Junkyard
Cemetery
Mining
Water
Total

8,313.5
368.7
382.2
139.7
63.7
109.9
291.8
425.2
435.7
151.6
171.9
154.1
91.8
144.1
123.2
48.8
13.2
359.0
12,702.0

65.5%
2.9%
3.0%
1.1%
0.5%
0.9%
2.3%
3.3%
3.4%
1.2%
1.4%
1.2%
0.7%
1.1%
1.0%
0.4%
0.1%
3.0%
100.0%

Of the 5,478 total parcels in the town, 2,479 are classified as single family residential making up 16.28%
of the land in the town at an average of almost an acre per parcel. The largest parcel in this category is
94.66 acres while the smallest is 0.02 acres (872 sq. ft.). This represents a large range, however the
median value remains at .365 acres per parcel (15,900 sq. ft.) which best represents the most typical type
of lot in this class.
Two and three family residential are grouped together. This combination is used since two and three
unit structures generally are in the form of detached houses as opposed to apartment complexes. These
classes make up a large number of the total parcels in the town, nearly one fifth, while accounting for
only 3.3% of the total land area. The average land per parcel for the category is .44 acres while the
median number is .17 acres, with the largest parcel being 43.3 acres and the smallest .04 acres. These
numbers indicate that for the most part the multi-family units in this category are on small parcels.
These units are located primarily in the central part of town.
Multi-family and group quarters consist of those structures housing four or more units as well as
condominium complexes. Although condominiums are usually one household per parcel for tax
purposes, when looking at land use it is more useful to consider the high density of households found in
condominiums as being more similar to the multi-family structure setting. Also in this category are
group quarters such as rooming and boarding houses. The amount of land taken by this category is
similar to that of the previous category, only fewer parcels on slightly larger parcels on average. The
category totals 288 parcels on 192.68 acres.
The hospital, nursing home and charitable organization category is made up of twenty five parcels that
are on 64.18 acres of land, with 38 of those acres belonging to the New England Forest Foundation.
This use, due to its assessor’s code, falls into this category; however, the land use may not be totally
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explained by the classification which is one of the downfalls of using this approach to categorizing land
use.
The next category pertains to religious organizations and their facilities. These parcels vary in size and
amount to about .97% of the land in the town.
Multi-use residential and commercial is the designation used for those buildings that have multi floors
with a mix of uses. A common example of this is the three story main street type building with a
commercial activity on the ground floor and housing units on the upper two. Included in this category
are multi-use properties that favor both residential and commercial as well as a commercial/industrial
mix. These multi-use properties make up a substantial part of the town accounting for 856.44 acres at an
average of 7.45 acres per parcel.
Retail uses; including stores, eating and drinking establishments, auto sales and service, and gas station
among others, comprise a small percentage of the total land area despite being on a fairly large number
of parcels. This lends itself to the thought that there are many small shops in town with few large plazas
and malls. The largest in this category is 38 acres and is automotive sales and service, while the next
largest in the category are two parcels at just over 12 acres each.
The Office, General Business and Hotel category comprises a very small percentage of the land area in
the town, only, .17%. Approximately half (12.17 acres) of the total 23.27 acres in this category is in one
parcel in the General Office Buildings classification (340). Included in this category are banking and
medical offices.
There are 32 parcels in the warehouse and distribution category accounting for 138.24 acres. This
category contains all types of storage facilities such as oil and gas tanks, lumber yards and truck
terminals.
The industrial category, made up of manufacturing buildings, land, and offices, shows a few large
parcels making up a large portion of the land area in the category. One parcel, the Schott Fiber Optic
Inc., takes up 116.08 acres, which is 37.5% of the land found in the Industrial use category. Overall, the
entire category comprises only 2.33% of the land in the Town.
The public utilities category takes up limited space in the town on only a few parcels, a little more than
half of which are radio/television transmission towers, the other half consists of natural/manufactured
gas storage.
Public and municipal property is somewhat all encompassing in terms of uses. Those properties owned
by the town may provide a variety of services and uses. Also, the lands in town owned by the state and
the federal government are included in this category. The category comprises 24.94% of the land in the
town (3,310.46 acres) on 183 parcels. This is the second largest category primarily because it includes
watershed lands (over 2,000 acres), and the airport which encompasses 246.4 acres. Also, another
261.58 acres are dedicated to state and federal uses. The remaining municipal parcels are relatively
small with a few exceptions such as schools.
The recreation, entertainment, and culture category is represented by a few parcels (7) but has a
relatively large amount of land (362.35 acres). This is due to the three golf courses that are in the
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category that contain 305.35 acres combined. In addition, an outdoor target shooting area of over 35
acres makes up a portion of the total land for the category.
The agriculture category contains 16 parcels, 13 of which are dedicated to field crops, 2 are devoted to
pasture land, and 1 to woodland. The amount of acres in this category is 452.88 with the average of 28.8
acres per parcel. This high average is indicative of the one large agricultural operation of 150 acres that
skew the average.
The open space and vacant land category by far encompasses the majority of the land in the town, nearly
acres (which does not include watershed land), approximately 28.3% of the town land. This
category comprises a variety of types of land 'non-use'. The open space is divided into classes based not
only on development potential but also the type of use (residential, commercial, or industrial) it is near
or most suitable for. In addition, forest property is given a classification of its own (601) with 738.32
acres. One interesting fact about this category is that included in it is land specifically designated as open
space (200's class); however Southbridge has no land classified as such.
Looking at the categories for residential, commercial, and industrial land as it is broken down into
developable, potentially developable, and undevelopable, can provide insight into the possible expansion
that can occur in the town. The basis for these designations is varied but may depend on factors such as
slope, wetlands, and lot dimensions.
The only planned industrial development at this time is the Southbridge Environmental Industrial Park,
fully permitted and just beginning to be built out.
Another area for concern in long term development is protection of historical resources some of the
history of the community has been lost through remodeling of beautiful historical architecture into
modem brick and plaster square structures. The character and imprint of the craftsman has been covered
by fabricated wood paneling creating a bleak and generic look, but less so in Southbridge than in other
communities. At least two historical buildings in the Victorian downtown area have been restored
adaptively. Public funds are necessary for such projects, and the Town endeavors to assist private
property owners by cooperatively applying for funding and facilitating beneficial projects as much as
possible. The Southbridge Historical Commission plays an active part in acknowledging of the value of
historical resources and doing its best to protect and preserve them.
Although designed to meet the need of water power, the mills along the river never considered that they
might be harming the environment. Today we have a diligent Conservation Commission that strives to
protect the river’s edge, isolated wetlands in danger of being destroyed and wooded areas from
unscrupulous destruction.
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A. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER
The Natural Heritage & Endangered Species Program (NHESP) describes Southbridge as straddling the
border of the Lower Worcester Plateau and the Southern New England Coastal Plains and Hills
Ecoregions. The Lower Worcester Plateau Ecosystem is comprised of open hills and transition
hardwood and central hardwood forests. Most parts of this ecosystem drain to the Chicopee and
Quinebaug Rivers. The Southern New England Coastal Plains and Hills Ecoregion are composed of
plains with a few low hills. Forests are mainly central hardwoods with some transition hardwoods and
some elm-ash-red maple and red and white pine.
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The landscape of Southbridge is characterized by contrasts: industry and wild places, hills and valleys,
history and future. The town is bordered to the west by Sturbridge, to the north by Charlton, to the east
by Dudley, and to the south by Woodstock, Connecticut. Residents characterize their town as having
"hilly terrain and many waterways." The Quinebaug River bisects Southbridge, flowing from the
northwest through the town center towards the southeast, while ponds, lakes, and pastures sit among
forested hills offering pleasing vistas and valuable wildlife habitat. Occasionally a glimpse of dramatic
rock outcrops or deep ravines cut by the river can be seen beyond the buildings or through the trees. The
river powered industrial growth along the river valley for years and has been a catalyst for the evolution
of this mill town.
One hundred and fifty years of industrial expansion is exhibited in the urban architecture of Southbridge.
The rich reds, greens, and greys of the Victorian-style buildings and unique multi-family dwellings
contrast with the ridges and forested hilltops. Sparsely developed spaces surround Southbridge's center.
Houses and small businesses dot the roadsides along the main access routes to and from town. Brick
mill buildings portray the history and industrial foundation of the community. The rich collection of
natural resources and the diversity of styles found in Southbridge’s architecture are worthy of
preservation.
B. TOPOGRAPHY, GEOLOGY, and SOILS
[See Soils & Geology map in Appendix]
Topography
Elevations range from an average low point of 600 feet above sea level in the northwest corner of town
to the highest point at 1019 feet in the southwest corner of town near the Massachusetts/Connecticut
border. The Quinebaug River travels northwest to southeast through the town center and drops to an
elevation of about 400 feet as it crosses into the town of Dudley, 100 feet lower than the river's western
boundary elevation. Eighteen percent of Southbridge is steep (15-35%) slopes and extremely sensitive
to erosion; these steep slopes add visual drama and have potential, although limited, recreation value.
Most of Southbridge consists of slopes between 3-15%, where the urban center has concentrated and
where outlying growth has occurred. These slopes have some restrictions when designing for
recreational use. For example, playing field sites would require grading. Slopes greater than 5% are not
universally accessible and should be addressed on an individual, site-specific basis.
The flattest areas of Southbridge, between 0-3% slopes, are typically found in wetlands and floodplains
and comprise approximately 15% of the total land area of the town. These low lying areas are scattered
throughout the town as well as along the river. While the slope may be conducive to recreational
activities, the wet soils pose a problem.
The shallow depth to bedrock, found in at least 35% of Southbridge, increases the expense of installing
septic systems, basements, and foundations for buildings. Shallow depth to bedrock can result in slow
percolation rates making it difficult to site septic systems. In some areas the shallow depth to bedrock
prevents percolation and creates perched wetlands. These wetlands are not dependent on streams, rivers,
or lakes for their water supply. Rainwater and snow melt run-off are their primary water source.
Summary: Southbridge's topography has shaped the town center's physical sprawl and restricted
suburban growth. Overall, Southbridge is textured by a series of ridges and valleys that extend in a
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north/south pattern. Steep ridges have kept most outlying growth to the valley floors, low lying areas,
and major transportation corridors. These ridges add visual drama and have potential, although limited,
recreation value. Care should be taken to avoid recreational activities that would promote soil erosion.
Soils and geology
[See attached Soils & Geology map in Appendix]
Approximately 43% of the soils in Southbridge have few constraints for development. Wet soils and
those with shallow depth to bedrock and steep slopes constrain development but provide opportunities
for recreation and education. Three percent of soils in Southbridge are prime agricultural soils, a
valuable state and national resource, worthy of conserving.
Most of the soils found in Southbridge can be categorized as glacial till, unsorted deposits left by
melting continental glaciers. Glacial till is made up of a mixture of sediment, stones, and rocks of
various sizes. Drumlins and other landform composed of till were created as a result of the distribution
of till by glacial advance and retreat. Soil types change from higher elevations to lower elevations with
thin, rocky, upland soils characterizing higher elevations. Deeper, less rocky, more fertile soil
characterizes the lower elevations, making agriculture more viable in the eastern region of town.
Three percent of the soils in Southbridge are considered prime for agriculture. Unfortunately, prime
farmlands also hold few restrictions for development. Prime farmland, as defined by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, is land that has the best combination of physical and chemical characteristics
for producing food, feed, forage, fiber, and oilseed crops and is available for these uses. It could be
cultivated land, pastureland, forestland, or other land, but it is not urban or built-up land or water areas.
The soil qualities, growing season, and moisture supply are those needed for the soil to economically
produce sustained high yields of crops when proper management, including water management, and
acceptable farming methods are applied. In general, prime farmland has an adequate and dependable
supply of moisture from precipitation or irrigation, a favorable temperature and growing season,
acceptable acidity or alkalinity, an acceptable salt and sodium content, and few or no rocks. It is
permeable to water and air. It is not excessively erodible or saturated with water for long periods, and it
either is not frequently flooded during the growing season or is protected from flooding. Slope ranges
mainly from 0 to 6 percent.
While the percentages of soils that have limitations for development total 66%, there is some overlap of
hydric soils and steep slope soils with the shallow to bedrock soils. Due to this overlap, the soils with
constraints for development total approximately 57%. Soils that have few restrictions for development
total 43%.
Farmland
Fifteen percent of the soils in Southbridge are classified as prime agricultural soils, a valuable state and
national resource, worthy of conserving. Prime farmland, as defined by the U. S. Department of
Agriculture, is the land that is best suited to food, feed and forage, fiber, and oilseed crops. It may be
cultivated land, pasture, woodland, or other lands, but is not urban and built up land or water areas.
Unfortunately, prime farmlands also present few restrictions for development, making their future
unsure. There are 740,56 acres protected under Chapter 61A in Southbridge. Admittedly, these are small
farms compared the large farms that flourished in the Town’s more agricultural past. There is a very
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large span of undeveloped land in the south-central area of the Town that once supported active farms.
Consisting of approximately 2,500 acres, it is land that has been spared development because it is wet
and rocky. Wet and rocky terrain prohibits development, but not agriculture. The newly formed
Agricultural Commission is hopeful that recent trends in supporting local agriculture may lead to an
increase in active farming and intends to facilitate this process.

informational foundation for sections C. Water
Resources, D. Vegetation, and E. Fisheries and
Wildlife
Summary of BioMap2: “Conserving the Biodiversity of Massachusetts in a Changing World”
The Massachusetts Department of Fish & Game, through the Division of Fisheries and Wildlife’s
Natural Heritage & Endangered Species Program (NHESP) and the Nature Conservancy’s
Massachusetts Program developed BioMap2 to identify Core Habitat and Critical Natural Landscape
to protect the state’s biodiversity in the context of climate change. NHESP defines these components:
Core Habitat

identifies key areas that are critical for the long-term persistence of rare species
and other Species of Conservation Concern, as well as a wide diversity of natural communities and
intact ecosystems...Critical Natural Landscape identifies large natural Landscape Blocks that are
minimally impacted by development. If protected, these areas will provide habitat for wide-ranging
native species, support intact ecological processes, maintain connectivity among habitats, and enhance
ecological resilience to natural and anthropogenic disturbances in a rapidly changing world…[these]
areas…also include buffering upland around wetland, coastal, and aquatic Core Habitats to help
ensure their long-term integrity.

Core Habitats include:









Rare Species - Plant and animal species listed as “Endangered, Threatened or Special
Concern” under the Massachusetts Endangered Species Act (MESA) based on their rarity,
population trends, and threats to survival,
Other Species of Conservation Concern - In addition to the MESA list, wildlife species and
natural habitats most in need of conservation,
Priority Natural Communities - Groupings of plant and animal species that share a common
environment and occur together repeatedly on the landscape; conservation priority goes to
natural communities with limited distribution and to the best examples of more common
types,
Vernal Pools - Small, seasonal wetlands that provide important wildlife habitat, especially
for amphibians and invertebrate animals that use them to breed,
Forest Cores - Best examples of large, intact forests that are least impacted by roads and
development, providing critical habitat for numerous woodland species,
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Wetland Cores - The least disturbed wetlands within undeveloped landscapes – those with
intact buffers and little fragmentation or other stressors associated with development –
most likely to support critical wetland functions (natural hydrologic conditions, diverse
plant and animal habitats, etc.) and are most likely to maintain these functions into the
future),
Aquatic Cores - Intact river corridors within which important physical and ecological
processes of the river or stream occur.

Critical Natural Landscapes include:





Landscape Blocks - (the most intact large areas of predominately natural vegetation,
consisting of contiguous forests, wetlands, rivers, lakes, and ponds),
Upland Buffers of Wetland and Aquatic Cores - (protective upland buffers around
wetlands and rivers), and
Upland Habitat - to support coastal adaptation.

NEHSP concludes that these components define a “suite of priority lands and waters” that, if
permanently protected, will support the Commonwealth’s natural systems for generations.
NEHSP provides a concise “at a glance” look at the status of BioMap2 Core Habitat and Critical
Natural Landscape for Southbridge, drafted in 2012:
•
•
•
•
•

952 acres (or 7.1% of total area) of open space protected in perpetuity
4,175 acres of BioMap2 Core Habitat
788 acres (or 18.9%) BioMap2 Core Habitat Protected
4,170 acres of BioMap2 Critical Natural Landscape
705 acres (or 16.9%) of Critical Natural Landscape Protected

The BioMap2 report for Southbridge includes maps showing Core Habitats and Natural Landscapes
that fall entirely or partially within the town boundaries. The largest sections of these components
occur in the southwestern and southeastern corners with a narrow band of land connecting the two
areas. In addition, there are smaller areas along the border with Dudley and narrow bands of land to
the north extending down from Sturbridge and Charlton.
End OF informational foundation
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Section C. Water Resources
[See Water Resources maps in Appendix]
Excellent water quality is a priority. Located in the Quinebaug River Basin, Southbridge has five surface
water reservoirs located in a watershed protection zone which supply the town. The flood protection
reservoir behind Westville Dam is a major recreational center. Tributaries of the Quinebaug River,
streams, and ponds are distributed throughout the town and offer a potential network of open space.
The town has insured the quality of its drinking water by purchasing the water company. The town owns
over two thousand acres in the southwest corner of Southbridge which includes Reservoirs 3, 4, and 5
and the Cohasse Brook Reservoir. Four reservoirs are located on Hatchet Brook and one on Cohasse
Brook. The sub-basins that drain into the reservoirs are under a watershed protection zone. Land is also
owned in Connecticut in an effort to protect Hatchet Pond [located in Woodstock, Connecticut] and
Hatchet Creek which contribute to the water supply. The town owns a major portion of the Hatchet
Brook Reservoir watershed and a large portion of the Cohasse Brook Reservoir watershed. The
remainder of the acreage is largely low-density residential development. Access is restricted to these
town-owned lands; they are not available for passive or active recreational use. Reservoirs 1 and 2,
located in the Westville neighborhood, are no longer part of the supply system; Reservoir 2 is under
conservation restriction and Reservoir 1 is an ice skating rink in the winter.
The Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) prepared a Source Water Assessment Program
Report for the Southbridge Water Department in 2002. The report assesses the susceptibility of public
water supplies to contamination and makes recommendations. As with many water supply protection
areas, the systems’ watersheds contain potential sources of contamination. However, source protection
measures reduce the risk of actual contamination and the town was commended for taking an active role
in promoting source protection measures in the Water Source Protection areas. More recently, the
Southbridge Water Department was honored in Boston by the Commissioner of the DEP for achieving
one of the top scores in the Medium/Large Community Water System category for outstanding
performance and meeting all state and federal water regulations for calendar year 2011.
Quinebaug River: The Quinebaug River has been the hub of industrial growth since the

nineteenth century. The role of the Quinebaug has expanded in this century to include that of a
recreational resource as well as an industrial resource. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers owns and
manages Westville Dam on the western border of the town where the Quinebaug enters Southbridge.
The dam protects the town from flooding and provides the towns of Southbridge and Sturbridge with a
primary recreation area centered on Westville Lake. Fishing, boating, and swimming are activities the
lake offers the region. Other than the Westville Recreation Area, there is little access to the Quinebaug
River despite its central location within walking distance of the majority of town residents. Refinement
of the Grand Trunk Trail connection to the Heritage Nature Trail and completion of the QVRT will
greatly improve access.
Streams: Streams flowing through Southbridge include Breakneck Brook, Cohasse Brook,

McKinstry Brook, Lebanon Brook, Dean Brook, Hatchet Brook, Nuisance Brook, and Cady Brook. Five
are major perennial streams.
Ponds: Morse Pond (41.4 acres), in the southern part of town near the Connecticut border, is a

favorite fishing spot. It can be accessed from the Opacum Land Trust’s Claire Birtz Wildlife Sanctuary
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on Route 169, also known as N. Woodstock Road. Other ponds include Carpenter Pond, Wells Pond,
McIntyre Pond, Cohasse Brook Reservoir, and the other reservoirs.
Wetlands: There are more than 1,200 acres of wetlands in Southbridge. These include water

bodies like rivers, streams, and ponds as well as several classifications of marshes and swamps. Because
flood storage, filtration of water, and wildlife habitat are critical services provided by these wetlands,
construction is prohibited under the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act. Activities within the 100
foot buffer zone are governed by the local conservation commission. A year round high water table,
broad expanses, sections of open marsh, and seasonal flooding characterize wetlands. Streams generally
travel through or supply wetlands. Southbridge has perched wetlands due to the layer of bedrock that
lies close to the surface. These wetland areas are supplied by rain water and snow melt and are rarely
part of a tributary system. The Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act defines freshwater wetlands in
terms of vegetation and hydrology:
Wet meadows; marshes; swamps; bogs; areas where groundwater, flowing or standing
surface water, or ice provide a significant part of the supporting substrate for a plant
community for at least five months of the year; emergent and submergent plant
communities in inland waters; that portion of any bank which touches inland waters. (The
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act;10.54)
Development is prohibited within the boundaries of wetlands, designated by the line within which hydric
soils are present in combination with a plant community comprised of at least 50% of wetland indicator
plant species. The Southbridge Conservation Commission enforces state regulations, confirms wetland
borders as flagged and submitted by applicants, and has jurisdiction over activities occurring within a
100 foot buffer zone outward from any freshwater wetland boundary.
The following functions are performed by wetlands:
a. Flood Damage Mitigation: Wetlands reduce the frequency and damage of flooding, thereby playing a
crucial role in watershed management. They provide this function in two ways; they absorb and hold
water during times of peak storm water run-off and they are safe flood plains for the areas that flood.
b. Air and Water Purification: Air and water pollutants are filtered out through wetland ecosystems
making them one of the most important self-cleaning, natural environments. The conversion of carbon
dioxide to oxygen is a primary function of these ecosystems. Toxic substances such as heavy metals and
various chemicals can be transformed into a harmless, nontoxic state through a series of chemical and/or
biological processes. Other toxic elements can be neutralized through burial in sedimentation.
c. Groundwater Recharge: Surface water is filtered through wetlands into aquifer areas. These aquifers
provide a stable water table for domestic and town wells. During periods of high water tables and excess
ground water, wetlands absorb the excess and discharge water downstream. Surface recharging systems
are prone to dry up during periods of drought. Wetlands located at the headwaters of a stream may
insure that water will continue to flow and recharge the stream during dry periods.
d. Natural Drainage Ways: Water falling on the landscape does one of three things: it is absorbed into
the ground, evaporates, or moves to a low point on the surface. Streams that carry water and wetlands
that hold water assist the town by serving as part of the storm water drainage system. In this capacity
they:
• carry away excess groundwater,
• collect excess groundwater,
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•
•

serve as holding basins during peak flood conditions, and
recharge the ground water table during dry periods.

e. Siltation Settlement Basins: Wetlands trap silt and nutrients that are washed down from upland areas.
By preventing these nutrients from entering water bodies, wetlands slow a process known as
eutrophication, or the growth of algae and water plants. The nutrients support a good deal of wetland
vegetation, and sediment traps heavy metals and other pollutants.
f. Important Wildlife Habitat: Food, water, and cover are essential for successful wildlife habitat.
Because wetlands provide all three elements in abundance, they are perhaps the most important natural
resource supporting wildlife diversity. The various wetland habitats provide a number of options for
breeding grounds and add to the diversity of wildlife.
g. Natural Open Space Networks: The indigenous structure supplied by wetlands and streams provides
opportunities for a network of open space corridors; a framework for recreation and education activities.
h. Visual Diversity and Landscape Character: The contrast between light, flat, open areas of wetland
juxtaposed with the dark, forested ridges and hills of Southbridge creates a striking image and adds
visual diversity to the landscape. Contrasting textures, lines, forms, and colors create visually rich
images and provide scenery which is bold and delightfully varied.
The Core Habitats identified by NHESP include 5 Wetland Cores and 5 Aquatic Cores; the Critical
Natural Landscapes include 4 Wetland Core Buffers and 6 Aquatic Core Buffers. The list of Wetland
and/or Aquatic Cores contains the following areas:
1. An 11-acre Core Habitat featuring Wetland Core (centrally located on the southern border with
Connecticut.)
2. A 50-acre Core Habitat featuring Wetland Core (located to the west of North Woodstock Road
along the northern tip of Morse Pond).
3. A 13-acre Core Habitat featuring Wetland Core (centrally located east of the watershed area.)
4. A 61-acre Core Habitat featuring both Wetland and Aquatic Cores (also centrally located east of
the watershed area.)
5. A 61-acre Core Habitat featuring Aquatic Core (located along the Quinebaug River near East
Main Street.)
6. A 6,050-acre Core Habitat featuring both Wetland and Aquatic Cores (this area spreads from the
east of I-84 in Sturbridge into the southwestern corner of Southbridge amidst the watershed area
including the Cohasse Brook Reservoir, Reservoirs No. 3, No. 4, No. 5, and Breakneck, Cohasse,
and Hatchet Brooks.)
7. A 610-acre Core Habitat featuring Aquatic Core (an area in Sturbridge extending west of I-84
and crossing the Southbridge town border near the Quinebaug River along South Street above the
watershed area.)
8. A 125-acre Core Habitat featuring Aquatic Core (this falls in Charlton, Sturbridge, and the
northern tip of Southbridge in the area of McKinstry Brook.)
The list of Wetland and/or Aquatic Buffers includes the following areas:
1. A 48-acre Critical Natural Landscape featuring Wetland Core Buffer (west of North Woodstock
Road along the northern tip of Morse Pond.)
2. A 2,585-acre Critical Natural Landscape featuring Wetland and Aquatic Core Buffers (an area
falling east of North Woodstock Road and extending both south into Connecticut and east into
Dudley.)
3. A 23-acre Critical Natural Landscape featuring Aquatic Core Buffer (centrally located along
Eastford Road near Cohasse Brook and Wells Pond.)
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4. A 3,245-acre Critical Natural Landscape featuring Wetland and Aquatic Core Buffers (this area
spreads from the east of I-84 in Sturbridge into the southwestern corner of Southbridge amidst
the watershed area including the Cohasse Brook Reservoir, Reservoirs No. 3, No. 4, No. 5, and
Breakneck, Lebanon, Cohasse, and Hatchet Brooks.)
5. A 2,395-acre Critical Natural Landscape featuring Wetland and Aquatic Core Buffers (falling
predominately in Dudley, it also spreads into Southbridge along, and north of, Ashland Avenue.)
6. An 812-acre Critical Natural Landscape featuring Aquatic Core Buffer (falling mostly in
Sturbridge, but also extending into Southbridge along the Quinebaug River.)
7. A 366-acre Critical Natural Landscape featuring Aquatic Core Buffer (this falls in Charlton,
Sturbridge, and the northern tip of Southbridge in the area of McKinstry Brook.)
Vernal Pools: In Massachusetts, a vernal pool, also known as ephemeral pools, autumnal pools, and
temporary woodland ponds, typically fill with water in the autumn or winter due to rainfall and rising
groundwater and remain ponded through the spring and into summer. Vernal pools dry completely by the
middle or end of summer each year, or at least every few years. Occasional drying prevents fish from
establishing permanent populations, which is critical to the reproductive success of many amphibian and
invertebrate species that rely on breeding habitats free of fish predators. A vernal pool is defined broadly
in Massachusetts as having the following characteristics:
•
•
•
•

Consists of a confined basin depression;
Holds freshwater for a minimum of 2 continuous months during spring/summer during most
years;
Does not contain an established reproducing fish population;
Provides habitat for certain vertebrate and/or invertebrate species, which use vernal pools to
complete their life cycle.

Vernal Pool Protection: Some vernal pools are protected in Massachusetts under the Wetlands
Protection Act (310 CMR 10.00), as well as several other federal and state regulations, and local bylaws.
The NHESP serves the important role of officially certifying vernal pools that are documented by
citizens, researchers, and other parties. Finding vernal pools is the first step for protection. Regulations
providing protection to vernal pools are summarized in NHESP ’s Guidelines for the
Certification of Vernal Pool Habitat
Certification increases protection under the Wetlands Protection Act, but it may not be enough to protect
the wildlife populations dependent on the vernal pool. Amphibians that breed in vernal pools live in the
surrounding forest for much of the year. A 100-foot buffer is insufficient to maintain viable populations
of amphibians in the local area around a vernal pool. Therefore, citizens and conservation commissions
should target forested uplands around known vernal pools as priorities for land protection through
acquisition, conservation restrictions, or voluntary landowner land management agreements. Local
bylaws can protect small vernal pools that do not qualify for state or federal protection but are
nevertheless biologically important.
Certification is one of the best ways to protect vernal pools. Vernal pools are a severely threatened
resource in the state and are only given the highest level of protection under the Massachusetts Wetland
Protection Act if certified. Local bylaws can provide extra protection for vernal pools. Local bylaws
can, for example, make the presumption of vernal pool habitat based on certain physical characteristics,
leaving it incumbent on a developer to prove that the area does not actually support vernal pooldependent wildlife. Local bylaws can also increase the amount of protection for buffer areas around
vernal pools, compared to the limited buffer zone protections provided through state law.
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Acquisition of vernal pools and surrounding habitat as conservation areas should be a priority for local
open space protection efforts.
Southbridge Vernal Pools
Southbridge has five certified vernal pools. One is located on the grounds of the newly built High and
Middle School and is used as an educational tool. Two are located within the protected Watershed
Zone, near the Cohasse Brook Reservoir. One is located within an area of vacant farmland, and one is
near the border of Charlton on Route 169. The certification of a pool only establishes that it functions
biologically as a vernal pool, but the Town is diligent about monitoring building projects that may be
near a certified or a potentially certified vernal pool. The Natural Heritage and Endangered Species
Program have identified 105 additional sites that are potential vernal pools in Southbridge. The
Southbridge Conservation Commission members have made an effort to visit these sites and in future
will pursue certification of additional vernal pools, raising awareness of them and the need to appreciate
and protect them.
D. Vegetation
Southbridge has large areas of mixed hardwood and pine forest that produce clean air, reduce run off and
flooding, and moderate climate. Wetland and upland plant communities provide rich wildlife habitat,
enhance passive recreation experiences, and add visual interest to the landscape.
Large areas of Southbridge are forested with plant communities typical of Southern New England.
Northern red oak, eastern white pine, sugar maple, and white ash are found in the acidic, well-drained,
upland soils. These forests offer visual screens and contribute to rural character while they modify
environmental elements such as temperature, erosion, and air and soil quality. The Westville Dam area
is an excellent example of a place where people enjoy the shade and visual beauty of these forests while
they hike or bicycle. The forest also provides a pleasing backdrop for picnics, softball and soccer games,
or canoe races.
Wetlands, floodplains, and areas with seasonally high water tables support communities of red maple,
Atlantic white cedar, green ash, yellow birch, red pine, American elm, balsam fir, and eastern hemlock.
Priority and Exemplary Natural Communities
One of Southbridge's most unique natural resource areas is 298-acres, a portion of which falls within the
town line, located along the eastern border where the Quinebaug River flows into the town of Dudley.
The NHESP characterized this area as a “Priority & Exemplary Natural Community”, one of the
components of Core Habitat. This community is typical of “Dry, Rich Acidic Oak Forests” which are
“deciduous, predominantly oak, forest with rich understories of herbaceous plants and graminoids. The
shrub layer has fewer Heath family, or ericaceous, plants than other oak forests. This moderate-sized
example of Dry, Rich Acidic Oak Forest is in good condition, with very high species diversity in the
understory.” This forest is unusual for this region because of the age and size of the trees and because of
the habitat created for other flora by its less acidic soil. A more neutral soil is more hospitable to flowers
known as spring ephemerals than is the typical acidic soil found in most parts of New England.
Ephemerals such as hepatica, bloodroot, trillium, and pink lady slipper are expected to be found in this
area during their blooming season in May and early June.
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A second “Priority & Exemplary Natural Community” Core Habitat identified by the NHESP is an area
in Sturbridge extending west of I-84 and crossing the Southbridge town border near the Quinebaug River
along South Street above the watershed area. Indicative of “Inland Atlantic White Cedar Swamps”,
these are “forested wetlands dominated by Atlantic white cedar, with hemlock, spruce, red maple, and
yellow birch. As in all Atlantic White Cedar Swamps, water-saturated peat overlies the mineral
sediments. This small example of an Inland Atlantic White Cedar Swamp has good floristic diversity,
although it is not well buffered in the landscape.”
Additional Core Habitats featuring Forest Cores include the following:
1. 668-acres located to the east of North Woodstock Road and the south of Route 131 in the
southeastern section of Southbridge.
2. 6,050-acres which spreads from the east of I-84 in Sturbridge into the southwestern corner of
Southbridge amidst the watershed area including the Cohasse Brook Reservoir, Reservoirs No. 3,
No. 4, No. 5, and Breakneck, Lebanon, Cohasse, and Hatchet Brooks.
Critical Natural Landscapes featuring Landscape Blocks were identified by the NHESP in the following
areas:
1. A 2,585-acre area falling east of North Woodstock Road and extending both south into
Connecticut and east into Dudley (this area also features Wetland and Aquatic Core Buffers.)
2. A 3,245-acre area which spreads from the east of I-84 in Sturbridge into the southwestern corner
of Southbridge amidst the watershed area including the Cohasse Brook Reservoir, Reservoirs
No. 3, No. 4, No. 5, and Breakneck, Lebanon, Cohasse, and Hatchet Brooks (this area also
features Wetland and Aquatic Core Buffers.)
3. A 2,395-acre area falling predominately in Dudley, it also spreads into Southbridge along, and
north of, Ashland Avenue (this area also features Wetland and Aquatic Core Buffers.)
Species of Conservation Concern: Plants listed under the NHESP BioMap2 Core Habitat as Species of
Conservation Concern are most in need of conservation in the Commonwealth include climbing
fumitory (adlumia fungosa), large-bracted tick-trefoil (desmodium cuspidatum), and shining wedgegrass
(sphenopholis nitida). Listed as a plant of “special concern”, climbing fumitory is an herbaceous
biennial vine that can reach 10 feet in length and is usually found in the shade climbing over talus or
scree at the base of cliffs. Climbing fumitory may be found within the 6,050-acres which spreads from
the east of I-84 in Sturbridge into the southwestern corner of Southbridge amidst the watershed area
including the Cohasse Brook Reservoir, Reservoirs No. 3, No. 4, No. 5, and Breakneck, Lebanon,
Cohasse, and Hatchet Brooks (this area also features Forest, Wetland, and Aquatic Cores.)
Large-bracted tick-trefoil, considered “threatened”, generally inhabits dry, rocky, open areas such as
forest edges, rocky ridges, and embankments and is often found in scrubby, shrub-dominated landscapes
with circum-neutral or alkaline bedrock. Also listed as “threatened”, shining wedgegrass inhabits dry,
rocky fertile soils derived from base-rich bedrock such as basalt and marble. Both plants may be found
in the 298-acre area, a portion of which falls within the town line, located along the eastern border where
the Quinebaug River flows into the town of Dudley (this area also features a Priority Natural
Community.)
The information concerning plants of conservation concern should be of special interest to people
seeking to retain the biodiversity in the Commonwealth. With the exception of the above species of
special concern, the variety of plant communities found in Southbridge mirrors those found in many
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towns in central Massachusetts. The contrast of the wetland and upland vegetation provides a diversity
of habitats that is the foundation for some of Southbridge's most preferred recreational settings such as
the Westville Dam Recreation Area.
Because of its lake status, Westville Lake is only afforded a 100 foot protection zone, whereas the
Quinebaug River, as a perennial stream, is given a 200 foot “resource area” protection zone. No work
can be performed in these zones without the express consent of the Conservation Commission; while the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers are exempt, they are cognizant of their responsibility and offer a
modicum of resource protection.
Shade Trees

Southbridge is well endowed with trees, many of which are very large and/or mature. Trees exist in
residential neighborhoods, within the Town Common, in the parks, along the rural roadways, in forests
and woodlots, the Watershed, and in the downtown center. Because they are so widespread and plentiful
they have contributed to the visual character of the Town. The Town has participated in the
Commonwealth’s “MASS RE-LEAF” program and added trees to the downtown landscape, the Town
Common, and a pocket-park at the corner of Route 198 and Elm Street. When dilapidated multi-family
housing fell into Town ownership, the CDBG program provided funds to remove them and plant new
trees. The CDBG program also provided funds to undertake professional pruning of the existing trees in
the downtown area in conjunction with the Downtown Partnership Physical Improvements
Subcommittee. The Town replaced dying Norway maple trees with a variety of trees appropriate for the
urban environment, and the remaining existing downtown trees were fertilized and pruned to raise the
height of their canopies. Also through this program a new disease-resistant elm was planted beside the
Public Library. The Committee also undertook a street tree survey and now has an electronic inventory
of the downtown trees and condition.
Some of the notable sylvan landscapes in Southbridge include:
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

*
*
*

Oak Ridge Cemetery
The Downtown Center, including the Jacob Edwards Public Library
The Town Common
The Southbridge Business Center
Cole Forest
Route 169 (North Woodstock Road)
The Walcott Street Tot-Lot
The Main Street Alleé – Plantings on both sides of the street leading into the
downtown from the east are mature and stately Little Leaf Linden (tilia cordata)
trees
Route 198 (Elm Street)
The Chapin Hill Neighborhood and other established residential areas
Old growth forest on Dudley River Road

The need for eventual replacement of fully mature trees is a sobering issue, as is the trend for developers
and property owners to disregard the value of trees. Maintenance of trees and yearly landscape
requirements from fallen leaves and other debris often brings the perceived value of trees to a low level
when time and costs are the priority. The Planning Board and the Redevelopment Authority have both
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created design guidelines and address this issue by requiring trees and other landscaping in their
permitting. A tree planting and maintenance program has also been included in Goal #3 of this Plan.
E. Fisheries and Wildlife
Three protected properties in Southbridge are significant open spaces valuable to wildlife. The
Massachusetts Department of Fisheries and Wildlife (DFW) owns two portions of land in Southbridge;
the McKinstry Brook Wildlife Management area, in the northwest corner of town, and acreage in the
southwest corner of the town that surrounds Breakneck Brook in Sturbridge and extends into
Southbridge abutting land owned by the town's water company. These areas are accessible for hunting,
hiking, and fishing as well as other types of passive recreation. The New England Forestry Foundation
(NEFF) owns 49 acres along the Massachusetts-Connecticut border that is also adjacent to the water
company's land. The NEFF land is not actively managed for timber production, is protected in
perpetuity, and is open for passive recreation activities.
The DFW land, the NEFF land, and the land owned by the water company, combined with land in
abutting towns and in Connecticut, create a substantial wildlife habitat and corridor for migration.
Typical upland wildlife in this portion of south central Massachusetts includes white-tailed deer, fox,
raccoon, skunk, coyote, and the occasional black bear. Wetlands and waterways support a number of
mammals, amphibians, insects, and birds. Beaver, muskrat, wood ducks, various species of snakes and
turtles, salamanders, toads, and frogs all contribute to the ecosystems found in Southbridge.
The NHESP has identified the following “Species of Conservation Concern” that may occur within the
bounds of Southbridge:
* Mussels: Creeper (strophitus undulates) and Triangle Floater (alasmidonta undulate)
* Insects: Moths: Orange Sallow Moth (pyrrhia aurantiago)
* Amphibians: Marbled Salamander (ambystoma opacum) and Four-toed Salamander
(hemidactylium scutatum) and Spotted Turtle (clemmys guttata)
The creeper may be found in the 61-acre area located along the Quinebaug River near East Main Street
and the 610-acre area west of I-84 and crossing the town border near the Quinebaug River along South
Street above the watershed area (these Core Habitats also feature Aquatic Cores.) “The creeper is a
freshwater mussel that inhabits low-gradient reaches of small to large rivers with sand or gravel
substrates. Cool to warm water with diverse fish assemblage’s best support creepers.” The creeper is
listed by NHESP as a species of “special concern.”
The triangle floater may be found in the 61-acre area located along the Quinebaug River near East Main
Street (this Core Habitat also features Aquatic Core), the 61-acre area centrally located east of the
watershed area (this Core Habitat also features Wetland and Aquatic Cores), the 6,050-acre area which
spreads from the east of I-84 in Sturbridge into the southwestern corner of Southbridge amidst the
watershed area including the Cohasse Brook Reservoir, Reservoirs No. 3, No. 4, No. 5, and Breakneck,
Lebanon, Cohasse, and Hatchet Brooks (this Core Habitat also features Forest, Wetland, and Aquatic
Cores), and the 610-acre area west of I-84 and crossing the town border near the Quinebaug River along
South Street above the watershed area (this Core Habitat also features Aquatic Core, and Priority &
Exemplary Natural Community.) “Triangle floaters are freshwater mussels commonly found in lowgradient river reaches with sand and gravel substrates and low to moderate water velocities, although
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they are found in a wide range of substrate and flow conditions.” The triangle floater is listed by
NHESP as a “Non-listed SWAP species.” SWAP, or State Wildlife Action Plan, is a 2005 report by the
Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife documenting the status of wildlife and providing
recommendations to guide wildlife conservation decision-making; it includes all the species listed under
MESA and more than 80 species that need conservation attention but do not meet MESA requirements.
The orange sallow moth may be found in the 298-acre area, a portion of which falls within the town line,
located along the eastern border where the Quinebaug River flows into the town of Dudley (this area also
features a Priority & Exemplary Natural Community.) “Orange sallow moths inhabit dry, open oak
woodlands on rocky uplands. Their eggs are laid on false foxgloves (aureollaria spp.) where the larvae
feed on the flowers and developing seeds.” The orange sallow moth is listed by NHESP as a species of
“special concern.”
The marbled salamander may be found in the 668-acres located to the east of North Woodstock Road
and the south of Route 131 in the southeastern section of Southbridge (this Core Habitat also features a
Forest Core) and the 610-acre area west of I-84 and crossing the town border near the Quinebaug River
along South Street above the watershed area (this Core Habitat also features Aquatic Core and Priority &
Exemplary Natural Community.) “Adult and juvenile marbled salamanders inhabit upland forests
during most of the year, where they reside in small-mammal burrows and other subsurface retreats.
Adults migrate during late summer or early fall to breed in dried portions of vernal pools, swamps,
marshes, and other predominately fish-free wetlands. Eggs are deposited under logs, leaf-litter, or grass
tussocks and hatch after being inundated by fall rains. Larvae metamorphose during late spring,
whereupon they disperse into upland forest.” The marbled salamander is listed by NHESP as a
“threatened species” (defined by NHESP as a species likely to become endangered (or extinct) in
Massachusetts in the foreseeable future throughout all or a significant portion of their range.)
The four-toed salamander may be found in the 17-acre area in the southeastern corner of Southbridge,
slightly overlapping Dudley’s border, and to the east of North Woodstock Road; the 50-acre area located
to the west of North Woodstock Road along the northern tip of Morse Pond (this Core Habitat also
features Wetland Core); and the tiny 27-acre area along the northeastern border of Southbridge next to
the Sturbridge town line, east of Worcester Street. “Four-toed salamanders live in forested habitats
surrounding swamps, bogs, marshes, vernal pools, and other fish-free waters that are used as breeding
sites. Most breeding sites in Massachusetts are characterized by pit-and-mound topography with
significant sphagnum-moss cover. Eggs are typically laid in mounds or patches of sphagnum moss that
overhang water. Upon hatching, the larvae wriggle through the moss and drop into the water, where they
will develop for several weeks prior to metamorphosis.” The four-toed salamander is listed by NHESP
as a “non-listed SWAP species.”
Lastly, the spotted turtle may be found in the 610-acre area west of I-84 and crossing the town border
near the Quinebaug River along South Street above the watershed area (this Core Habitat also features
Aquatic Core and Priority & Exemplary Natural Community). “Strong populations of spotted turtles in
good habitat – large, non-fragmented, protected open space – continue to be of interest for the
conservation of this species. This small, dark-colored turtle with yellow spots on its carapace inhabits a
variety of wetlands year-round and nests in nearby uplands during spring. Road and collection are the
primary conservation concerns.”
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Vernal Pool Species: Vernal pools provide habitat for many species of wildlife. Certain

species are specifically adapted for life in a vernal pool and cannot complete their life cycle without it.
Many of these species cannot withstand predation by fish and require an environment free of fish to
survive. The loss of vernal pools and associated upland habitat areas would result in the extirpation of
vernal pool-dependent species. All four amphibian species listed as rare in Massachusetts use vernal
pools. In addition, two state-listed turtle species and three state-listed crustaceans use vernal pools.
Rare Species: The following nine rare (Massachusetts state-listed) species may be found in vernal pools.
Species

State Status

Blue-spotted Salamander (Ambystoma laterale)
Jefferson Salamander (Ambystoma jeffersonianum)
Marbled Salamander (Ambystoma opacum)
Eastern Spadefoot Toad (Scaphiopus holbrooki)
Wood Turtle (Clemmys insculpta)
Blanding's Turtle (Emydoidea blandingi)
Intricate Fairy Shrimp (Eubranchipus intricatus)
Agassiz's Clam Shrimp (Eulimnadia agassizii)
American Clam Shrimp (Limnadia lenticularis)

Special Concern
Special Concern
Threatened
Threatened
Special Concern
Threatened
Special Concern
Endangered
Special Concern

Obligate Vernal Pool Species: The following amphibian species are considered obligate vernal pool
species. These species require vernal pools for a portion of their life cycle (i.e., breeding and larval
development).
Wood Frog (Rana sylvatica)
Spotted Salamander (Ambystoma maculatum)
Blue-spotted Salamander (Ambystoma laterale)
Jefferson Salamander (Ambystoma jeffersonianum)
Marbled Salamander (Ambystoma opacum)

In addition, fairy shrimp (freshwater invertebrates related to brine shrimp) are considered obligate vernal
pool species. Fairy shrimp are found only in vernal pools. As the vernal pools dry up, the fairy shrimps'
adult life cycle ends; however, their eggs withstand desiccation, and a new crop of fairy shrimp is
hatched the following season. Three species of fairy shrimp (listed below) are known to occur in
Massachusetts.
Springtime Fairy Shrimp (Eubranchipus vernalis): common and widespread in Massachusetts
Knob-lipped Fairy Shrimp (Eubranchipus bundyi): Uncommon/Distribution not well known.
Intricate Fairy Shrimp (Eubranchipus intricatus): State-listed: Special Concern

Facultative Vernal Pool Species: Many species of wildlife utilize vernal pools as habitat but are not
dependent on vernal pools for their existence. These species may use other habitat areas such as ponds in
place of vernal pools. Such species are known as facultative vernal pool species. The following
amphibian species frequently use vernal pools and are considered "facultative vernal pool species" for
the purposes of vernal pool certification.
Spring Peeper (Pseudacris crucifer)
Gray Treefrog (Hyla versicolor)
American Toad (Bufo americanus)
Fowler's Toad (Bufo woodhousii)

These areas of special habitat and exemplary communities are not protected by town zoning or wetland
regulations. They are valuable natural and educational resources for Southbridge and may soon
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disappear as a result of growth and development. It is vital that the town include protection of these
species in its plan for open space and recreation.
F. Scenic Resources and Unique Environments
[See Scenic & Special Places map in appendix]
Scenic and Special Places

Southbridge has beautiful views, a rich architectural heritage, and large areas of forest that provide the
scenic infrastructure of the town. Without protection and careful planning these attractive features could
be lost to development. Currently only a few of the popularly identified sites have some level of
protection.
Through the Open Space and Recreation planning meetings over 50 places were re-affirmed by the
community as “special places”. These places are listed here and identified on the map provided. The
places have been categorized by type and whether publicly or privately owned. Being town-owned
offers a measure of protection to a site. Twenty-six places were identified as publicly owned. Areas of
historical significance include the town center with its many historic buildings and old cemeteries, too
numerous to list or outline on the map. Southbridge has 395 properties recognized by the National
Historic Register (30 “areas”, 351 “buildings”, 2 “burial grounds”, 6 “objects”, and 6 “structures”.)
Unusual Geologic Features
Southbridge is distinguished by a series of ridges and valleys that extend in a north/south direction.
Steep slopes have kept most outlying growth to the valley floors and tops of ridges, some low lying
areas, and along major transportation corridors. The steep slopes add visual drama and have potential,
albeit limited, recreation value. Although Southbridge geologic features are not uniquely dramatic, the
2,000-acre watershed in the southwestern quadrant of the Town is very unusual and worthy of note. It
was privately owned and managed until 1989, when the Town purchased it from the Southbridge Water
Company. The watershed has been well managed and protected from development for more than 100
years. During the early to mid-20th century the Water Company maintained a policy of purchasing and
acquiring property in the natural watershed, including land in neighboring Sturbridge and Woodstock,
Ct. When it was purchased by the Town it was complete at four reservoirs and two pristine ponds, all
surrounded by forested and ledged slopes, valleys and flat land. The sub basins that drain into the
reservoirs are under a watershed protection zone. Land is owned in Connecticut that protects Hatchet
Pond and Hatchet Creek which contribute to the water supply. Views from the roads within the
Watershed of the reservoirs against the backdrop of forest and rocky slopes are quite dramatic.
Unfortunately, the watershed must be protected and the views are not open to the public.
G. Environmental Problems
21E and Brownfield Sites/Releases

Contamination of waterways and land limit the safe use of these resources. The Massachusetts
Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP), Bureau of Waste Site Cleanup, identifies and lists
21E or hazardous waste sites (which includes “brownfields sites”). There is no formal definition of
brownfields in Massachusetts, but these properties have qualities in common; they often are abandoned
or for sale or lease, they typically have been used for commercial or industrial purposes, they may have
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been reported to MassDEP because contamination was found, or they may not have been assessed due to
the fear of discovering contamination conditions. These sites are polluted by petroleum and/or chemical
waste that contaminate the immediate area and could potentially contaminate nearby rivers, streams and
ponds, or ground water depending upon their location.
The list of 21E and brownfield sites within the Town of Southbridge contains 136 sites/releases
beginning with a “notification date” (usually the date when the site/release of oil or hazardous material
was reported to MassDEP) of 1/15/1987, with the most recent dated 2/13/2013 (the data being last
updated on 6/21/2013). See map showing locations of the sites.
Approximately 34 out of that 136 are classified as A RAO or B RAO which indicates a level of “no
significant risk”, either following the completion of remedial work or an assessment that no remedial
work was necessary. At least 25 of that total are indicated as being at some point within the cleanup
phase, from the initial investigation to determine the extent of the contamination to the implementation
of the selected remedial action. Five sites are listed in the last phase which entails the long-term
monitoring of the cleanup progress. Only 1 site is listed in the class of C RAO indicating that while the
site does not present a “substantial hazard”, it has not reached a level of no significant risk; this instance
involved the release of hazardous material.
The following table lists 11 sites/releases and their source of pollution (when provided) which have
resulted in the implementation of an “activity and use limitation” (AUL). An AUL is a legal restriction
to limit future exposure to contamination remaining at a site.
.
21E and Brownfield Sites with AULs within Southbridge
Company
Floods Auto & Tire Center
Plasticom Inc.
McKinstry Oil
MEC Southbridge
Russell Harrington Cutlery
Parcel 3 Parking Lot
Tasse Fuel Co.
Delehanty Furniture
11 Brookside Terrance
American Optical Corp.
Tasse Fuel Corp.

Location
93 Hamilton Street
81 Ashland Avenue
6 Dupaul Street
Main Street
44 River Street
14 Mechanic Street
163 Worcester Street
858 Main Street
11 Village Drive
100 Mechanic Street
47 Hook Street

Contaminants
Oil
Oil
Oil and Hazardous Material
Oil and Hazardous Material
Hazardous Material
Oil
Oil and Hazardous Material
Oil and Hazardous Material
Oil
Oil

While it is critical to be aware of these sites/releases, and their potential negative impact, if any, when
developing future open space and recreation facilities, they also present opportunities for brownfields
reuse. Such reuse entails the redevelopment of contaminated properties into revitalized productive uses
and promotes a smart growth agenda. It revitalizes blighted urban areas, supports local economic
growth, and advances environmental health. Brownfield projects can be complicated and often involve
the four steps of site inventory, site cleanup, marketing the property, and funding strategies. Incentives
are available to developers and municipalities including national, state, and regional funding programs.
Invasive Species and Hazardous Trees
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Invasive plants are non-native plants that are capable of aggressively invading natural areas and
displacing native vegetation; they generally lack predators and parasites giving them a competitive edge
over native species. About one-third of the established vascular plant taxa in Massachusetts are nonnative. However, only a small fraction (approximately 7%) of these introduced plants are considered
invasive; plants that qualify as invasive typically have high rates of growth, reproduction, and dispersal.
Lists of invasive plant species specific to Massachusetts and New England have been compiled by the
Massachusetts Invasive Plant Advisory Group (MIPAG) and the Invasive Plant Atlas of New England
(IPANE), respectively. MIPAG categorizes invasive plant species in Massachusetts as
"Invasive" (known invasives) and "Likely Invasive" (species that have invasive potential but do not
currently meet all of MIPAG's criteria for invasiveness). They have also identified a list of "Potentially
Invasive" species, which have not yet spread to Massachusetts but are known to pose invasive threats.
The IPANE list includes established/widespread invasives, early detection species (which have high
invasive potential but are relatively new and have not yet become widespread), and species that are being
evaluated for invasiveness. Sixty-six plant species have been scientifically documented to be invasive in
Massachusetts by MIPAG.
The Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources, with input from MIPAG, developed a list of
Massachusetts Prohibited Plants, which includes species identified as invasive and/or noxious. It is
currently illegal to import, propagate or sell any of the plants on this list within the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts. The Department derives its authority to enact this ban under Massachusetts General
Law, including Chapter 128 Section 2 and Sections 16 through 31A.
The Southbridge Trail Committee has identified and continually monitors invasives along the towns’
trails. The committee has used volunteer trail days to cut back invasive growth, but their goal is to
eradicate invasives in a more systematic and permanent manner. The following invasives have been
identified on and in the surrounding area of the Heritage Trail, the Plimpton Street trailhead to the
McKinstry Brook Trail, the Claire Birtz Wildlife Sanctuary, and along Old South Street on the
Southbridge side of Westville Lake Community Trail.
Berberis thunbergii DC. (Japanese barberry)
A shrub occurring in all regions of the state in open and wooded uplands and wetlands. Grows in full
sun to full shade. Escaping from cultivation; spread by birds; forms dense stands.
Celastrus orbiculatus Thunb. (Oriental bittersweet; Asian or Asiatic bittersweet)
A perennial vine occurring in all regions of the state in uplands. Grows in full sun to partial shade.
Escaping from cultivation; berries spread by birds and humans; overwhelms and kills vegetation,
including large trees.
Elaeagnus umbellata Thunb. (Autumn olive)
A shrub occurring in uplands in all regions of the state. Grows in full sun. Escaping from cultivation;
berries spread by birds; aggressive in open areas; has the ability to change soil.
Euonymus alatus (Thunb.) Sieb. (Winged euonymus; Burning bush)
A shrub occurring in all regions of the state and capable of germinating prolifically in many different
habitats. It grows in full sun to full shade. Escaping from cultivation, it can form dense thickets and
dominate the understory; seeds are dispersed by birds.
Frangula alnus P. Mill. (European buckthorn; glossy buckthorn)
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Synonyms: Rhamnus frangula L.; R. frangula var. angustifolia Loud.
Shrub or tree occurring in all regions of the state in upland, wetland, and coastal habitats. Grows in full
sun to full shade. Produces fruit throughout the growing season; grows in multiple habitats; forms
thickets.
Lythrum salicaria L. (Purple loosestrife)
A perennial herb or subshrub occurring in all regions of the state in upland and wetland habitats. Grows
in full sun to partial shade. Escaping from cultivation; overtakes wetlands; high seed production.
Rosa multiflora Thunb. (Multiflora rose)
A perennial vine or shrub occurring in all regions of the state in upland, wetland and coastal habitats.
Grows in full sun to full shade. Forms impenetrable thorny thickets that can overwhelm other
vegetation; bird dispersed.
Polygonum cuspidatum Sieb. & Zucc. (Japanese knotweed; Japanese or Mexican Bamboo)
Synonym: Fallopia japonica (Houtt.) Dcne.; Reynoutria japonica Houtt.
A perennial herbaceous subshrub or shrub occurring in all regions of the state in upland, wetland, and
coastal habitats. Grows in full sun to full shade, but hardier in full sun. Spreads vegetatively and by
seed; forms dense thickets.
Acer platanoides L. (Norway maple)
A tree occurring in all regions of the state in upland and wetland habitats, and especially common in
woodlands with colluvial soils. It grows in full sun to full shade. Escapes from cultivation; can form
dense stands; out-competes native vegetation, including sugar maple; dispersed by water, wind and
vehicles.
Impaired Waters

Many waterbodies have good water quality, but about 40 percent of the lakes, ponds, rivers, wetlands,
and coastal waters in this nation are listed as impaired waters due to pollution. Pollution comes from
human-made and natural sources, such as industry, wastewater treatment facilities, stormwater and
agricultural runoff, nutrients and solids from eroding soils, and naturally decaying organic matter.
Common pollutants associated with polluted waterbodies include sediments, heavy metals, toxic
chemicals, nutrients, fecal coliform bacteria, and oil and grease.
For nearly 30 years, states concentrated on industrial and municipal discharges of pollution from point
sources such as discharge pipes. Now Massachusetts and other states are expanding efforts and
including nonpoint sources such as stormwater runoff, septic systems, and erosion to clean up our water,
using the watershed approach and a total maximum daily load (TMDL) provision in the federal Clean
Water Act.
A TMDL is the greatest amount of a pollutant that a waterbody can accept and still meet water quality
standards for protecting public health and maintaining the designated beneficial uses of those waters for
drinking, swimming, recreation, and fishing. A TMDL is implemented by specifying how much of that
pollutant can come from point, nonpoint, and natural sources. The TMDL provisions require states to
identify and list waterbodies that are threatened or not meeting water quality standards despite controls
on point source discharges.
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Under Section 303(d) of the Clean Water Act, states are required to develop, and update every two years,
lists of waters - rivers, lakes, coastal waters and estuaries - that are impaired or threatened by one or
more pollutants. Impaired waters are waters that do not meet Water Quality Standards (WQSs) even
after point sources of pollution (e.g., municipal and industrial discharges) have installed required levels
of pollution controls.
The 2012 integrated list of waterbodies prepared by Massachusetts include the following located in
Southbridge. All are categorized as “category 5 waters” meaning they are impaired or threatened for one
or more uses and require a TMDL. Reservoirs within the Watershed are not listed and are not considered
to be impaired.

NAME

DESCRIPTION

SIZE

UNIT
S

IMPAIRMENT CAUSE

Cady Brook

Charlton City wastewater treatment plan (WWTP)
outfall, Charlton to confluence with Quinebaug River,
Southbridge

5.1

Miles

Low flow alternations (nonpollutant)
Nutrient/Eutrophication
Biological Indicators

Cohasse
Brook

From the outlet of Cohasse Brook Reservoir,
Southbridge through Wells Pond to the confluence with
the Quinebaug River, Southbridge

2.7

Miles

Aquatic Macroinvertebrate Bioassessments
Escherichia coli
Sedimentation/Siltation

Hatchet
Brook

From the outlet of No.3 Reservoir, Southbridge to the
confluence with the Quinebaug River, Southbridge

1.3

Miles

Escherichia coli

McKinstry
Brook

Headwaters, east of Brookfield Road, Charlton to the
confluence with the Quinebaug River, Southbridge

7.3

Miles

Debris/Floatables/Trash
pollutant)

(non-

Escherichia coli
Morse Pond

Southbridge

41

Acres

Aquatic Plants (Macrophytes)
Oxygen, Dissolved

Quinebaug
River

Sturbridge WWTP outfall, Sturbridge to confluence
with Cady Brook, Southbridge

6.5

Miles

Debris/Floatables/Trash
pollutant)

(non-

Excess Algal Growth
Turbidity
Quinebaug
River

Southbridge WWTP outfall, Southbridge to dam just
upstream of West Dudley Road, Dudley

2.2

Miles

Debris/Floatables/Trash
pollutant)

(non-

Physical
substrate
habitat
alterations (non-pollutant)
Fecal Coliform
Other
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Oxygen, Dissolved
Taste and Odor
Quinebaug
River

From confluence with Cady Brook, Southbridge to
Southbridge WWTP outfall, Southbridge

1.3

Miles

Debris/Floatables/Trash
pollutant)

(non-

Ambient Bioassays – Chronic
Aquatic Toxicity
Aquatic Macroinvertebrate Bioassessments
Turbidity

Landfills

Landfills are an integral component of the Commonwealth’s solid waste master plan for the period 2010
through 2020. By definition, landfills have the potential of environmental impacts:
 Ground water contamination due to improper collection of landfill leachate
 Air pollution due to off gassing of composting waste and diesel engines
 Noise, dust and odors
 Rodents and other opportunistic scavengers
The Southbridge landfill facility, which dates to the early 1980’s and was formerly operated by the
Town’s Department of Public Works, is now operated under a landfill site assignment, approved by the
Southbridge Board of Health, under permits by MA Department of Environmental Protection (MA
DEP). The land is owned by the Town of Southbridge, but the Landfill is operated by SRP, a subsidiary
of Casella Waste Systems, Inc., which operates the landfill with oversight by the Town’s Health
Department, the Board of Health and ultimately by MA DEP, through the approved site landfill site
assignment, which was most recently updated in 2008. In order to prevent the above potential issues:
To reduce the possibility of negative environmental impacts, preventative protocols and operating
procedures are included in the Landfill Site Assignment, the contract between SRD and the Town, and
permits issued by DEP.
To reduce the risk of groundwater contamination all new landfill cells are engineered and constructed
with a double liner in accordance with the best and latest engineering practices. An up-to-date leachate
collection system is also in place.
To prevent groundwater pollution, quarterly testing of perimeter monitoring wells, surface waters, and
private wells within a one-half mile radius of the landfill are conducted and reviewed for compliance
with pre-set standards.
To reduce the risk of air pollution, the suggestions and requirements of the MA Clean Air Construction
Initiative’s Voluntary Diesel Retrofit Program are followed. This includes prohibiting the idling of
engines in excess of five minutes.
Collection of landfill gas and complies with federal and state ambient air standards operating under a
permit issued by MA DEP, following all requirements of MA DEP’s Clean Air Construction Initiative.
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Noise is mitigated by limiting the hours of operation, keeping equipment in good working order,
purchasing new equipment that is quiet, and discouraging early arrivals and truck idling with punitive
measures.
Litter fencing is strategically located, and crews regularly clean up the Landfill and boundaries. The
Landfill does not accept waste when wind conditions are intense.
Measures to minimize odors include applying covering material daily. During periods of intense heat and
humidity the Landfill closes at Noon in order to allow for application of mid-day cover. There is also a
misting system that ameliorates odors.
Problems with vermin are prevented by minimizing the size of the active face and by applying covering
material promptly and at an effect thickness.
Erosion, Flooding and Sedimentation

These inter-related issues are all present in Southbridge, with its hilly, rocky (with ledges) soils and
wetlands. The Town is bisected north and south by the Quinebaug River and its valley. Leading down to
the valley are two drumlins on the north and three on the south. Major flooding in 1955 lead to
construction of the Westville Dam Flood Control, and the Quinebaug has not flooded since then. A levee
was also built at the former American Optical Campus. There are five major, perennial streams which
have all flooded during unusual storms, but are now contained with flood walls, flood plains, and other
control. As roads are repaired and re-surfaced amenities are put into place to reduce street flooding.
Storm drain cleanouts also help. Beavers have contributed to flooding of Guelphwood Road, and the
Town is working with the town of Charlton to address the issue. The Southbridge Zoning Bylaw requires
anyone working in the 100-year flood plain to obtain a special permit with plans that provide for no
reduction in floodwater capacity of any site.
Most, but not all, of the Town’s streets have good storm water amenities, and all new construction
projects meet Massachusetts Storm water Regulations. The DPW has a long-established protocol to
address storm water erosion if and when it occurs, but such issues are not abundant. The Conservation
Commission monitors projects for both erosion and sedimentation. Projects at or near wetlands are
monitored and proper materials to prevent fines from entering the wetlands are required. Once the
projects are complete and sod has taken hold, the Commissioners check the sites and ask that the barriers
be removed. Projects that are not near wetlands are monitored by the Department of Public Works, the
Health Department, and the Building Inspector in the same way. Hillsides in subdivisions, construction
sites, and demolition sites are places likely to have temporary erosion and regulations and procedures
help to prevent and/or correct such occurrences. Permitting includes storm water requirements to prevent
chronic street flooding issues. For large projects the Planning Board and Conservation Commission
utilize the services of “Peer Review” at applicants’ expense to check the calculations and design of
storm water amenities. To help keep sediment out of the storm system and prevent it from entering the
sewer treatment plant, and subsequently the Quinebaug, the DPW regularly cleans out the storm drains.
Silt can be and is detected at the Sewer Treatment Plant and is then traced back to source so that the
Town can fix infrastructure issues or require private parties to correct issues on their properties.
Restaurants are checked un-announced for grease-trap cleanout. The DPW has procedures and
supervision to ensure that the Town’s own projects do not cause issues.
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SECTION 5: INVENTORY OF LANDS OF CONSERVATION AND
RECREATION INTEREST

SECTION 5 CONTENTS
Page:
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Flood Control-Recreational Lands
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Non-Profit Conservation Lands
Parks and Recreational Facilities
Narrative Description of Parks and
Recreational Facilities

61
62
68
69
71
72
78

Open space is defined as land that is not developed and land, whether or not developed, that is primarily
for preservation or recreation. It includes conservation, forested, recreation, and agricultural lands;
corridor and small parks; green buffers; and vacant lots and brownfields that can be turned into passive
or active recreation areas. Open space may or may not be protected from development. Protected open
space refers to open space that is owned by a municipality, a state or federal agency, a non-profit land
trust organization, or privately and is primarily managed for conservation, recreation, or environmental
protection.
Incorporated in 1816, the early developers of the town started with the main street and built out. In the
neighborhoods that abut the main street, the homes were built close together. At the east and west ends
of town, factories were sited along the Quinebaug River with multi-storied tenements built within
walking distance of the factory. Where there once would have been some green space in these
neighborhoods, paved streets, sidewalks, and private driveways increased with the growth of motorized
transportation.
The protection of vulnerable property is critical to the quality of life enjoyed by a municipality.
Recreation areas accessible to the public provide a focus for family and social gatherings. Open space
has economic benefits by increasing property values of surrounding land and attracting economic
development. Environmental benefits from conservation land are numerous; wildlife habitat and
corridors are preserved, flooding and harmful runoff is decreased, air quality is improved, and reservoir
waters remain potable for the community. Southbridge is number one in the state in childhood asthma;
has high rates of diabetes, hypertension, obesity, and substance abuse; and is fifth in the state for teenage
pregnancy. The community suffers from a number of illnesses as well as from making unhealthy
lifestyle choices; active living in a clean environment can be a strong preventive measure for both
physical and mental health.
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Parcels of land held by private, public, and nonprofit owners have varying degrees of protection. Private
lands are permanently protected if the deed contains a Conservation, Agricultural Preservation, Historic,
or Wetlands Restriction. Those restrictions running in perpetuity are protected by Article 97 of the State
Constitution. Lands can also be held privately under special taxation programs, Chapter 61, 61A, or
61B; these require the owner to actively manage the property for forestry, agricultural, horticultural, or
recreational use. Upon the sale of this land, the community has the right of first refusal which gives
communities the opportunity to permanently protect these parcels. Lands subject to watershed
protection are often permanently protected open space. Public recreation and conservation lands may be
permanently protected open space (“Article 97 land”) if dedicated as such in the deed. And lastly,
nonprofit organizations, large or smaller local land trust groups, can also own land that is legally
protected open space.
Private lands include agricultural properties (lands currently in agricultural use and those with significant
soils); forested land; water resource protection areas; priority areas for protection of rare species,
exemplary natural communities, and associated ecological lands (BioMap); lands encumbered by
conservation, wetland, watershed protection, and historic preservation restrictions; private recreation
lands (potentially chapter 61B classified); and other resources such as a landfill planned for closure and
reuse. Public and nonprofit lands include public conservation and recreation resources (federal, state,
and town lands and facilities used for conservation and recreation); nonprofit lands; and other public,
unprotected lands (such as municipal school playgrounds and ballfields).
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Charts of Protected Parcels in Southbridge
Key to Notations

PARCEL ID – Identifies the parcel by map and lot number
# and STREET – Identifies the address of the property
TYPE – Ownership Type
F
Federal
S
State
C
County
M
Municipal
N
Private Nonprofit (e.g. local land trust)
P
Private for profit (individual, country club, etc)
B
Public Nonprofit (foundations or centers)
O
None of the Above
X
Unknown
CLASS – Massachusetts Department of Revenue’s Property Type Classification Codes
DESCRIPTION – of above CLASS
ACREAGE – Total Land Acreage of Parcel

LEVEL – of Protection

P
T
L
N
X

In Perpetuity
Temporary
Limited (other by time)
None
Unknown

ACCESS – Public Access Type

Y
N
L
X

Open to Public
Not open to Public
Limited (membership)
Unknown

PURPOSE – Primary Current
Land Use

R
C
B
H
A
F
W
S
O
X

Recreation
Conservation
Recreation and Conservation
Historic/Cultural
Agriculture
Forestry
Water Supply Protection
Scenic (official designation only)
Other
Unknown
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Protected Lands - Chapter 61, 61A, 61B Lands
Chapter 61

P
P
P

601 C61 – 10 Year
601 C61 – 10 Year
601 C61 – 10 Year

32.5 T
35.4 T
4.19 T

N
N
N

F
F
F

133-002

501 Alpine Dr.

R. M. McGarry

P

601 C61 – 10 Year

49.3 T

N

F

121-002

390 Alpine Dr.

Robert Para Trust

P

601 C61 – 10 Year

91.32 T

N

F

P

601 C61 – 10 Year

97.28 T

N

F

71

N

F

N
N
N

F
F
F

059-003-A
059-003-B
086-014- 00001

0 N Woodstock Rd Saga Realty C.
949 Lebanon Hill Rd K. Shields
0 Dudley River Rd
0 Dudley River Rd
78 BLACKMER
ROAD

P

DESCRIPTION
& TYPE

601

C61 – 10 Year

# acres

ACCESS

6 Blackmer Rd
Edw. & CM Acly
866 Tipton Rock Rd D. Baldyga L.T.
199 Durfee St
GM & S. Brown

136-008

OWNER

LEVEL

086-015
142-001
070-001

089-003

STREET

CLASS

#

TYPE

PARCEL ID

PURPOSE

St. J. & Colognesi
St. J. & Colognesi
SZLOSEK
WALENTY JR &
HAZEL V
C&D Thompson
W. Roberts

P
P
P

601 C61 – 10 Year
601 C61 – 10 Year
601 C61 – 10 Year

T
65.1 T
22.7 T
11 T

P
P

601 C61 – 10 Year
601 C61 – 10 Year

29.8 T
3.44 T

N
N

F
F

W. Roberts

P

601 C61 – 10 Year

38.01 T

N

F

P
P

601 C61 – 10 Year
601 C61 – 10 Year

6.49 T
9 T

N
N

F
F

P

601 C61 – 10 Year

9.7 T

N

F

104-005
133-005

110 Eastford Rd
0 Alpine Dr.

134-001

0 Alpine Dr.

133-007
086-008- 00001
086-012- 00001

0 Alpine Dr. Rear W. Roberts
0 BLACKMER
Duane Szlosek
ROAD
0 BLACKMER
Duane Szlosek
ROAD
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152-002
126-001-A

0 Breakneck Rd
0 Dennison Ln

Hull Forestlands LP
Hull Forestlands LP

P
P

601 C61 – 10 Year
601 C61 – 10 Year

20 T
32 T

N
N

F
F

095-022-D

0 Dennison Dr.

G. Mac and Sherri
Brown

P

601 C61 – 10 Year

16.9 T

N

F

095-022

0 Eastford Rd

P

601 C61 – 10 Year

10.2 T

N

F

P

601 C61 – 10 Year

19.4 T

N

F

P

601 C61 – 10 Year

0.61 T

N

F

P

601 C61 – 10 Year

56.99 T

N

F

P

601 C61 – 10 Year

10.1 T

N

F

P

601 C61 – 10 Year

24 T

N

F

P

T
70.1
8 T

N

F

P

C61 – 10 Year
601
601 C61 – 10 Year

N

F

P

601 C61 – 10 Year

19.8 T

N

F

P
P

601 C61 – 10 Year
601 C61 – 10 Year

64.77 T
0 T

N
N

F
F

P
P
P

601 C61 – 10 Year
601 C61 – 10 Year
601 C61 – 10 Year

65.3 T
2 T
32.37 T

N
N
N

F
F
F

001-032
001-005
011-003-B
145-002-A
-00001
10-002
110-010
144-001
109-001
109-002
141-001
141-003
141-004

Town of Southbridge
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# acres
LEVEL

095-023

G. Mac and Sherri
Brown
0 Eastford Rd
G. Mac and Sherri
Brown
0 Ellis Rd
Santos Irrevocable
Trust
0 Ellis Rd
Santos Irrevocable
Trust
0 Guelphwood Rd Santos Irrevocable
Trust
0 LEBANON HILL Keith Gendreau Rev.
RD REAR
Living Trust
N Woodstock Rd Saga Realty Corp.
0
0 N Woodstock Rd Saga Realty Corp.
Rear
0 N Woodstock Rd David G. and Amy
Rear
Morse
0 Tipton Rock Rd Marshall P. Morse
0 TIPTON ROCK Marshall P. Morse
ROAD
0 Tipton Rock Rd Barbara Chickering
0 Tipton Rock Rd Kathleen Remian
0 Tipton Rock Rd Kathleen Remian

CLASS DESCRIPTION
& TYPE

Page 64

ACCESS

OWNER

TYPE

Chapter 61, continued
#
STREET
PARCEL
ID

PURPOSE

137-002
135-003
135-004
115-001

0 Tipton Rock
Road Rear
0 Lebanon Hill Rd
0 Lebanon Hill Rd
0 Tipton Rock Rd

OWNER OF
RECORD

David G. and Amy
Morse
James R. Cullers
James R. Cullers
Frederick Pratt

Town of Southbridge
Open Space & Recreation Plan Update 2015-2017

TYPE CLASS DESCRIPTION & ACRES
TYPE

ACCE
SS
LEVEL

Chapter 61, Continued
# STREET
PARCEL
ID

PURPOSE

P

601 C61 - 10 Year

70.8 T

N

F

P
P
P

601 C61 – 10 Year
601 C61 – 10 Year
601 C61 – 10 Year

15.98 T
12 T
12 T

N
N
N

F
F
F
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020-002A
020-002C
105-003-00001
114-001

20 Clemence
Hill Rd
268 Clemence
Hill Rd
935 EASTFORD
ROAD
346 Blackmer Rd

116-013-00001

990 North
Woodstock
Road

059-003A
059-003B
113-001-00001
105-012-00001
051-036A -00001

0
0
191
0
561

Dudley River
Rd
Dudley River
Rd
Blackmer
Road
Eastford
Road
South Street

ACCESS

6 Blackmer Rd

LEVEL

086-015

DESCRIPTION
& TYPE

ACRES

91 EASTFORD
ROAD

CLASS

105-002-00001

STREET

PURPOSE

Richard J. Logan
and Danika R.
Jackson
Edw. & Cassandra
Acly
Melissa Peters

P

713

C61A - hay,
wheat

26.07

T

N

A

P

713

17.3

T

N

A

P

713

12.79

T

N

A

Melissa Peters

P

713

25.14

T

N

A

Daniel L & Tracey
A Daniel
Opacum Land
Trust Inc
Marshall P. Morse

P

718

6.62

T

N

A

P

713

104

T

N

A

P

713

C61A - hay,
wheat
C61A – Field
Crops
C61A – Field
Crops
C61A – Field
Crops
C61A - hay,
wheat
C61A - hay,
wheat

60

T

N

A

St. J. & Colognesi

P

713

- hay,

5.88

T

N

A

St. J. & Colognesi

P

713

- hay,

3.61

T

N

A

Paul Bellerive

P

713

- hay,

18.67

T

N

A

Estate of Elinor
Thompson
Richard M Harwood
ETAL

P

713

- hay,

24.78

T

N

A

P

713

- hay,

26.8

T

N

A

OWNER of
RECORD

Town of Southbridge
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TYPE

Chapter 61A
#
PARCEL
ID

C61A
wheat
C61A
wheat
C61A
wheat
C61A
wheat
C61A
wheat
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Chapter 61A Continued
051-057
051-058
051-059
051-070
004-002-00001
007-002-00001
016-002
016-002A
017-001
017-002
016-008
016-004-00001
105-010

0 Harwood Farm
Rd
0 Harwood Farm
Rd
0 Harwood Farm
Rd
0 Harwood Farm
Rd
0 BAREFOOT
ROAD
0 CLEMENCE
HILL ROAD
0 Clemence Hill
Rd
0 Clemence Hill
Rd
0 Clemence Hill
Rd
0 Clemence Hill
Rd
20 Clemence Hill
8 Rd
0 CLEMENCE
HILL ROAD
REAR
0 Eastford Rd

105-011

0 Eastford Rd

138-001E -00001

0 NORTH
WOODSTOCK
ROAD
0 NORTH
WOODSTOCK

142-003-00001

Richard Harwood
Revocable Trust
Richard Harwood
Revocable Trust
Richard Harwood
Revocable Trust
Richard Harwood
Revocable Trust
Estate of Diane I
Lowden
James H.
McKinstry
Shirley A.
Clemence
Jim H. McKinstry
Trust
Estate of Diane I.
Lowden
James H.
McKinstry
Melissa Peters

P

718

C61A Pasture

.76

T

N

A

P

718

C61A Pasture

.54

T

N

A

P

718

C61A Pasture

.50

T

N

A

P

718

C61A Pasture

.54

T

N

A

P

713

38.7

T

N

A

P

713

4

T

N

A

P

713

84.96

T

N

A

P

713

44.04

T

N

A

P

713

21

T

N

A

P

718

C61A - hay,
wheat
C61A - hay,
wheat
C61A - hay,
wheat
C61A Field
Crops
C61A Field
Crops
C61A Pasture

21

T

N

A

P

713

4.86

T

N

A

Shirley A.
Clemence

P

713

53.34

T

N

A

Rich. J. Logan and
Danika R. Jackson
D & T Cournoyer

P

718

C61A Pasture

.28

T

N

A

P

713

11.32

T

N

A

Russell &
Francoise LaCasse

P

713

C61A Field
Crops
C61A - hay,
wheat

7.87

T

N

A

Suzanne & Richard
Oleksiak

P

713

C61A - hay,
wheat

8.5

T

N

A

Town of Southbridge
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C61A Field
Crops
C61A Field
Crops
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Chapter 61A, Continued
142-004-00001

0 NORTH
WOODSTOCK
ROAD
0 TIPTON
ROCK ROAD

Suzanne & Richard
Oleksiak

P

713 C61A - hay,
wheat

Marshall Morse

P

016-003-A
-00001

0

CLEMENCE
HILL ROAD

P

017-002

0

Clemence Hill
Rd

George H. III &
Shirley A.
Clemence
James McKinstry

717 C61A Productive
Woodland
718 C61A – Pasture

P

066-003

0

Durfee St

P

066-004

383

Eastford Rd

121-002

390

Alpine Dr.

014-002

243

Cohasse Country
Club
Cohasse Country
Club
Para Robert F
Trustee - SF
Bay Path Archers
Inc
Digregorio Henry J
Jr & Nancy Mills

P

139-002- 00001

2

T

N

A

56

T

N

A

41.63

T

N

A

718 C61A – Pasture

6.96

T

N

A

805 Golf Courses 61B
805 Golf Courses 61B
Trails - 61B

91.4

T

L

R

73.6

T

L

R

21.74

T

Y

R

34.92

T

L

R

18.98

L

L

R

Chapter 61B

096-003- 00001

Guelphwood
Rd
926 Dennison Dr.

Town of Southbridge
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P
P
P

814 Target Shooting
Areas - 61B
382 Riding Stables
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Flood Control Six Parcels (Also Recreational)
Note: Zoning is mixed: some parcels are Single Family Residential and some are Heavy Industry
Parcel #
050-054

051-038

073-006

074-004
073-011
072-011B

Parcel
Location/Name
South Street
12.9 Acres
200 Marjorie
Lane
54.17 Acres
Breakneck
Road
11.19 Acres
Dennison Drive
4.38 Acres
Old South Road
11.8 Acres
South Street
.32 Acre

Name
All parcels
combined into
the Westville
Dam
Recreation
Area

Town of Southbridge
Open Space & Recreation Plan Update 2015-2017

Management Agency
US Army Corps of
Engineers

Current Use and Condition
Hiking, biking, kayaking,
boating, fishing, open grass
space, picnic area.
Condition: Well Maintained

(Purchased and
funded by the United
States of America,
Army Corps of
Engineers)
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Recreation Potential
Federal government expands and
improves on an on-going basis –
available for recreation when water
level permits for all of these parcels

Watershed Protection - Over 2,000 acres Total
Parcel #

Parcel
Location/Name

Name

Management
Agency

Current Use and Condition

Recreation Potential

152-003

Breakneck Rd
Rear

Breakneck Rd Rear

Massachusetts
Division of Fish
and Wildlife

Managed and maintained
municipal watershed

No recreation potential at this
time. Property is secured.

069-027

Durfee St

Reservoir # 2

100-001

511 Breakneck
Rd
Breakneck Rd

Reservoir #3

486 Breakneck
Rd
Dennison Lane

Breakneck Rd
Entrance to Rez #4
Rez #4 Property

Crawford Rd

Reservoir #5

Southbridge
DPW
Southbridge
DPW
Southbridge
DPW
Southbridge
DPW
Southbridge
DPW
Southbridge
DPW

Managed and maintained
municipal watershed
Managed and maintained
municipal watershed
Managed and maintained
municipal watershed
Managed and maintained
municipal watershed
Managed and maintained
municipal watershed
Managed and maintained
municipal watershed

No recreation potential at this
time. Property is secured.
No recreation potential at this
time. Property is secured.
No recreation potential at this
time. Property is secured.
No recreation potential at this
time. Property is secured.
No recreation potential at this
time. Property is secured.
No recreation potential at this
time. Property is secured.

Alpine Dr. Rear

Cohasse Brook
Reservoir

Southbridge
DPW

Managed and maintained
municipal watershed

No recreation potential at this
time. Property is secured.

Eastford Rd
Rear
Eastford Rd

Cohasse Brook
Reservoir
Cohasse Brook
Reservoir

Southbridge
DPW
Southbridge
DPW

Managed and maintained
municipal watershed
Managed and maintained
municipal watershed

No recreation potential at this
time. Property is secured.
No recreation potential at this
time. Property is secured.

102-001
101-001
103-001
124-001
125-001
128-001
151-001
151-002
151-003
106-001
122-001
147-002
148-001
105-001
122-002
130-001

Reservoir #4

Town of Southbridge
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130-002
130-003
130-004
149-001
149-002
149-003
152-001
061-025A
075-001
074-001
098-001
033-058

Breakneck Rd

Breakneck Rd

Tillyer Ave

Tillyer Ave

86 Dennison
Cross Rd
Dennison Dr.

Hatchet Brook
Hatchet Brook

Eastford Rd
Rear
Roosevelt Dr.

Town of Southbridge
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Southbridge
DPW
Southbridge
DPW
Southbridge
DPW
Southbridge
DPW
Southbridge
DPW
Southbridge
DPW

Managed and maintained
municipal watershed
Managed and maintained
municipal watershed
Managed and maintained
municipal watershed
Managed and maintained
municipal watershed
Managed and maintained
municipal watershed
Managed and maintained
municipal watershed
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No recreation potential at this
time. Property is secured.
No recreation potential at this
time. Property is secured.
No recreation potential at this
time. Property is secured.
No recreation potential at this
time. Property is secured.
No recreation potential at this
time. Property is secured.
No recreation potential at this
time. Property is secured.

Non-Profit Land Conservation
Parcel #

Parcel
Location/Name

Name

Management
Agency

123-011

Eastford Rd
4.04 Acres

150-001

Eastford Rd
38 Acres

105-012

Eastford Rd
40.29 Acres

Thompson Family
Forever Wild
Preserve

138-001A

North
Woodstock Rd
124.41 Acres

Clair Birtz Wildlife
Sanctuary

114-001
114-003

Blackmer Road
103.81 Acres
Combined

Former Morneau
Farm

Current Use and Condition

Recreation Potential

Orenda Wildlife
Land Trust Inc

Woodlot
Maintained

Outdoor Conservation Education

New England
Forestry
Foundation
Opacum Land
Trust &
Southbridge
Trails Committee
Opacum Land
Trust &
Southbridge
Trails Committee
Opacum Land
Trust

Woodlot
Maintained

Outdoor Conservation Education

Hiking trail – the Thompson
Loop trail. Wildlife viewing
Managed and maintained

Continue as is
(conservation and passive
recreation)

Hiking Trails, kayak/canoe
launch, wildlife viewing and
fishing. Managed and
maintained
Preserved farmland and wildlife

Continue as is
Conservation and passive
recreation

Summary of protected lands:
The foregoing charts include a total of 5,397.57 protected acres, distributed among categories as follows:
Chapter 61 land category
Chapter 61
Chapter 61A
Chapter 61B

Subtotals

Total acres
1,248.06
740.46
221.66

2,373.39

Town of Southbridge
Open Space & Recreation Plan Update 2015-2017

Protected land category
Recreation & Flood Control
Parks & Recreation
Watershed
Land Trust

Total acres
99.92
422.8
2,419.13
82.33
3,024.18
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May be left as simply
preservation, but would be
appropriate for hunting and trails

Parks and Recreation
Parcel # &
Zoning
048-076
Zoning:
TwoFamily
Residential
047-158

Parcel
Location/Name
Dresser Street
8.5 Acres

Name
McMahan
Fields

(Town Funds)

Elm Street
.75 Acres

Elm St WWI
Memorial Park

Zoning:
Heavy
Industry
028-001B
022-191

Evergreen
Street

Zoning:
General
Business

220 Charlton
Street

Charlton Street
Recreation
Area

23.14 Acres
Combined

024-003
Zoning: SF
Residential

Management Agency
& Funding
Southbridge Public
Schools

134 Torrey
Road
103.0 Acres,
Including school

Middle/High
School

Town of Southbridge
Open Space & Recreation Plan Update 2015-2017

Southbridge Town
Hall with input from
the Southbridge
Veteran’s Council
(Donated and Town
Funds)
Currently managed by
Southbridge School
Department, but
jurisdiction is
Southbridge
Recreation, as it is
town property and not
school.
(School - Town
owned, MA DOE
assisted, Park donated land and
development funds)
Southbridge School
Department
(MA Dept. of
Education and Town

Current Use and Condition

Recreation Potential

Football Field with grandstand,
concessions and toilet
facilities, Baseball Field,
Softball Field and Walking
Track. Well maintained and in
good condition.
Memorial Park for WWI
Contains sitting benches and
tables and a small open space

Multi-use field system that can
continue current use.

Football/soccer practice field
w/ lights, playground, Iceskating rink pad w/ gazebo
and toilet facilities

The ice skating rink has never been
used as it requires a liner or reflective
paint to make functional. Money not
allocated for this purpose and after
construction disagreement between
town and school regarding
management and maintenance costs.
Rink could be used for an action
sports park (BMX/skateboard).
Adjacent are public & private mountain
bike trails maintained by trails
committee. Potential (with easement)
to create a regional bicycle park

Baseball, Softball fields, tennis
courts, soccer fields. New
facilities that are well
maintained.

Continue as is
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Continue as is

027-001
Zoning:
Single
Family
Residential
052-021

Torrey Road
99.6 Acres

262 High Street
.37 Acre

Not named

“The Rez”

Zoning:
TwoFamily
Residential

034-055

Main Street
.45 Acre

600 Block
Playground

Zoning:
TwoFamily
Residential
071-024

(Town owned, not
developed)

Solar Field slated to be
installed on this property within
the next couple of years.

Southbridge
Recreation

Southbridge
Recreation
(CDBG Funds)

Walcott Street
.29 Acre

Walcott Street
Playground

Zoning:
TwoFamily
Residential
036-007 &
036-008

Open Space with lots of trails

(Donated land, Town
funded development)

Zoning:
MultiFamily
Residential
032-001

funds)
Southbridge

Southbridge
Recreation

A natural pond that is used as
an ice skating rink when
frozen. Includes a warming
hut with changing facilities and
concession stand. Includes
lighting on the pond.
Renovation done in early
1990’s.
Playground equipment for
ages 4-12 year olds. The
facility is aging and showing
some wear. Will need
replacement within 5 years

Playground, sitting benches.
Playground is nearing end of
life and in need of
replacement

(Town and CDBG
Funds)
Main Street
2.4 Acres
Combined

Dresser Hill
Memorial Park

Southbridge Town
Hall with input from
the Southbridge
Veteran’s Council

Open grass area with WWII
war memorial. Parking area
with 10 spaces. Needs tree
removal/maintenance, walk
replacement

Currently no use, but easements with
surrounding properties could create an
extensive network of hiking and
mountain biking trails.

The facility is weather dependent in
winter. Renovations to facility could
include installation of a sound system.
Potential of opening the facility in the
spring, summer and fall for picnicking
and fishing.

Good central location along Main St.
Dense neighborhood with few other
play spaces for young children. Open
grassy area on lot, however has a
steep slope. Some terrace work could
provide picnic areas. Addition of adult
fitness station in the open grassy area.
Replace the playground with new
equipment. McKinstry Brook passes
through property in which a stream
viewing platform could be installed.
Outdoor field games such as
horseshoes or bean bag toss could be
installed.
Potential for picnic area and walking
trail. Area large enough for an
enclosed dog park.

(Donated land,
donated development)
Marc Avenue

Denison Rock

Town of Southbridge
Open Space & Recreation Plan Update 2015-2017

Southbridge Town

Historical Marker of shelter of
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Area is overgrown and minimally

Zoning:
Single
Family
Residential
036-179A
Zoning:
Heavy
Industry

030-022

.39 Acres

1 Mechanic
Street
3.97 Acres

Paige Hill Road
4.7 Acres

Hall & Historical
Commission
(Donated)

one of the first residents in the
area, who created a stead in
the 1730s.

maintained. Increased signage and
upkeep would increase interest in the
historical value of the location.

The Town
Common

Southbridge Town
Hall

Increase the amount of outdoor art at
the facility

Joe Capillo
Park

(Donated park, MA
RELEAF, CDBG,
donated gazebo and
rose garden)
Southbridge
Recreation

Town Common includes park
benches and tables, walking
paths, public art and
gazebo/bandstand. Town
events, concerts and
celebrations occur throughout
the year. Well maintained.
Basketball Court, sand
volleyball court, action sports
park, walking trail. The action
sports park was renovated in
2016, basketball park is in
need or sealant and paint.
The volleyball court is not in
use. Park includes parking for
18 vehicles

Zoning:
Light
Industry

(Town acquisition,
developed with CDBG
Funds)

030-167
Zoning:
General
Business
030-058
Zoning:
TwoFamily
Residential

Worcester
Street
.15 Acre

Worcester
Street
11.45 Acres

Worcester St
Community
Garden

McCann
Memorial
Fields and
Fields, aka
Henry St

Town of Southbridge
Open Space & Recreation Plan Update 2015-2017

Southbridge Health
Dept.
(CDBG and Town
funds)
Southbridge
Recreation

(Donated land,
developed with
donated and Town

Community garden plots open
to public use

Park includes 2 basketball
courts, playground, baseball
field, tee ball/softball field, and
adult softball field. Handball
court is slated to be installed
in spring 2017. This is a dated
facility that is in need of
Page 75

A renovation of this facility could
improve the cosmetics as well as the
function of the park. The walking trail
is in need of an ADA compliant path to
connect to the adjacent McCann
Fields. The sports facilities could be
further renovated to increase usage.
The installation of fitness stations on
the walking trail, increase in basketball
courts or handball courts, and a
replacement/renovation of the
volleyball area are possible. Some
ideas include and R/C car track or a
bicycle pump track. The action sports
park could be expanded.
Local churches have worked to
expand the usability of the plots. Very
small space so expansion not likely.
Few recreation possibilities on such a
small plot.
The redesign plans are well done, but
funding is not currently available to
move the plan forward. The plans call
for increasing the size of softball field
and baseball field, improve lighting
and field boxes, replace playground
area, improve parking and remove

030-071
Zoning:
TwoFamily
Residential
030-072
Zoning:
TwoFamily
Residential
046-061
Zoning:
TwoFamily
Residential

Snow Street
3.6 Acres

Carpenter
Pond

funds)
Southbridge
Recreation

Zoning:
TwoFamily
Residential

basketball courts.
Historically ice skating occurred on this
pond with a warming hut. This would
be a possibility again.

Unofficial trails into this area.

Interpretive or storybook trail could be
installed with easements on two
adjacent properties to allow the trail to
go around the pond.

Athletic Fields consisting of
two softball fields, a
playground and one full
basketball court. Restroom
facilities and field house
storage on site. Softball
Fields need surface
improvements and
replacements of bleachers
and benches.
Hiking Trails that connect to
Oak Ridge Cemetery.

While this facility is in decent condition
and upkeep maintenance is
necessary, the space has the potential
to be redeveloped to increase usage
possibilities, such as handball,
increased basketball, a baseball field,
playground equipment, action sports
park, etc.

Cole Forest Hiking Trails that
connect to Morris St.

Improvement in signage and upkeep
of trail surface.

Community meeting rooms,
kitchen and multi-use sports
facility

A renovation of the building, formally a
National Guard Armory, could increase
the usability of the facility. This
includes improving the acoustics of the
multi-purpose room, installation of a
climbing wall, indoor handball wall,
walking track, etc.

(Donated)
Snow Street
Rear
2.8 acres

Carpenter
Pond

Southbridge
Recreation
(Donated)

168 Morris
Street
9.9 Acres

Morris Street
Fields

Southbridge
Recreation

(Donated land,
developed with Town
and CDBG funds)

055-034
Zoning:
Single
Family
Residential
047-017
Zoning:
Single
Family
Residential
046-082

renovation.
Sitting area for naturally
occurring pond. In winter local
residents skate on ice.

Morris Street
6.12 Acres

Cole Forest

Southbridge Trails
Committee

Improvement and upkeep of trail
signage and trail surface.

(Donated)
Oak Ridge
Avenue
50 Acres

153 Chestnut
Street
2.9 Acres

Oak Ridge
Cemetery &
Cole Forest
Trails

DPW & Southbridge
Trails Committee

Community
Center

Council on Aging and
Southbridge
Recreation

Town of Southbridge
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(Donated)

(C of MA assisted with
purchase - earmarked
funds)
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050-095
Zoning:
Single
Family
Residential
049-157
Zoning:
Single
Family
Residential

049-158
Zoning:
Single
Family
Residential

018-019 &
018-020
Zoning:
Single
Family
Residential

West Street
6.71 Acres

Alva Gregoire
Memorial
Fields

Southbridge
Recreation
(Town funds)

156 West
Street
9.1 Acres
Includes School

West St
School and
Fields

West Street
Rear
12 Acres

Lower West St
Fields

(Donated land, CDBG
funds for playground,
donated playground
funds, School - MA
DOE assisted)

NOTE:
Permanently
Protected Via
Chapter 97

Plimpton Street
142.91
Combined

Southbridge
Recreation

Southbridge
Recreation &
Southbridge Trails
Committee
(Donated land,
CDBG, MA DCR
(OCBY), MA
Turnpike, MA DCR,
DEM, Town,
donations, and
volunteer labor)

McKinstry
Brook Wildlife
Management
Area

Town of Southbridge
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Massachusetts
Division of Fish &
Wildlife, with
assistance from
Southbridge Trails
Committee

Baseball field and Softball
field. Surface of fields need
renovation. Fencing could be
replaced

Playground, 4 tennis courts
with lights and a nature trail.
The playground is in good
condition. The tennis courts
need stabilization as they
sliding down a hill.
Construction of retaining wall,
then resurfacing of court
surface. Approximate cost
$100000.
2 Soccer/field hockey fields
and new playground.
Walking trail with benches and
river viewing/fishing platforms
along the river connecting to
Westville Recreation Area.
The soccer fields are in good
condition but there are
drainage issues during wet
times of the year. Benches
and spectator seating needed.
Playground installed in 2015
and in good condition.
Walking along a 1.4 mile trail
system which experienced
severe blowdown in a 2011
hurricane. As a result, the trail
can no longer be hiked from
end-to-end. Parking is
available from two trailheads:
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The baseball and softball fields could
use renovation. Baseball field could
be redesigned to increase the size of
the field to accommodate tournaments
for high school age and adult baseball
teams. Batting cages and warmup
areas need renovation.
Renovate the tennis courts to stabilize
the surface. Another potential is to
remove the tennis court and replace
with a nature garden or outdoor
classroom.

Improvements addressing the
drainage issues would result in a more
level playing surface.
The smaller of the two fields could be
converted to a dog park.

Reconnecting the split trail system
between the two trail heads.
Partnerships through easements with
neighboring land owners could
increase the availability of trails.

022-077
Zoning:
MultiFamily
Residential

034-179
Zoning:
Various
Zones

059-003A
Zoning:
Heavy
Industry
060-005
085-002
Zoning:
Heavy
Industry

15 Randolph
Street
4.9 Acres

Andrew J
Petro
Memorial Pool

(MA Division of Fish &
Wildlife, donated and
volunteer
development)
Massachusetts
Department of
Conservation &
Recreation
(MA DCR and MA
earmark funds)

Former Rail
Bed from
Dudley Line to
Crane Street
Terminus

Rail to Trail

Massachusetts
Department of
Transportation
(MA DOT purchased
from P&W Railroad,
work funded by MA
earmark funds,
donations, and DOT)
Formerly Paul St.
Jean & Theresa
Colognesi

Dudley River
Road
72 Acres

Plimpton Street, for the
southern section, and
Pleasant Street, opposite the
airport, for the northern
section. Fly fishing is
available in the brook.
Swimming pool with showering
and changing facilities, office
area, concessions and grass
open space. Renovated in
last 5 years to a high quality
facility

Increase shaded areas and picnic
areas.

Railroad track that is
converted to a multi-use trail.
Some sections of the trail are
usable for recreation, but not
the majority of the property

Completing the trail from Crane St to
the Dudley line holds large potential
for hiking and cycling recreation and
non-motorized transportation.

Currently not utilized.
Previously leased to the town
for soccer field and baseball
field

Recently purchased by a philanthropist
to be utilized for recreation for Center
of Hope and other organizations

Property not being utilized

Potential for boat launch & fishing.
Adjacent to the above property that
could be included into dog park or dog

(To be donated)
Ashland
Avenue
30.7 Acres
Combined

Quinebaug
River
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Recreation Facilities, Noting Accessibility to
Persons with Limited Mobility.
Note: all fields without bathrooms are serviced with “Port-o-Potties”.
Recreation Facilities Owned by the Town of
Southbridge
McCann Fields and Park, formerly called Henry Street Playground: Worcester Street - 11.45 acres
Facilities include 2 baseball fields; a softball field with lights, press box and dugouts used and
maintained by the Southbridge Softball Association; 2 basketball courts; and a tot-lot play area. The
area is flat with some paved portions. There are no restrooms. The area is accessible for spectators but
none of the playing fields or tot-lot area are accessible. The parking areas and roadway were
reconstructed in 2013 and feature rain gardens, lighting, and picnic tables.
Note: The McCann Fields and Park Reconstruction Committee utilized grant funds to re-design the park
and improve connection to Capillo Park. The Committee is now working on funding plans.
Nearby is Carpenter’s Pond which is spring-fed; the banks and water are now inaccessible during the
warmer months due to invasive plant growth, but the edge adjacent to the newly reconstructed parking
lot has been improved with a protective traffic barrier, wetland plants, and a seating area.
Joe Capillo Park: Paige Hill Road - 4.7 acres
The access to this facility is from Central Street and it abuts the McCann Fields. Capillo Park offers a
BMX/skate park, 1 basketball court, a sand volleyball court, a picnic table, and a quarter-mile walking
path connecting it to McCann Fields. The park is underutilized and has been subject to vandalism.
Morris Street Field: 168 Morris Street - 9.9acres
Facilities include 2 baseball/softball fields, 1 basketball court, playground with swings, slide, and other
equipment, and field storage building; also adjacent to Cole Forest Hiking Trails. The area is flat and
has paved parking. Two accessible bathrooms are available but currently not open to the public. The area
is accessible for spectators but none of the playing fields or playground equipment is accessible.
High Street Pond (“The R ez ”): 262 High Street - 0.37
acres
This spring-fed pond was formerly known as Reservoir #1. While in the past this facility was used as a
town swimming facility, it is now only used during the winter when the ice is safe for skating. The
former pool building was renovated by firefighters volunteering their time, and it is used by the skaters
to change from shoes to skates and to warm up. Further renovations have occurred through a private
donation and there is a small supportive group called the “Friends of the Rez”. There is a bathroom but
the facilities are not handicap accessible.
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Alva Gregoire Fields, West Street Tennis Courts and Tot Lot, and Lower Fields- 26 acres
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The two parts of this area are located on the north and south sides of West Street School. Upper West
Street offers 1 baseball/softball and 1 baseball field used by the Little League and an adult baseball
league in the summer. Located in the school and facing out onto the fields are 2 ADA-accessible
bathrooms and 2 garage storage areas. There is also a playground area and four tennis courts with lights
behind West Street School. Lower West Street offers a soccer field, a smaller field hockey field (used
for soccer by smaller children), and an accessible playground constructed in 2015 through a DCR Grant
called “Our Common Back Yards”. The parking area and paths to the fields are also accessible. Lower
West Street is parallel to the beginning of the ADA-accessible Heritage Trail which runs along the river
and connects to the Grand Trunk Trail and to the Westville Lake Recreation area.
Walcott Street Playground: Walcott Street –
acre

1/3

This play area is fenced and has a grass surface. There are three benches for seating, and trees planted in
the 1990’s are now providing shade. One leg of the triangular shaped park runs along McKinstry Brook,
which is visible, but not accessible, to those utilizing the park. There are no restroom facilities.
Main Street Playground: Main Street – ½
acre
This play area, built in 2001, has a sand surface surrounding a play structure with spring riders, and a
grass surface in the rear. Decorative light poles and fencing make the lot visually appealing; an important
feature since the little park was built following demolition of a dilapidated multi-family house in the
densely populated, low/moderate income neighborhood. There are no restroom facilities.
Southbridge Town Common and Gazebo: 1 Mechanic Street - 3.07 acres
This area is grass with accessible concrete paths that allow travel through the common. The gazebo is
accessible via a concrete ramp. Restroom facilities are available at the Police Headquarters at the end of
the common and are accessible.
Charlton Street Recreation Area: Charlton Street - 23 acres
Located adjacent to the Charlton Street School, this area offers 1 soccer/football field, a small practice
field, a hard surface skate/roller blade court, walking paths, gazebo, accessible play structure, and
accessible restrooms located in the school. The land is flat with many paved areas that make it readily
accessible.
McMahon Fields and Park - 8.5 acres
This field is adjacent to what was the former public high school in Southbridge. It is still maintained and
utilized by Southbridge Public Schools. The facilities have lighting and include 1 baseball diamond, 1
softball diamond, a dirt walking track, and a football field. There are bleachers, 2 accessible bathrooms,
a concession stand, and locker room/storage.
School Gyms
All town schools contain gyms. Small gyms are located in the West Street, Charlton Street, and Eastford
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Elementary Schools. The Middle/High School was completed in 2012 and has up-to-date athletic
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facilities. The gyms at the Charlton Street and Eastford School are “game only”, that is, there are not
bleachers for spectators.
Recreation Facilities Rented or Leased by the Town
Gibraltar Field and Andrew Petro Regional Pool; 15 Randolph Street. - 4.9 acres
Owned by the State and administered by the Department of Conservation and Recreation, this area is
under contract with the Town. The swimming complex includes a zero entry pool and splash feature, a
wading pool, an Olympic length lane line, and accessible changing rooms and restroom facilities. There
is one large playing field that can be used for active recreation. There is an abandoned, overgrown trail in
the rear that runs along Cady Brook.
Westville Dam, Recreation area, and Lake
Owned by the Federal Government and constructed in 1962, Westville Dam is administered by the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers as a flood control facility for the Quinebaug River. Much of the park is
located in Sturbridge, but a footbridge provides pedestrian access over the river creating a loop trail
around Westville Lake. Westville provides a “breathing space” and is a major recreation amenity, with
potential for even more facilities as long as they are designed to be compatible with Westville’s main
purpose: to serve as a flood control facility.
This 578-acre recreation area lies west of downtown Southbridge. The facility’s easy access
distinguishes Westville Lake as a popular outdoor recreation area. On-site amenities include a three acre
athletic field enjoyed by softball and soccer enthusiasts as well as the occasional kite flyer. Several
picnic tables and grills are situated throughout the recreation area. Two large picnic shelters
accommodate group gatherings and can be reserved for a fee; they have multiple tables, two large grills,
electrical outlets, and a lovely view of the lake and dam. Picnic facilities and restrooms are handicap
accessible.
Anglers can find an abundance of warm water fish in the lake including large-mouth bass and pinfish.
The Commonwealth of Massachusetts stocks the Quinebaug River above the dam with trout, creating a
popular fly-fishing location. For boating and canoeing/kayaking enthusiasts, two boat launches provide
easy access to the lake and the slow-moving portions of the river.
Field, forest, and wetland environments provide habitats for a variety of wildlife species. Frequently
observed mammals at the park include otter, beaver, raccoon, groundhog, whitetail deer, and red fox.
The recreation area and its immediate surroundings have become a popular destination for those seeking
a glimpse of both resident and migratory bird species. Common loon, wood duck, heron, and cedar
waxwing are just a few of the many bird species that have been seen at various times of the year at
Westville Lake.
The Quinebaug River, once harnessed for mills and factories at several locations within the park, now
meanders uninhibited through forests and wetlands for several miles on its way to Westville Lake. This
land is maintained not only for recreation, but for forest and wildlife resources as well. A sampling of
the wildlife and forest management techniques utilized at Westville Lake include the installation of bird
nesting boxes, fruit-bearing tree release projects, and habitat improvement activities. These projects help
enhance the opportunities for visitors to witness up-close the wonders of nature.
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Army Corps park rangers provide interpretive programs and site tours during the summer months.
During the winter months, though the entry gates are closed, the recreation area remains a popular
destination due to its offering of hiking, ice skating, sledding, cross-country skiing, and snowshoeing.
The park is closed to “drive-ins” in mid-September until mid-May, but it is open all year to pedestrians.
There are 3 major parking areas, including a 22-car off-season parking lot and trail head; all lots include
spaces for the handicapped. Photographers, hikers, and bird watchers relish the undeveloped land at
Westville Lake.
Local & Regional Trails
Claire Birtz Wildlife Sanctuary: This 116-acre parcel, owned by Opacum
Land Trust with the town holding a conservation restriction, exemplifies beautiful New England
countryside. Habitats include upland hardwood forest, a red maple swamp, and vernal pools, as well as
the sanctuary’s most striking feature: Morse Pond, 40 acres in size, and the adjacent 5 acre freshwater
marsh. There are a total of 1.5 miles of hiking trails that wind along the shore of Morse Pond, through
stands of beech and hemlock, and along old stone walls. The sanctuary has parking for hiking off of
Tipton Rock Road and parking off of Woodstock Road (Route 169) for non-motorized boat launching.
From the Tipton Rock Road parking lot, the blue trail runs the length of the sanctuary along Morse
Pond, with the yellow and white trails branching off from and looping back to the end of the blue trail.
Trail distance: blue trail – 0.64 miles, white trail – 0.5 miles, yellow trail – 0.41 miles.
Cole Forest: Owned by the town, these trails are the closest to the downtown. The three trails

have four entrances; the blue trail runs from the Community Center (which contains the Senior Center)
to residential housing on Maria Avenue. The white trail runs from the Morris Street fields, adjacent to
the Community Center, to the Oak Ridge Cemetery where cemetery roads can be taken to the YMCA.
The yellow trail provides a connection between the blue and white trails. Parking, including designated
handicapped, and a trail head with a kiosk and seating are located at the Community Center. Signage
with maps is also located at the other Maria Avenue and Oak Ridge Cemetery entrances. Trail distance:
blue trail – 0.57 miles, white trail – 0.54 miles, yellow trail – 0.22 miles.
Heritage Nature Trail: An ADA accessible trail owned and managed by the town that

runs along the Quinebaug River starting at the Lower West Street Fields adjacent to the West Street
Elementary School and originally ended approximately halfway to Westville Dam. All of the facilities
on-site are handicapped accessible, including a picnic table. The trail follows the river and there are
several lookouts and rest areas along the way. Vegetation includes birches, alders, hazels, red maples,
quaking aspen, flowering dogwood that create a shady canopy over the trail and bushes and perennials
such as white wood asters, winterberry holly, sweet pepperbush. Wildlife includes raccoon, beaver,
rabbits, red foxes, squirrels, groundhogs, and whitetail deer. Trail distance: 800-yard.
The 2012-2013 trail addition now connects the Heritage Trail to the Grand Trunk Trail on the Sturbridge
side of Westville Lake through Westville Dam along Marjorie Lane and a dam access road. These trails
are envisioned to become a part of the Titanic Rail Trail; a trail of approximately 60 miles through
south-central Massachusetts and the northeastern corner of Connecticut. Parking, including designated
handicapped, is located adjacent to the lower fields, along with a bulletin board containing trail maps
and descriptions. Total trail distance - 0.5 mile.
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Heritage Nature Trail Extension: A non-ADA trail that continues the Heritage
Nature Trail along the Quinebaug River ending at the base of Westville Dam. Trail distance – 0.15 mile.
West Street School Upper Trail : A trail created for the use of West Street

School students, it runs behind the school parallel to the Heritage Nature Trail and ends at the base of the
dam where it connects with the Heritage Nature Trail Extension. Trail distance – 0.4 mile.
McKinstry Brook Trail: This trail lies in the 347-acre McKinstry Brook Wildlife

Management Area which Southbridge shares with Sturbridge. Trailheads in Southbridge are located on
Plimpton and Pleasant Streets; parking off of Pleasant Street has recently been blocked due to an
extensive amount of illegal dumping. The 2011 tornado resulted in hazardous tree fall along the middle
portion of the trail between the two trailheads. A white trail still exists at both trailheads but now ends at
the tornado damage. Since the tornado, a yellow trail was created off of the white trail from the
Plimpton Street side; it ends on higher ground allowing for an overview of a portion of the tornado
damage.
Like state parks or state forests, Wildlife Management Areas (WMA) are public lands that people can
enjoy; a WMA's key purpose is to provide wildlife the habitat they need and give people a place to hunt,
fish, trap, and experience nature. These "lightly" developed areas keep wild places wild and give people
an "off the beaten path" experience. WMAs are owned and managed by the Division of Fisheries and
Wildlife. Regulations govern the activities allowed on WMAs and focus on passive recreation;
motorized vehicles, for instance, are not permitted on WMAs. A WMA serves both wildlife and people.
McKinstry Brook, a cold water brook containing native brook trout, bisects the area. There are several
perennial streams flowing from the west that feed the brook. Some of these streams are subject to
impoundment from beavers. In the north portion of the property, there are also wooded wetlands.
Beaver, mink, river otter, muskrat, coyote, whitetail deer, fisher, ruffed grouse, turkey, and numerous
nongame species. Pheasants are not stocked within this area. The forest is mostly comprised of mixed
hardwoods. In low areas, along the brook, are also stands of hemlock and alder thickets. Trail distance:
Pleasant Street white trail - 0.55 mile, Plimpton Street white trail – 0.4 mile, Plimpton Street yellow
trail – 0.2 mile.
Quinebaug Valley Rail Trail: The former Providence and Worcester Railroad runs
about 11 miles from Webster to Southbridge. Work in 2012 completed the section from Route 131 in
Sandersdale to the Connecticut State line. Most of the surface in Southbridge is 3-4” trap rock which
makes walking and biking difficult, although deep snow in the winter provides a perfect base for snow
shoeing and cross-country skiing. Parking is allowed by adjacent local businesses. The Town’s vision
for future development of the QVRT includes adding a better surface to the trap rock, conversion of the
trail from the intersection of Route 131 to the Route 131 and Route 169 Rotary and on into the
downtown area and along the Quinebaug River to the terminus on River Street. The Downtown
Redevelopment Plan includes a future riverfront park along the trail. The vision includes a connection to
the Grand Trunk Trail and beyond. Trail distance: 1.5 miles.
Thompson Family “Forever Wild” Preserve: This 40-acre parcel is owned

by Opacum Land Trust. The trailhead is located on Eastford Road (Route 198) just south of Dennison
Drive with parking along the roadside. The trail is a loop which runs adjacent to approximately 2,300
acres of watershed land owned by the Town of Southbridge.
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The loop trail is blazed with blue paint, and is about 1 mile in length. It begins at a small overgrown
pasture along Eastford Road. This pasture contains stone walls, cedar fence posts, and massive old
maple trees that line the road and has been cleared of non-native invasive species such as multiflora rose,
oriental bittersweet, barberry, and buckthorn. The trail crosses a small wetland at the rear of the pasture
then makes its way up an incline to an old logging road. To the left, one follows the logging road to hear
wood frogs and peepers from the vernal pool to the right. The trail comes close to the property
boundary, turning right and following an old stone wall which runs down a steep hill to a beaver pond.
Skirting the edge of the wetland, the trail turns again to the right and intersects with an access road for
the Southbridge Water Supply. The trail follows the property boundary along the access road, turns right
up into the hemlock forest. The path leads back to the old logging road and down the hill to the
trailhead. Wildlife includes raccoon, beaver, red fox, gray squirrel, and whitetail deer. Trail distance - 1
mile.
Westville Lake Community Loop Trail: This trail on federal flood control

land is made up of the Grand Trunk Trail on the Sturbridge side of Westville Lake and the trail
extensions on the Southbridge side, including a portion of Old South Street. It contains both rolling
terrain and the flat rail bed of the Grand Trunk. No motorized vehicles are allowed on the trail and it is
open year round. Trail distance – 1.9 miles.
Trail connecting Capillo Park and Henry Street
Playground: Although not ADA accessible, this trail is at present the only connection

between these two recreational facilities.
There are a number of informal trails, including ones in the undeveloped town-owned
land that connects with the Charlton Street School Recreation Area, and some trails are in need of
maintenance to be accessible, for example the trail surrounding Carpenter Pond near the McCann Fields
and Park.

Town of Southbridge
Open Space & Recreation Plan Update 2015-2017

Page 86

This Page Left Blank Intentionally

Town of Southbridge
Open Space & Recreation Plan Update 2015-2017

Page 87

SECTION 6 - COMMUNITY GOALS
A. Description of Process: 2004 and 2015-17 Updates.
Both the 2004 and the current 2015 Open Space & Recreation Plan Updates were shaped by extensive
community input as both occurred in the context of larger town planning. The 2004 Update grew out of
the 2003-2004 Long Term Plan process and the 2015 Update arose out of the 2012-2013 Master Plan.
As detailed in Section 2, resident comments were provided through multiple meetings with the steering
committee, and 22 public forums, including 10 visioning sessions and 10 roundtable discussions,
Facebook discussions, comment boards, and a survey. In addition, a public outreach survey was
undertaken during 2014, and a public outreach meeting was held on May 13, 2015 to discuss the
Community’s vision for goals and an action plan for open space and recreation.
The 2015-2017 Update grew out of the 2013 Master Plan. The process began with a vision statement
generated by the community, information was gathered about the town’s current conditions, potential
action strategies were discussed, and ultimately agreement was reached on the most promising actions to
move the town towards the future envisioned by its residents. This constituted the fulfillment of one of
the goals of the 2004 Update, to develop a town-wide comprehensive plan based on smart growth
principles.
The 2013 Master Plan embodied the community’s core values in the following vision statement: in the
future Southbridge will be a “safe, healthy and clean town, have multiple opportunities to enjoy the
Quinebaug River, have indoor recreational facilities, have a strong school system and life-long learning
opportunities, have a range of employment offerings, have a vibrant downtown, have updated facilities
and services, have clear and continuous communication between government and residents, have a
public transportation system, embrace its ethnic diversity, and have a restored reputation.”
Six goals were developed during the 2013 Master Plan process:
1. To promote health, safety and wellness,
2. To promote education for all,
3. To improve housing and neighborhoods in Southbridge,
4. To increase economic development town-wide and improve downtown,
5. To ensure the sustainability of Southbridge, and
6. To increase community pride.
B. Statement of Open Space and Recreation Goals
The vision statement in the 2013 Master Plan is similar to that in the 2004 Update, that the town sees
recreation and natural resource conservation as part of a balanced, vibrant community. Southbridge
residents want economic development without sacrificing a small town feeling, the Quinebaug River,
Westville Dam and Recreation area, its walkability and historic downtown, and our abundant and high
quality water. Therefore, along with the 2013 Master Plan, the goals of the 2004 Update provide a
starting point to determine the goals of this plan.
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SECTION 7 - ANALYSIS OF NEEDS
A. Summary of Resource Protection Needs
2004 Update: Resources identified as needing protection included the rich architectural heritage of

the historic downtown district, old cemeteries, the AO complex, the Southbridge Town Common, and
landscapes such as Dennison Rock and the banks of the Quinebaug River. These were considered
important resources for this community that once lost could not be restored. Also emphasized was the
need to identify and preserve the habitat of endangered species. Townspeople also stressed that
ownership of their own reservoirs and watershed is a unique treasure that needs to be protected. The
Long Term Plan recommended increasing the extent of protection for watershed and other water
resource areas.
2015-2017 Update:

Water Resources
The town owns over 2,000 acres in the southwest corner which includes Reservoirs 3, 4, and 5 and the
Cohasse Brook Reservoir (additional Town-owned watershed land is located within the boundaries of
the Town of Sturbridge and in Connecticut). The high quality and abundant potable water is protected
by extensive undeveloped watershed lands that must continue to be protected from current and potential
contamination.
There are more than 1,200 acres of wetlands in town. The Quinebaug River is within walking distance
of the majority of town residents but is difficult to access for much of its route. Protecting and making
the riverfront accessible can be a source of revitalizing Southbridge; while some recreational areas have
been developed along the river, there is significant further recreational potential.
Habitat and Wildlife
Southbridge has large areas of mixed hardwood and pine forest that produce clean air, reduce run-off
and flooding, provide wildlife habitat, and moderate climatic conditions. One of the town’s most unique
natural resource areas is located along the eastern border where the Quinebaug River flows into the
Town of Dudley. Southbridge has several areas identified in the BioMap2 statewide conservation plan
as Core Habitat and Critical Natural Landscape (critical areas for biodiversity). There also exist 6
estimated rare wetland species habitat sites and 1 priority habitat for upland rare species in Soutbridge.
Southbridge has protected more than 70% of state identified “estimated habitats of rare wildlife” and
more than 25% of “priority habitats of rare species” via protection of Watershed land, (including land in
abutting towns and in Connecticut). The Watershed protects a large portion of one of the BioMap2
Critical Natural Landscapes (important wildlife habitats). The Watershed itself is protected by
restrictions placed on land within it through the Watershed Protection Overlay Zone, Section 15 of the
Southbridge Zoning Bylaw. The town must continue to protect these fragile lands identified by the
Massachusetts Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program.
Open Space
Twenty-one percent (3,200 acres) of Southbridge is some form of protected open space. Forested areas
and steep slopes add visual drama; most of these are undisturbed by development. Southbridge was
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once highly agrarian; while most of the farms have been lost, approximately 3,000 acres of farmland
remain undeveloped and 15% of the land is prime agricultural soils ideally suited to the production of
food. More than 20% of its agricultural land has been protected through MGL Chapter 61A.
Recognizing the need to encourage locally grown and seasonal foods, the Town has recently created an
agricultural commission and will consider a Right to Farm bylaw in the near future. About 43% of the
town has soils with few restrictions for development; the remaining area has soils that increase the costs
of construction. A balance must continue to be struck between protecting open space and promoting
future development. The town must avoid development that would cause soil erosion or detract from the
visual appeal of the natural landscape features and continue to promote the production of locally grown
food.
Recreation.
The Town’s Recreation and School Departments manage recreation facilities on about 82 acres.
Recreation facilities include 25 acres of playgrounds and playfields, 12 baseball/softball fields, 7 tennis
courts, 3 soccer fields, and 3 football fields. The United States Army Corps of Engineers manage the
Westville Dam and Recreation area (578 acres), an important regional facility shared with the Town of
Sturbridge.
Recreation potential needs to be promoted near the populated center and on forested areas and steep
slopes. While Southbridge has many opportunities for recreation, facilities are in need of renovation and
improvements. In addition, there is a need for small, scattered recreation sites and green spaces in
denser neighborhoods, primarily those in and around the center of town for small gardens and
unstructured play for small children. Given the large numbers of at-risk youth and expected increase in
seniors there is a likely need for more recreation programming and outreach, especially in the densely
populated areas of town. To increase the walkability of the town and to provide alternative
transportation choices, there is a continuing need to link existing and potential recreation facilities and
areas to accommodate both walking and biking.
B. Summary of Community's Needs
Based on national standards, Southbridge has nearly enough recreation facilities for its population; few
residences in the most densely part of the town are more than a 15 minute walk to some kind of park or
recreation area. But while the quantity may seem adequate, the at-risk youth population and growing
senior population indicate that innovative recreation opportunities in critical places is a serious need. In
addition, the quality of existing facilities is in need of improvement. Facilities need to be updated and
better maintained to make them more inviting and attractive. They also need to be better policed to
reduce incidences of vandalism. Echoing the 2013 Master Plan, the town needs to become cleaner and
safer.
Importance of Green Space and Opportunities to Create
Them

It is important to create and maintain green spaces; the creation of neighborhood green space improves
living conditions in existing residential areas, especially those areas densely populated. The Quinebaug
River runs through the town and offers unique opportunities for recreation and open space amenities; the
banks of the river are lightly developed and could be made accessible to a large portion of Southbridge
residents. There is potential for a waterfront park in the downtown area. In addition, connecting the
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Heritage Trail with the Grand Trunk and the QVRT Rail Trails would provide improved access for
many residents who otherwise could not secure transportation to the Westville Lake and Recreation area.
The creation of such a regional network allows for alternative transportation, bicycling instead of driving
from Sturbridge to Dudley. This addresses another 2013 Master Plan goal: sidewalks and trails need to
be reviewed for condition, access, and signage so as to encourage physical activity and wellness and
promote “active living”. The Town’s zoning includes provisions for cluster subdivisions, which allow
for greater density in exchange for open space that is protected through conservation restrictions.
There will continue to be the need to update this plan’s inventory of recreation resources. Also, there is
the need to create a mapped inventory of existing trails, potential connections, and potential new trails.
Much can be accomplished through linking elements that already exist. There is also a good opportunity
to expand and multiply benefits and enjoyment of currently listed recreation facilities and open space
amenities: Capillo Park, McCann Fields, and Carpenter Pond. These three areas adjoin each other, but
they are separated by topography (Capillo Park’s elevation) and vegetation (weeds encircling & invading
Carpenter Pond). Like the river, these three recreation resources lie in the heart of Southbridge’s densest
residential areas.
Special Open Space and Recreation Needs

A significant portion of the Town’s population lives below the poverty level –15.4%, compared to
11.6% for the Commonwealth (2010 median household income was $47,234 compared to $62,859 for
the State). A legacy from the Town’s significant role in the industrial revolution and development of the
mill-based economy is a large number of aging factory workers’ house stock, which has been gradually
becoming owned by investor owners and “absentee landlords”, with the obvious effect upon the
demographics of the Town. This has set the stage for poor health indicators and at-risk youth. As
captured in the Town’s 2013 Master Plan, residents have expressed a need for additional and diverse
activities and programming for our youth. Improving and maintaining recreational resources and
facilities, expanding recreational resources, expanding green spaces and open space, and linking existing
resources is important to all youth, but especially those considered “at risk”. They need healthy choices
for recreation and after school activities, some of which should be outdoor sports and passive recreation.
It is hoped that less time inside with video games and other sedentary activities and more outside time,
keeping active and physically strong, enjoying the fresh air and the natural environment will lead to a
healthier life-style and increased sense of well-being.
Another group in need is the elder population. The senior population in Southbridge is already high and
is projected to increase by 91% by 2030. Seniors are at risk for sedentary lifestyles and all of the
accompanying health risks, and they do not enjoy or take part in the same recreational activities that
young people do. The Tri-Community YMCA recognizes this and has developed many programs for
seniors, but passive recreation resources that are not part of organized activity are also important. These
include easy to moderate trails and facilities that allow access to natural and scenic resources. Improving
and maintaining facilities is important. The Town’s Subdivision Regulations encourage cluster design
with trails and walks for seniors and has two new subdivisions restricted to those over 55 with smaller
homes and comfortable walking trails. It will be important to keep needs for seniors in mind when
facilities are improved and/or expanded.
The Massachusetts Statewide Comprehensive Recreation Plan (SCORP) was used in the
development of the open space and recreation portion of the master plan and was subsequently used as
an additional planning tool in the OSRP updating process. It is important that the Town is aware of the
Commonwealth’s priorities so that we can propose projects that fit the bigger plan and would perhaps
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lead to better chances in grant rounds, but also, it affirms that many of our open space and recreation
needs here in Southbridge are mirrored at the state level. Some of these include: permanent protection of
land; recreation and open space facilities that are close to where people live, work and play; projects that
improve the quality of life in lower income areas; better access to and increase in available trails; and
looking at open space opportunities in harmonization with economic development. That the public input
that directed the revised SCORP also noted these needs is reassuring to a Town with 56.1%
low/moderate income households, particularly as there is corresponding low real estate value that
translates into an extremely tight budget.
The Master Plan Process and the development of this Open Space and Recreation Plan update have
relied on public input, and ideas were developed that addressed the needs as expressed by the public.
Both youth and seniors participated in the public conversation.
Environmental Equity

A large portion of the Town has an environmental justice area. Most of the Town’s low/moderate
income population is located in the densely populated center of town, while the least populous areas are
in the outlying north and south sections. Fortunately, the parks and other recreational areas are also
located in the densely populated areas, which are census tracks with high percentages of low/moderate
income households. These facilities are generally neighborhood facilities and are located within walking
distance to multi-family housing.
[See map Environmental Justice in Appendix]
C. Land Use Management Needs
The 2013 Master Plan contains the following goal statement: recognize and act on the fact that our
future well-being depends on protecting the natural environment by living and working in ways that
support our long-term survival. Page 106. The community has long urged more proactive planning and
action. Mandates from the Master Plan position Southbridge to incorporate the principles of Smart
Growth:
• Mix land uses,
• Take advantage of compact building design,
• Create a range of housing opportunities and choices,
• Create walkable neighborhoods,
• Foster distinctive, attractive communities with a strong sense of place,
• Preserve open space, farmland, natural beauty and critical environmental areas,
• Strengthen and direct development towards existing communities,
• Provide a variety of transportation choices,
• Make development decisions predictable, fair and cost effective, and
• Encourage community and stakeholder collaboration in development decisions.
Key recommendations include:
• Promote a sustainable future.
• Prepare for climate change.
• Protect watersheds.
• Promote use of renewable energy sources.
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•

Protect biodiversity.

The 2013 Master Plan and 2015-2017 Open Space Plan Update present a huge challenge. Budgetary
constraints currently prohibit the hiring of a town planner although it is one of the town positions that is
most needed. Until funding can be found, inroads can be made by increasing interdepartmental
communication, along with communication among committees and boards. Mapping needs to be more
accessible to provide visual aids, for example, how will a decision effect a habitat corridor, what is the
proximity of a proposed subdivision to a sensitive environmental area. And underlying this new future
direction is the need to learn more progressive tools at the disposal of the decision-making bodies:
hosting a presentation by an expert on how to protect biodiversity and watersheds for example through
modifications to zoning and the permitting process, or strategies to partner with land trusts.
Budgetary issues also forces the town to seek alternative funding sources for increased maintenance and
policing of recreational assets. The Board of Health currently has a clean-up day planned for the
community; this is a step in the right direction. While the CPA has not gained traction in the community
in the past, perhaps it is time to reintroduce it.
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SECTION 8 - GOALS and OBJECTIVES
As described in Section 6, both the 2004 and the 2015 Open Space & Recreation Plan Updates were
shaped by extensive community input, as both occurred in the context of larger town planning. The
2004 Update grew out of the 2003-2004 Long Term Plan process and the 2015 Update arose out of the
2012-2013 Master Plan. As detailed in Section 2, resident comments were provided through multiple
meetings with the steering committee, and 22 public forums, including 10 visioning sessions and 10
roundtable discussions, Facebook discussions, comment boards, and a survey. In addition, a public
outreach survey was undertaken during 2014, and a public outreach meeting was held on May 13, 2015
to discuss the Community’s vision for goals and an action plan for open space and recreation.
Identifying broad-based goals (and later, prioritized action steps) was not difficult, because public input
has been consistent and clear, and there has also been consensus with committees, commissions, and
municipal staff. There has been a well-defined path towards major goals of maintaining and improving
facilities, creating additional facilities to meet current and future needs, protecting the watershed and
other resources, connecting facilities and creating pathways to the Quinebaug River, protecting and
enhancing the historical downtown and unique community character, and highlighting the Town’s
walkability, among others. Even the Downtown Urban Renewal Plan (approved in 2010) proposes parks
and open space that draw residents and visitors closer to the Quinebaug River. They were easily distilled
into five general conceptual goals. What proved difficult, however, was listing them in a prioritized
manner. Therefore, we have listed the three goals that address existing resources first, and the two goals
that address expansion and updating after them. Later, priorities were assigned for action steps, but the
goals themselves are not prioritized.
At the May 13, 2015 public meeting the five general conceptual goals were discussed and affirmed
Attendees then offered suggestions for strategies and objectives that were later utilized in forming the
Section 9 Action Plan.
Note regarding ADA: ADA projects were not identified as goals, because the policies and practices are
already in place. The Town’s Self-Evaluation and ADA Plan was first written and adopted in 2003.
Many tasks and projects were identified in the Plan, and the Town worked steadily to undertake them
over the next few years. When the identified work was complete, the Town updated the Plan. The
Town provides accessibility for all new and refurbishment projects, including recreation facilities, and
also addresses accessibility in all of its maintenance projects. As accessibility needs are uncovered they
are addressed.
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BROAD-BASED GOALS & OBJECTIVES
Goals - General Concepts

Objectives - Ideas for Accomplishing Goals

1. Conserve and protect the watershed
& aquifer-rich southwest quadrant of
Town

Confirm adequacy of the watershed district bylaw
Plan expansion of the watershed protective zoning
overlay district
Determine feasibility of an acquisition program
Continue monitoring adjacent uses

2. Improve & maintain existing
recreational resources/facilities

Develop improvement & maintenance plans for
recreational resources, including trails.
Re-organize management of recreation facilities and
development of new facilities
Address safety and vandalism in parks, playgrounds and
trails
Explore possible DCR purchase of the QVRT, currently
under jurisdiction of MassDOT
Identify & prioritize biomap areas
Determine if wetlands, Bio-map, vernal pools, forests &
other natural resources are adequately protected
Review zoning bylaw to identify ways of improving
cluster/PUD development to create more open space
and conservation subdivisions (open space residential
development with linkages to other protected land)
Identify methods to preserve farmland and encourage
conservation farming
Increase educational programs that promote
environmental protection
Highlight, encourage and take advantage of the Town’s
legacy and abundance of street trees and forests
Encourage local agriculture and locally grown food
Support plans for ADA connections between Capillo
Park, McCann Field, & Carpenters Pond and develop
funding plan
Explore opportunities to link existing trails and develop
and advance the regional trail system.
Create dedicated safe bicycle routes or lanes for onstreet/sidewalk connections throughout the Town.
Explore “Complete Streets” program

3. Protect important natural resource
areas (BioMap areas, wetlands,
floodplains, buffer zones, conservation
corridors, critical habitats, farmland,
scenic or historical assets, etc.) from
future development

4. Link existing & potential trails &
recreational resources
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Encourage open space & recreation considerations into
5. Expand existing recreational
implementation of the Master Plan and the
resources, green spaces, & open space;
Downtown Urban Renewal Plan, especially near
create additional resources when feasible
economic development areas to attract business
Include trails & recreation facilities as suggestion or
requirement in new developments.
Improve recreation opportunities for the senior
population.
Develop funding plan for implementation of open space
protection & recreation recommendations.
Improve access to the Quinebaug River
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SECTION 9: SEVEN-YEAR ACTION PLAN
In this section the broad-based goals and objectives are further developed into specific action steps. The
general goals are listed in bold with specific action steps listed below.
A seven-year, rather than a five-year timetable is suggested in order to give more realistic and feasible
projections for the actions, many of which are not simple and would be impossible to complete in five
years.
Priorities
All of the action steps are considered high priority and are included because they are all important to the
Town. It was difficult to establish priorities within them, but they have been separated into First (P1),
Second (P2) and third (P3) priorities.
The Open Space and Recreation Committee felt strongly that a new Open Space and Recreation
Committee should be created and that the Recreation Department should have a full-time director. In
time it is hoped that staffing could be added. It was noted that specific parties have been identified for
each action step, but in reality it is important for all Town departments, boards and committees to work
cooperatively and with good communication in order to best implement these OSRP goals as well as any
other Town initiatives.
Seven Year Schedule
The Town has found that most projects are not completed within short time-frames. With this in mind,
most of the actions steps listed for each goal have multi-year projections, and sometimes with preplanning activity followed by a one or two year break while funding is established.
The Town of Southbridge is not a wealthy community. 57.1% of Southbridge households are of low to
moderate income. Property values are not high, but with careful budgeting the Town has managed to
maintain a balanced budget and provide services for its residents. However, in order to be fiscally
responsible the Town must not spend unwisely, even for amenities that are important to wellbeing of its
citizens. Therefore, the Town will need to seek funding for many of the following steps. Many other
steps were selected because they can be achieved with existing Town Department budgets. The
Committee acknowledges the burdens this must place on the departments and their staff, who already
have full schedules with limited resources. The Committee hereby expresses gratitude for their
cooperation and generosity in the implantation of this plan.
Finally, the Committee acknowledges that communication is key and all the listed departments,
committees, boards and authorities must work together with the Town Manager to achieve the goals and
actions included in this Open Space and Recreation Plan. The Town Council is an overseeing entity but
may also participate when possible and practical.
The Goals and Action steps begin on the next page.
[See map Action Plan in Appendix]
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Year

Goal and Actions
1. Conserve/protect the watershed & aquifer-rich southwest
quadrant of Town
Add permanent protection of the Watershed Protection Overlay
District under Article 97 through Town Council vote, or through
the use of conservation restrictions approved by the Ex. Office
of Energy and Environmental Affairs
Review the adequacy of the watershed district bylaw and
protective zoning overlay district. Amend Zoning Bylaw if
needed.
Monitor adjacent uses to assure adequate protection from
contamination - Watershed to remain unavailable to the Public

1

Re-organize Recreation Department to include full time
direction position and include management of the Community
Center; create a new Recreation and Open Space Committee
Establish an “Adopt-a-Park” program

Enhance safety at recreational venues
Pursue transfer of ownership of QVRT from DOT to DCR
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3

4

5

6

Funding

Responsible Party

P1

Town Budget

Town Manager and
Conservation
Commission

P1

Town Budget

Planning Board

P2

DPW Budget

DPW Water
Department

P3

Pass CPA,
Town Budget
and USDA
Loan
Funding

Town Manager and
DPW

P1

Town Budget,
Seek Grants

Recreation
Department

P1

Town Budget
(Recreation)

Town Manager and
Recreation Director

P1

Town Budget

ED&P, DPW,
Recreation, T. Mngr

P1

Town Budget
(Police Dept.)

Police Dept. and
Recreation Dept.

P2

Town Budget

Town Manager,
Recreation Director

7

X X

X

X

X

Review feasibility of acquiring additional watershed land on a
triennial basis - finance and purchase if feasible

2. Improve & maintain existing recreational
resources/facilities
Develop maintenance and improvement plan for existing fields,
trails and facilities; seek funding

2

Prio
rity

X

X

X

1

2

X

X

3

4

X X

5

6

7

Prio
rity

X X

X X X
X X

X X X X
X X X
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Responsible Party

Prio
rity

Funding

Responsible Party

P2

Town Budget

X P3

Town Budget
(Recreation
and free cash)

Recreation Director
and Dir. ED&P
Recreation
Department

Goal and Actions, Goal 2, continued
Promote trails and other recreation resources
Improve, standardize signage and maps of Town trails, parks and
recreation facilities in biennial increments

3. Protect important natural resource areas (BioMap areas,
wetlands, floodplains, buffer zones, conservation corridors,
critical habitats, farmland, scenic or historical assets, etc.)
from development
Identify & prioritize BioMap areas, create sub-plan for these
areas, and include public outreach
Amend Zoning Bylaw to encourage conservation, smart growth
development, agriculture; include priority conservation and
economic development sites as identified in CMRPC C-13
initiative
Seek certification for vernal pools; adopt protection bylaw for
pools and buffer areas, wetlands.
Identify and implement incentives for farming and farmland
preservation; adopt Right to Farm Bylaw
Add environmental programming to Southbridge Public School
curriculum

1
X

2

X

3

4

X

7

Prio
rity

1

2

3

X

4

5

X

6

X X P1
P1

X X X X X X X P2
X

X P2
X X X

P2

X X X P3

X

1

2

P3

3

4

5

6

Funding

Responsible Party

Volunteers

Open Space and
Recreation Comm.
Planning Board,
ED&P Dept.

7

X X X X

Offer a seminar for preservation of scenic, historical, farmland,
critical habitats, etc.
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X

Tree planting and maintenance program

Goal and Actions

5

7

Prio
rity
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Town Budget,
Free Cash

Volunteers
Volunteers
Southbridge
School Dept.
Budget
DPW Budget
and
Volunteers
ED&P Staff,
Volunteers

Funding

Conservation
Commission
Agricultural
Commission
School Dept., Town
Council, Cons.
Comm.
DPW/Town Mgr.

ED&P Dept., Cons.
Comm., Volunteers

Responsible Party

4. Link existing & potential trails & recreational resources
Create priority and funding plans for implementing a, riverside
walkway and trailheads that connect the QVRT, the Downtown
(in compliance with the goals of the Southbridge Downtown
Redevelopment Plan), Globe Village, the Grand Trunk Trail, the
Westville Recreation Area and associated trails; implement a
priority project

Improve the surface condition of the Quinebaug Valley Rail
Trail section from the Dudley town border to the Route 131
intersection at Sandersdale Road
Create dedicated safe bicycle routes, initiate complete Streets
Program with lanes for on-street connections between trails &
recreation resources
Design and obtain funding for the Quinebaug Valley Rail Trail
section from the Route 131-169 intersection at North Woodstock
Road to the rotary by the Town Common and into the
downtown.

Implement plans for the connection of Capillo Park, McCann
Field, & Carpenters Pond (see #2 above, also)

Complete ADA compliant Heritage Nature Trail
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X X X X

P1

X X X

P1

X

X X X

P2

X X X X P3

X X X X

P3

X X P3
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Town Dept.
Budgets, then
apply for
DCR grants
and seek out
other public
and private
funding
resources
State earmark,
Cassella/DEP
penalty funds,
DCR grants
Town Dept.
budgets, seek
state funding
Some State
earmark
funds, DCR
grants, and
seek out other
public and
private
funding
resources.
CDBG,
PARC and
DCR grants
Seek DCR
grants and
ACOE
Assistance

Recreation Dept.,
ED&P Dept., DPW,
Redevelopment
Authority, Open
Space and Trails
Committees

ED&P Director,
Recreation Director,
DPW Dept., Trail
Committee
Recreation Director,
DPW Director,
ED&P Dept.
ED&P Dept.,
Recreation Director,
DPW Dept., Open
Space Committee

ED&P Dept.,
Recreation Director,
DPW Dept., Open
Space Committee
Recreation Dept.,
DPW Dept. , Open
Space Committee,
Trails Committee

Goal and Actions
5. Expand recreational resources, green spaces, & open
space
Identify opportunities to improve access to the Quinebaug River;
with new parks, trails, and links as in Goal #4,
encourage/incentivize advantageous mill re-use as a way to
enhance and provide greater access to the River. Facilitate river
recreation in order to generate economic development, remove
vegetation and clean up river area, and allow public access
whenever possible.
Establish an Open Space & Recreation Committee that combines
the Recreation Committee and the Trails Committee
Apply for funding for Downtown Urban Renewal Plan open
space-related projects

Identify opportunities to create pocket parks, green spaces and
small play areas; seek funding

Encourage open space residential development in new
subdivisions. Incorporate Zoning Bylaw and Subdivision
Regulations updates to provide for new common open space and
passive recreation resources
Continue to plan for future active and passive recreation and
open space needs, beyond 7 years
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1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Pri
ori
ty

Funding

Responsible Party

X X X X X X X P1

Various
public and
private
funding
sources

Many departments,
private parties,
Boards,
Commissions, and
organizations

X X

Department
Budget
CDBG and
DCR

Recreation Director

P1
X X X P1

X X X

P2

X X X X

P2

X X X X X X X P3
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CDBG, DCR
grants, and
other funding
sources
Dept.
Budgets,
CMRPC
Hours
Department
Budgets

Redevelopment
Authority, ED&P
Department, Town
Manager, others as
needed
ED&P Director,
Town Manager,
Recreation Director
Planning Board,
Conservation
Commission, ED&P
Director
ED&P Dept., DPW
Dept., Recreation
Dept., Town
Manager
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SECTION 10: LETTERS OF SUPPORT
Central Massachusetts Regional Planning Commission
Southbridge Planning Board
Ron San Angelo, Southbridge Town Manager
To Follow
Southbridge Conservation Commission
Southbridge Recreation Committee
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APPENDICES
PUBLIC PARTIPATION
1. Public Outreach Meeting (Note: meeting handouts and sticky-notes that attendees placed
on poster, along with the signed minutes are on file in the Economic Development and
Planning Office, Open Space and Recreation file drawer. An electronic copy of the minutes
is attached.
2. Survey (Note: the tabulation page is attached – individual response sheets are on file in the
Economic Development and Planning Office, Open Space and Recreation file drawer.)
3. By Reference: Master Plan, Volume III - Public Conversation
MAPS
Regional Context (Locus)
Environmental Justice
Habitat Features
Soils and Geologic Features
Unique Features
Water Resources #1
Water Resources #2
Open Space Inventory
Action Plan
Zoning
BY REFERENCE:
Self-Evaluation and Accessibility Plan
2013 Master Plan, Volume I – Implementation Plan
2013 Master Plan, Volume II – Existing Conditions
2013 Master Plan, Volume III – Public Conversation
2004 Long Term Plan
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Public Outreach
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Public Outreach Meeting
Open Space and Recreation Plan Update
May 13, 2015 6:00 PM
Larry Hyman Conference Room
Attendees: Dylan St. Germain, Thomas Ayau, Paulette Desourcy, Karen Pickarski, Ken Pickren,
Margaret Morrissey, James Cosgrove, Wil Cournoyer, Maureen Doyle, Steven Roenfeldt, Gus Steeves,
John Pulawski, Scott Benoit, Cassandra Acly, and Rose Cournoyer.
Note: The Steering Committee Members include Karen Pickarski, Chair, Steven Roenfeldt, Scott
Benoit, and Cassandra Acly. There were other members that have dropped off.
1. Cassandra Acly welcomed everyone and thanked them for attending. She invited each attendee to
introduce him or herself. She then pointed out the members of the OSRP Steering Committee.
2. Ms. Acly then briefly described the process that has taken place to update the Town’s Open Space
and Recreation Plan, starting with the Master Plan process. She explained that the master plan initiative
included provisions for completing an update of the Open Space and Recreation Plan, since one of the
components of a master plan is open space and recreation. Now it must be completed, and this meeting
is the culmination of the public input on the update.
She described the work that has taken place on the OSRP update, adding that we all have a debt of
gratitude to Karen Pickarski, who has done the lion’s share of the work on the plan. She then introduced
Steve Roenfeldt, the Recreation Director, who would lead the public input.
3. Steve Roenfeldt discussed the importance of the OSRP, as well as the need for updating it. He also
described the need for public input to reinforce the five goals that have been established and provide
input into the projects and action plan.
He noted that the Town must periodically come to consensus about its needs and wants regarding open
space and recreation so that the administration can approach budgeting and undertaking projects in an
organized and a sensibly prioritized way. He also noted that it is a way to establish priorities fairly and
have them made public so that everyone can be aware of them. He stressed that citizen input is required
for many projects, and that this requirement must be embraced and not just given cursory attention. He
added the importance of an OSRP for applying for funding for projects included in the goals, and he
gave some examples. He listed the goals, which are:
1) Improve and maintain existing recreational resources and facilities
2) Link existing and potential trails and recreational resources
3) Expand recreational resources, green space, and open space
4) Conserve and protect the Watershed, and
5) Preserve areas of bio-diversity (critical environmental areas), scenic or historical value, and farmland.
He then described the goals in detail while explaining how they were developed. He asked if those
present had any positive or negative comments on the goals or if there was consensus that they should
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remain intact. There were no comments. Mr. Roenfeldt stated that hearing none, he assumes that all
those present agree with the five goals. Again, there were no comments. Mr. Roenfeldt wanted to know
if the consensus was to leave the list intact, and he asked those who agreed that it should be to raise their
hands. All present raised their hands to signal their agreement.
On the walls of the room and the adjoining hallway were large while sheets, one for each goal. Each
attendee was given a pad of three-inch square removable notes and a pen. Mr. Roenfeldt invited the
attendees to write down their ideas on the notes and attach them to the corresponding sheets. He
requested that they visit all of the goals and give multiple ideas for each one.
4. Attendees spent approximately 1 and ½ hours writing and placing their suggestions.
5. When everyone was finished, Ms. Acly thanked all for their contribution. She also invited those
present to consider volunteering on the Conservation Commission, the Trail Commission, the Recreation
Commission, or the Open Space and Recreation Steering Committee.
Respectfully Submitted,
Rose Cournoyer, Staff
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