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Good morning,
My name is Cherie Cormier and I am writing on behalf of myself and Christopher Fenner. We
reside at 243 Clemence Hill Road, which is a single family home we purchased in June of 2015
abutting the future site of the community solar arrays being constructed by Clean Energy Collective.
We were at the initial public hearing and I spoke to the board concerning our privacy concerns and
the intrusive nature of the utility poles proposed to be erected on the either the Northern (our view) or
Southern side of the building site. While we are excited to see Southbridge partner with a clean
energy company and reap the tax revenue benefits it will bring, we are deeply mourning the loss of
our beautiful view that was a big selling point for this home. We are asking the board to require CEC
to provide sufficient privacy landscaping to hide the panels from our view and lessen the negative
impact to the value of our home. Concerning the utility poles; as requested by the board we have
explored similar locations to see examples of the utility poles and we are now more adamant than
ever that these poles either be placed along the southern side of the site or that Clean Energy
Collective be instructed to use alternative means, i.e. bury the lines thereby lessening the number of
poles required.
Given that our property lies on a steep grade, the poles higher up along the hill would tower over
our home. We understand that burying lines would marginally increase the risk involved in their
annual maintenance, however, we feel strongly that the added risk is not unreasonable to manage
and that our quality of life and the value of our home is already being compromised and consideration
should be given to our precarious situation. We feel strongly that if burying the lines were the more
cost efficient option, we would have heard a very different narrative from CEC about the rarity of
emergency situations and the very marginal increase in risk.
As residents next to the fields, often walking them, we can speak from experience that we have never
witnessed misuse of the property from all terrain vehicles, which have clear access to the fields as
they are now. We agree with the board, however, that a gate would be needed to prevent residents
from dumping on the site, as they frequently do on airport road. There would be no way for Clean
Energy Collective to reasonably prevent ATV's from accessing that area, but gates would prevent
standard vehicles from driving in and dumping.
I appreciate your consideration of our requests and hope that we can all work together to find a
solution that is agreeable for all party's involved.
Please let us know if we can provide any further information to help the board come to a decision. I
am forwarding two additional emails with pictures of our view from both inside and outside our home.
Best,
Cherie Cormier & Chris Fenner
243 Clemence Hill Rd.
Cherie cell 508-365-7532
Chris cell 774-479-8458
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