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TOWN OF SOUTHBRIDGE 
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2022

Draft 
A meeting of the Southbridge Town Council was held on Monday, February 28, 2022, in the Council Chambers. Council Chair Daniel called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM 

AGENDA ITEM #1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE. Council Chair Daniel led the recital of the Pledge of Allegiance. 

AGENDA ITEM #2. ROLL CALL. Present: Adams, Daniel, Daou, Jovan, Lazo, Marketti, Steeves. Excused: Cotrona, Ryan (7)
AGENDA ITEM #3. CONSIDER AND ACCEPT THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES, MONDAY, JANUARY 24, 2022. A motion was made by Councilor Lazo, seconded by Councilor Daou to vote on this item. Vote by a show of hands. By 7-0 the motion carried. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.1fob9te]AGENDA ITEM #4.  SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS (relevant minutes to be read at each agenda item).  
a. GENERAL GOVERNMENT. Subcommittee Chair Ryan was absent but four items on tonight’s agenda came from a recent meeting. 
b. DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS. Subcommittee Chair Marketti summarized a recent meeting that resulted in several items on tonight’s agenda.
c. EDUCATION AND HUMAN SERVICES. Subcommittee Chair Jovan had to reschedule their meeting due to a conflict, but one of the items is on tonight’s agenda.
d. PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT. Subcommittee Chair Adams has a meeting scheduled for 3/3.
e. PROTECTION OF PERSONS AND PROPERTY. Subcommittee Chair Lazo had a recent meeting that resulted in several items on tonight’s agenda.

AGENDA ITEM #5. CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS. 
· An ad-hoc committee consisting of Councilor Ryan, Councilor Jovan, and Councilor Daou to review the Council rules and regulations
· There will be a Special Town Council meeting on Monday 3/7 at 7:00 PM
· He congratulated Town Manager McCall on his recent graduate degree from Suffolk University 

AGENDA ITEM #6. TOWN MANAGER’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
· They are working on collective bargaining agreements
· They are actively preparing for budget season 
· The positivity rate is on the decline, but for now they will maintain the mask mandate for municipal buildings

AGENDA ITEM #7. PRESENTATION: MVP UPDATE
Eric Rumsay presented information on the Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness grant process thus far
· They’ve selected a Bales and Thomas to work with on this project since their proposal fits the scope of this particular grant 
· Maureen Doyle and Gus Steeves will be part of the core team for this process 
· A kickoff meeting was held to discuss process and the firm’s history of working with MVP grants 
· This grant helps identify areas of impact that will be affected by natural disasters due to climate change and assists with planning mitigation strategies 

AGENDA ITEM #8. CITIZENS FORUM. 
Maureen Doyle of 771 Lebanon Hill made an announcement regarding Chapter 61 programs, which give Massachusetts landowners an opportunity to reduce property taxes in exchange for providing important public benefits like clean water, wildlife habitat, rural character, wood products, food, and outdoor recreation. Interested parties can find more information here: https://www.mass.gov/service-details/forest-tax-program-chapter-61

Donald Solinsky of 33 Henry Street apologized to Councilor Jovan for being rude and short fused at the previous meeting. He recounted comments from the last meeting in which he felt like people were accusing him of lying about the health of his dog Vegas when his muzzle was off. He is very unsatisfied with the process that ultimately led to his dog being taken from him. He is upset that the Council claims they did not vote to euthanize his dog when they did and noted that the video is on youtube for their reference. 

AGENDA ITEM #9. VOTE TO ACCEPT THE PROPOSAL TO PROVIDE ELECTRICAL SERVICES FOR THE INSTALLATION OF A NEW ELECTRICAL PANEL AND  CIRCUITS IN THE MAINTENANCE AIRPORT HANGER FROM GARON ELECTRICAL SERVICE, INC FOR $24,000 AND AUTHORIZE  THE TOWN MANAGER TO SIGN ALL RELATED DOCUMENTS.  A motion was made by Councilor Jovan, seconded by Councilor Lazo to vote on this item. Airport Commission Chair Rick Clemence summarized this proposal and project for the Council. Councilor Marketti asked where the funds would be coming from for this, Mr. Clemence clarified they have funds left in the Capital Improvement account that they plan to use for this project. Vote by a show of hands. By 6-0-1 the motion carried with Councilor Lazo abstaining. 

AGENDA ITEM #10. VOTE TO APPROVE A TRANSFER FOR $71,000 TO TOWN MANAGER SALARIES AND WAGES; $31,000 FROM  TREASURER/COLLECTOR SALARIES AND WAGES AND $40,000 FROM ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SALARIES AND WAGES, TO  FUND THE TOWN MANAGER’S REORGANIZATION PLAN VOTED AUGUST 23, 2021 AND ALLOW THE TOWN MANAGER TO  SIGN ALL RELATED DOCUMENTS. A motion was made by Councilor Jovan, seconded by Councilor Lazo to vote on this item. Town Manager McCall clarified that this item is part of the larger reorganization model they recently moved into. Since positions shuffled they need to realign the salaries with the re-tited positions. Councilor Marketti requested the new salary figures, and Town Manager McCall will get that information out to the Council via email this week. Vote by a show of hands. By 6-1 the motion carried, with Councilor Marketti opposing. 

AGENDA ITEM #11. VOTE TO APPROVE A TRANSFER FOR $714.13 TO WORKERS COMPENSATION INSURANCE-TOWN FROM WORKERS  COMPENSATION INSURANCE-SCHOOL, TO PAY WORKERS COMPENSATION INSURANCE AUDIT ADJUSTMENT INVOICE AND  ALLOW THE TOWN MANAGER TO SIGN ALL RELATED DOCUMENTS. A motion was made by Councilor Daou, seconded by Councilor Steeves to vote on this item. Vote by a show of hands. By 7-0 the motion carried. 

AGENDA ITEM #12. VOTE TO ACCEPT DONATIONS TOTALING $3,590.00 TO THE TOWN OF SOUTHBRIDGE HOLIDAY VISIONS PROGRAM. THE  AMOUNTS WERE DONATED FROM THE HYDE/DEXTER RUSSELL CHARITABLE FOUNDATION $2,000; SOUTHBRIDGE BUSINESS  PARTNERSHIP $1,000; STURBRIDGE COFFEE ROASTERS $90; AND DAVID ADAMS $500.00.  A motion was made by Councilor Lazo, seconded by Councilor Steeves to vote on this item. Councilor Jovan thanked all those who contributed to this wonderful event that brings so much joy to the community. Vote by a show of hands. By 7-0 the motion carried. 

AGENDA ITEM #13. VOTE TO CONFIRM DEPUTY CHIEF, JOE HULYK RECOMMENDATION TO APPOINT PATRICK J. NORMANDIN OF STURBRIDGE,  MA AS A PERMANENT FULL TIME FIREFIGHTER EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY PENDING THE SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF  PHYSICAL ABILITIES TESTING (PAT), BACKGROUND CHECK, AND PSYCHOLOGICAL TESTING. A motion was made by Councilor Lazo, seconded by Councilor Jovan to vote on this item. Deputy Chief Hulyk commented on the hiring process and thanked all those involved. Hespoke highly of Mr. Normandin and noted that Chief Normandin was not involved in the hiring process since this is a direct family member. Several Councilors noted that this was one of the better hiring processes they’ve seen and thanked those involved, they were also impressed with Mr. Normanin’s extensive resume. Deputy Chief Hulyk confirmed that they will be hiring more call firemen. Mr. Normandin thanked the Council for supporting his appointment and looks forward to taking his career to Southbridge. Vote by a show of hands. By 7-0 the motion carried. 

AGENDA ITEM #14. VOTE TO APPROVE THE POLICE DEPARTMENT REQUEST FOR A TRANSFER FROM ACCOUNT #001210.511000 SALARY TO ACCOUNT  #011210.585300 ELECTRICAL, LIGHTING, COMMUNICATIONS IN THE AMOUNT OF $4,500.00 TO COVER THE COST TO PURCHASE AND  INSTALL A NEW SERVER FOR THE PHONE AND VOICEMAIL SYSTEM AT POLICE HEADQUARTERS AND ALLOW THE TOWN MANAGER TO  SIGN ALL RELATED DOCUMENTS. A motion was made by Councilor Lazo, seconded by Councilor Daou to vote on this item. Chief Woodson said their server is failing, which is problematic since phone calls don’t always go through. This item will correct the problem to ensure their system can get back to working properly in a timely manner. Vote by a show of hands. By 7-0 the motion carried. 

AGENDA ITEM #15. VOTE TO APPROVE THE POLICE DEPARTMENT REQUEST FOR A TRANSFER FROM ACCOUNT #001210.511000 SALARY TO ACCOUNT #001210.548000 MOTOR VEHICLE PARTS & ACCESSORIES IN THE AMOUNT OF $10,000.00 TO COVER THE COST TO PURCHASE  LUND LOFT WEAPON MOUNTS THAT ARE NOW REQUIRED TO BE IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE NEW MANDATES FOR THE ANNUAL AUDIT AND ALLOW THE TOWN MANAGER TO SIGN ALL RELATED DOCUMENTS.  A motion was made by Councilor Jovan, seconded by Councilor Lazo to vote on this item.  Chief Woodson said he was notified of this change on 2/14 and this item is a unique one that needs to be accounted for by April. Vote by a show of hands. By 7-0 the motion carried. 

AGENDA ITEM #16. VOTE TO ACCEPT THE MACCS E-CITATION GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF $15,316 FOR THE PURCHASE OF A PRINTER, SIX ROLLS OF  CITATION PAPER, INSTALLATION COSTS AND APPLICABLE TRAINING ON THE MACCS E-CITATION APPLICATION AND ALLOW THE TOWN  MANAGER TO SIGN ALL RELATED DOCUMENTS.  A motion was made by Councilor Lazo, seconded by Councilor Daou to vote on this item. Chief Woodson said this is a much faster, more efficient way of writing citations on the spot. Many departments in the State have been using this technology since 2014, but they waited for grant funding to be able to move in this direction. The only recurring cost will be printer paper. Vote by a show of hands. By 7-0 the motion carried. 

AGENDA ITEM #17. VOTE TO ACCEPT THE MED-PROJECT LLC GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,300 FOR THE PURPOSE OF SUPPORTING LAW ENFORCEMENT  AGENCIES IN THE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL OF UNWANTED MEDICINE AND ALLOW THE TOWN MANAGER TO SIGN ALL RELATED  DOCUMENTS.  A motion was made by Councilor Lazo, seconded by Councilor Jovan to vote on this item. Chief Woodson said this item allows for them to continue to offer safe medication dropboxes for the community. He noted that they will take all medications, no questions asked, but this dropbox is not for hyperdynamic needles.  Vote by a show of hands. By 7-0 the motion carried. 

Vote to take item  #27 before #18. A motion was made by Councilor Adams, seconded by Councilor Jovan to vote on this. By 6-0-1 the motion carried, with Councilor Marketti abstaining.  

AGENDA ITEM #27. VOTE TO APPROVE THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION’S (EDA) AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN  ADMINISTRATION’S (ARPA) TRAVEL TOURISM AND OUTDOOR RECREATION GRANT APPLICATION TO DESIGN AND  CONSTRUCT A RAIL TRAIL APPROVED JANUARY 24, 2022 AND FEBRUARY 7, 2022 NOT TO EXCEED $1.7 MILLION AND ALLOW  THE TOWN MANAGER TO SIGN REQUIRED PAPERWORK RELATED TO THE APPLICATION.  A motion was made by Councilor Jovan, seconded by Councilor Adams to vote on this item. 
Town Manager McCall presented an update on the EDA grant application for the Quinebaug Valley Rail Trail project and noted that this has been a roller coaster of a process thus far. Some information that was asked for is unavailable at this time, but he provided a letter of commitment from MassDOT. The Town is now pitching a $5.1 Million dollar project that includes the previously discussed action items, but also includes a $1.4M contribution from the State. This has been quite the process, but everyone involved has worked tirelessly to get it to this point which will allow for a favorable grant application.
Motion to amend the item as follows: 
VOTE TO APPROVE THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION’S (EDA) AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN  ADMINISTRATION’S (ARPA) TRAVEL TOURISM AND OUTDOOR RECREATION FOR UP TO $4,400.00 FOR THE DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION OF THE QUINEBAUG VALLEY RAIL TRAIL FROM DUDLEY TO STURBRIDGE, WHOSE FULL VALUE FOR THE BUILDOUT IS $5,100,000 MINUS THE VALUE OF IN-KIND LABOR FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND THE VALUE OF CONTRIBUTIONS  FROM OTHER FUNDING SOURCES, AND APPROVE INCLUDING A LOCAL MARCH OF $1,500,000 COMPRISED OF $400,000 PREVIOUSLY APPROVED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL ON FEBRUARY 7, 2022 AND $1,100,000 COMMITTED BY THE MASS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION TO THE TOWN OF SOUTHBRIDGE ON FEBRUARY 28, 2022, FOR A REQUEST TO THE EDA OF $2,900,000.   A motion was made by Councilor Jovan, seconded by Councilor Lazo to vote on this item. Councilor Marketti asked if they need to rescind any of the previous votes they’ve made and noted that he will continue to not support this item because he doesn’t think it's the key to economic development in this town. He’d rather see more of a focus on improving the schools. Councilor Daou thanked everyone who worked diligently to move this item forward. Councilor Lazo noted that economic development takes a multifaceted approach, therefore he thinks the rail trail is one piece of that approach. Several Councilors agreed that the schools need work to drive economic development, but they also believe the rail trail is another piece of that. The Council determined they don’t need to rescind their previous vote since they are continuing to commit the same amount they voted on previously. Vote by roll call. Councilors in favor: Adams, Daniel, Daou, Jovan, Lazo, Steeves By 6-1 the motion carried, with Councilor Marketti opposing.

Vote on the main item as amended: Vote by roll call. Councilors in favor: Adams, Daniel, Daou, Jovan, Lazo, Steeves By 6-1 the motion carried, with Councilor Marketti opposing.

A motion to reconsider was made by Councilor Jocan, seconded by Councilor Lazo. Vote by a show of hands. By 6-1 the motion carried, with Councilor Marketti opposing. Councilor Jovan rescinded this motion since the amended language was adequate as it was worded. 

AGENDA ITEM #18. VOTE TO APPROVE AMENDMENT #2 TO TIGHE & BOND AGREEMENT FOR THE SOUTH STREET WATER TRANSMISSION  MAIN AND ROAD RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT FOR $95,000 TO PROVIDE FULL-TIME CONSTRUCTION OBSERVATION AND  ALLOW THE TOWN MANAGER TO SIGN 
ALL RELATED DOCUMENTS.  A motion was made by Councilor Jovan, seconded by Councilor Adams to vote on this item. Councilor Marketti would like the town to have it’s own clerk of the works for future projects. DPW Director Blakeley said this is a major construction project that has additional oversight to ensure everything goes smoothly. Some Councilors feel this is a high dollar amount for this expensive project,  but they do see the need for oversight on these big ticket projects. Ms. Blakeley said they currently don’t have the ability to fully oversee this project on their end and noted this would not impact current water rates this year. Councilor Adams thanked Ms. Blakeley for taking the time to find a solution to a common complaint they’ve had regarding oversight for several years. Councilor Jovan thinks they may need to look into expanding the DPW to allow for in-house oversight in the future. George of 23 Theresa Ave has been a recent critic of the DPW and the direction they’ve been going in on Maine Street. He witnessed an unsupervised paving project that involved a broken down pavement truck, which resulted in cold road paving. He has attended several DPW subcommittee meetings and realizes how busy and how involved Ms. Blakeley’s job is, therefore he realizes oversight is not her job, which is why he thinks this $95,000.00 is money well spent. 
Vote by roll call. Councilors in favor: Adams, Daniel, Jovan, Steeves; Councilors opposed: Daou, Lazo, Marketti. By 4-3 the motion carried. 

AGENDA ITEM #19. VOTE TO APPROVE REQUEST FOR $45,000 FROM WATER FILTER PLANT CAPITAL (610450-583000-22582) AND $50,000  FROM WATER CAPITAL RESERVE (610450-583000-91250) FOR A TOTAL OF $95,000 TO FY16 SOUTH STREET WATER  MAIN DESIGN (420000-530000-63750) TO COVER THE COST OF AMENDMENT #2 TO ADD FULL-TIME CONSTRUCTION OBSERVATION TO TIGHE & BOND AGREEMENT FOR THE SOUTH STREET WATER TRANSMISSION MAIN AND ROAD  RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT AND ALLOW THE TOWN MANAGER TO SIGN ALL RELATED DOCUMENTS.  A motion was made by Councilor Daou, seconded by Councilor Steeves to vote on this item. Vote by roll call. Councilors in favor: Adams, Daniel, Daou, Jovan, Steeves.  Councilors opposed: Lazo, Marketti By 5-2 the motion carried. 

AGENDA ITEM #20. VOTE TO APPROVE CHANGE ORDER #8 TO J. H. LYNCH & SONS’ CONTRACT FOR MAIN STREET INTERSECTION  IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT FOR A NET INCREASE OF $628,517.59 FUNDED WITH APPROPRIATIONS FROM ARPA AND  WATER STABILIZATION AND ALLOW THE TOWN MANAGER TO SIGN ALL RELATED DOCUMENTS.  A motion was made by Councilor Jovan, seconded by Councilor Daou to vote on this item. Ms. Blakeley said this is the final breakdown of remaining costs for the Main Street project. She noted that a lot of this dollar amount came from the water line issue, which is why they are asking that ARPA funds be used for some of this. Vote by roll call. Councilors in favor: Adams, Daniel, Daou, Jovan, Lazo, Marketti, Steeves. By 7-0 the motion carried. 

AGENDA ITEM #21. VOTE TO APPROVE APPROPRIATION OF $200,000 OF ARPA FUNDS TO THE MAIN STREET INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENTS  PROJECT TO COVER A PORTION OF PENDING CHANGE ORDER #8 TO THE CONTRACT WITH J H LYNCH & SONS.  A motion was made by Councilor Adams, seconded by Councilor Steeves to vote on this item. Vote by roll call. Councilors in favor: Adams, Daniel, Daou, Jovan, Lazo, Marketti, Steeves. By 7-0 the motion carried. 

AGENDA ITEM #22. VOTE TO APPROVE APPROPRIATION OF $428,517.59 FROM WATER STABILIZATION FUND 0845 TO THE MAIN STREET  INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT TO COVER A PORTION OF PENDING CHANGE ORDER #8 TO THE CONTRACT WITH J H  LYNCH & SONS. (REQUIRES 2/3 VOTE FROM COUNCIL).  A motion was made by Councilor Daou, seconded by Councilor Adams to vote on this item. Vote by roll call. Councilors in favor: Adams, Daniel, Daou, Jovan, Lazo, Marketti, Steeves. By 7-0 the motion carried. 

AGENDA ITEM #23. VOTE TO INSTRUCT THE TOWN MANAGER TO SOLICIT BIDS TO INSPECT, REMOVE AND REPLACE THE TOWN HALL CARPETS AND SUBFLOORING IN THE HALLWAYS, TOWN CLERK’S OFFICE, ASSESSOR’S OFFICE, AND TOWN MANAGER’S OFFICE. A motion was made by Councilor Lazo, seconded by Councilor Daou to vote on this item. Councilor Marketti had asked for this item to be taken up since there are a lot of issues with the carpets that have been brought up over the past year. He noted that there are several projects with funding put aside that have not been touched or moved on, therefore they may be able to look to some of those for potential funding if they decide to move forward. Councilor Jovan doesn’t agree with the wording “vote to instruct the Town Manager” since he would gladly do so if asked to, but he understands the intent. He also noted that there is $60,000 sitting in a fund from 2013 for Town Hall renovations. Vote by a show of hands. By 7-0 the motion carried. 

AGENDA ITEM #24. VOTE TO AWARD THE CONTRACT TO ARDENT GROUP INC IN THE AMOUNT OF $12,000 FOR THE INSTALLATION OF THE SODIUM  HYDROXIDE BULK TANK AT THE WATER TREATMENT PLANT FROM ACCOUNT 610450-583000-22582-PLANT CAPITAL AND  ALLOW THE TOWN MANAGER TO SIGN ALL RELATED DOCUMENTS.  A motion was made by Councilor Lazo, seconded by Councilor Adams to vote on this item. Vote by a show of hands. By 7-0 the motion carried. 

AGENDA ITEM #25. VOTE TO RATIFY THE CONTRACT BETWEEN RENAUD HVAC & CONTROLS AND TOWN OF SOUTHBRIDGE IN THE AMOUNT OF $51,  470.00 FOR THE HVAC REPLACEMENT OF RTU #3 AND #4 AND ALLOW THE TOWN MANAGER TO SIGN ALL RELATED DOCUMENTS. A motion was made by Councilor Jovan, seconded by Councilor Daou to vote on this item. This item accounts for an emergency repair at the library for an issue with the rooftop unit. Vote by a show of hands. By 7-0 the motion carried. 

AGENDA ITEM #26. VOTE TO ACCEPT THE FUNDS SECURED FOR THE TOWN OF SOUTHBRIDGE BY SENATOR FATTMAN IN THE AMOUNT OF $50,000 FOR THE  EMERGENCY REPAIRS TO THE POLICE DEPARTMENT HVAC SYSTEM AND ALLOW THE TOWN MANAGER TO SIGN ALL RELATED  DOCUMENTS. A motion was made by Councilor Jovan, seconded by Councilor Daou to vote on this item. The Council thanked Senator Fattman for getting this funding to them. Vote by a show of hands. By 7-0 the motion carried. 

AGENDA ITEM #28. VOTE TO REFER THE AMENDMENT TO SOUTHBRIDGE ZONING MAP BACK TO PLANNING BOARD TO RECEIVE PUBLIC  COMMENT AT A FUTURE PUBLIC HEARING: 
A) CHANGING 333 EAST MAIN STREET THROUGH 505 EAST MAIN STREET FROM MANUFACTURING TO GENERAL BUSINESS.  B) CHANGING 1, 6, AND 28 SANDERSDALE ROAD AND MAP 44, LOT 17 FROM MANUFACTURING TO GENERAL BUSINESS. C) CHANGING 23, 27, 31, 35, 53, AND 59 GOLF STREET FROM MANUFACTURING TO R2.  
D) CHANGING 39 OLD WOODSTOCK ROAD FROM MANUFACTURING TO R2.  
E) CHANGING 70, 78 JENNISON STREET FROM OFFICE RESEARCH TO R2.  
F) CHANGING MAP 44, LOTS 29, AND 37 (KINGSLEY STREET) FROM OFFICE RESEARCH TO R2.  
G) CHANGING 72 DOUTY STREET, AND MAP 44, LOTS 47, 55, AND 56 (DOUTY STREET) FROM OFFICE RESEARCH TO  MANUFACTURING.  
H) CHANGING 66, 73, 94, 105, 121, 126, 134, AND 234 ASHLAND AVENUE FROM OFFICE RESEARCH TO MANUFACTURING. 
Town Planner Eric Rumsay stated that the planning board has gotten numerous requests to make these changes. He presented a map of the area and the proposed zoning changes that would allow them to properly zone these areas and align with changes to the zoning bylaws that were made in 2018. Vote by a show of hands. By 7-0 the motion carried. 

AGENDA ITEM #29. DISCUSS COVID 19 UPDATE AND TAKE ANY ACTION THEREOF.  Town Manager McCall said the cases continue to decline and they continue to work closely with the Board of Health to follow their recommendations. They’ve also seen a decline in testing and vaccination likely due to the availability of home tests. Councilor Lazo has gotten many complaints from parents that are unsatisfied with the continuation of the mask mandate since neighboring towns have relaxed their protocols. Town Manager McCall said they anticipate it will be lifted in the coming weeks. Councilor Jovan said the Board of Health should have been more transparent on their intent to discuss and vote on continuing mask mandates because members of the public may have wanted to voice their opinions. He encouraged other boards and committees to be more detailed on their agendas in the future. Councilor Adams asked if there had been any cases of COVID-19 transmitted within the Town Hall, Town Manager McCall said he’s not aware of any direct transmissions in the building. He also noted that part of the mindset on extending the mask mandate in schools for an additional two weeks was that they were just on vacation and may have come in contact with it.

Motion: Vote to remove the mask mandate in all municipality buildings except for the school. A motion was made by Councilor Adams, seconded by Councilor Daou to vote on this item. Councilor Lazo said many of the parents are frustrated with the mask mandate since those that school choice out no longer need to wear them, but they are still socializing with the rest of the community with or without a mask. Councilor Jovan said the federal government is moving in the direction of removing mask mandates and he’s sure the Town will follow, but he is frustrated with the BOH and believes they followed more than they led during the COVID-19 pandemic. He is in no way diminishing the severity of COVID and encouraged those who feel they need to wear a mask to continue to do so. Councilor Marketti said the BOH is taking some guidance from the hospital and is doing the best they can. Vote by a show of hands. By 7-0 the motion carried. 

AGENDA ITEM #30. AMENDMENTS TO SOUTHBRIDGE BY-LAW BY ADDING SECTION 3-110 ADJUDICATORY HEARING ABSENCE BY VOTING  MEMBER. 
FIRST READING 02/07/2022  
SECOND READING 02/28/2022
Councilor Daniel read the amendments to the bylaw.


AGENDA ITEM #31. COUNCILORS FORUM 
· Councilor Lazo: The Southbridge Softball Association is curious if there is any grant funding to help them replace their lights at the Henry Street field. He asked the Town Manager to look into this further
· Councilor Jovan is following up to confirm the 3/9 meeting with Senator Fattman’s office
· Councilor Adams congratulated the Town Manager on his 4.0 average. He also noted he will present the new Town Manager evaluation tool at the next meeting

AGENDA ITEM #32. DISCUSSION OF NEXT MEETING DATE – MONDAY, MARCH 14, 2022 - 7:00 PM. 

AGENDA ITEM #33. VOTE TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION, PURSUANT TO MGL CHAPTER 30A §21, (A)2 TO DISCUSS STRATEGY WITH RESPECT TO  NEGOTIATION WITH NONUNION PERSONNEL AND/OR TO CONDUCT CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS WITH NONUNION PERSONNEL-TOWN  MANAGER AND PURSUANT TO MGL CH. 30A §21, (6), TO CONSIDER THE PURCHASE, EXCHANGE, LEASE OR VALUE OF REAL PROPERTY RELATIVE TO THE MODIFICATION OR CONSTRUCTION OF A FIRE STATION, WHICH, IF DISCUSSED IN AN OPEN MEETING, THE CHAIRMAN DECLARES MAY HAVE A DETRIMENTAL EFFECT ON THE NEGOTIATING POSITION OF THE PUBLIC BODY. A motion was made by Councilor Jovan,  seconded by Councilor Lazo to vote on this item. A motion to Suspend the rules to amend to add in language to discuss the deployment of security devices or strategies. Vote by roll call on the amendment. Councilors in favor: Adams, Daniel, Daou, Jovan, Lazo,Steeves. By 6-0 the motion carried. (Marketti not present at the time of vote)
Vote by roll call on the amended item. Councilors in favor: Adams, Daniel, Daou, Jovan, Lazo,Steeves. By 6-0 the motion carried. (Marketti not present at the time of vote)

The meeting left open session at 10:09 PM.
The meeting adjourned from executive session at 11:40 PM


Respectfully submitted, 
Mary Darling 
Recording Clerk 

Documents used: 
· Draft of the Town Council meetings minutes, dated 02/07/22
· Garon Electrical Services estimate, item #9
· Salary & wage transfer, item #10
· Insurance transfer, item #11
· Holiday Visions  donatio
· PPP documentation, item #13
· Police phone server information, item #14
· Police weapon mounts, item #15
· Police e-citation grant, item #16
· Police MED-Project grant, item #17 
· Transfer Request - South St Water, item #18
· Agenda Item #19 South St - Amendment 2, item #19
· Lynch - Main St. documentation, item #22
· WFP Bulk Tank Installation - Request for Quotes & documentation, item #24a
FP Bulk Tank Installation - Request for Quotes 
· Renaud HVAC documentation 
· FY22 Southbridge contract documentation 
· Mullin Rule-Bylaw 


